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Environmental Assessment for the Greenbag Road Improvement Project

Executive Summary

The West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH), in conjunction with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
proposes to provide operational improvements along 1.65 miles of Greenbag Road (CR 857), located southeast of the City
of Morgantown in Monongalia County. This Project is being undertaken to reduce traffic congestion and address the lack of
safe non-motorized connections through the corridor.

This Environmental Assessment (EA) is being prepared by the WVDOH in cooperation with FHWA to fulfill the requirements
of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Purpose and Need
The purpose of the Project is to provide operational improvements along Greenbag Road (CR 857) to reduce congestion
and address the lack of safe non-motorized connections along the corridor.

Two traffic studies of the corridor have determined that the flow of traffic through the Greenbag Road (CR 857) corridor is
controlled by the level of service (LOS) at the major intersections. These major intersections include the Mississippi Street
(CR 857/1) intersection and the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersection. With the exception of southbound
traffic on Mississippi Street (CR857/1), the current traffic conditions operate at LOS D, which is considered acceptable;
however, expected growth in the region will negatively impact the flow of traffic and degrade the LOS at both intersections
to LOS F. A summary of the LOS from the traffic study is presented in Table E-1.

Community involvement in the development of the Morgantown Monongalia Planning Association (MMMPQO) Greenbag
Road Corridor Study (2015) identified pedestrian facilities to connect the neighborhood schools with the commercial and
residential areas as a key issue for community safety and access.

Public Involvement

The WVDOH hosted an initial public meeting informational workshop to inform the public and receive comments for the
proposed Greenbag Road (CR 857) Improvement Project on April 16, 2019. Public comments received at the meeting
and during the comment period focused primarily on the following topics:

% The use of turn lanes instead of a roundabout at the Greenbag Road (CR 857) and Dorsey Ave/Kingwood Pike (CR
81) intersection
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o Response: The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed during the EA process include turning
lanes with traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate
that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated
construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to the
level of service (LOS) provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions
and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the LOS as much as the
roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of two or three
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected) while the roundabout design does not take any
residences or businesses.

% Impacts to the community garden

o Response: The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated
for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community
garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

X4

Prioritizing road repair, both locally and within the county, over improvements to the Greenbag Road (CR 857)
corridor

L)

o Response: Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor’s Roads
to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

7
L X4

The use of traffic signals at the intersections instead of roundabouts

o Response: The alternatives and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome
of the MMMPQO'’s preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other
improvements, were not considered. The use of traffic signals at the intersections instead of roundabouts was
evaluated as part of the turn lane options. See Option A at Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Options D and
E at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) for the assessment of impacts to these options.

<

» Concerns related to the detour route, including length and conditions of the roadways to be used
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o Response: The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be
examined and defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor
when determining the detour routes.

% Requests for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or Environmental Assessment instead of a Categorical
Exclusion (CE)

o Response: The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA by the FHWA.
Based on the comments received during the first public comment period, FHWA has evaluated the project
and determined that an EA is the appropriate level of documentation given the scope and details of the project.
Per FHWA guidelines, the EA is a concise document that provides evidence and analysis for determining
whether to prepare an EIS or a finding of no significant impact. The EA provides opportunity to describe and
evaluate the impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. A second
public meeting will be held to present the EA and allow additional time for review and comment by the public
and agencies.

% A desire to see additional alternatives presented

o Response: The WVDOH has examined the no build alternative, two build alternatives, and three options for
each of the major intersections. When considering all of the possible combinations of the two alternatives with
the intersection options, there were 18 possible combinations examined.

% Returning the Greenbag Road (CR 857) and Dorsey Ave/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersection to a 4-way stop

o Response: A 4-way stop was not considered at any study intersection within the Greenbag Road corridor.
The MMMPQO had completed several previous studies evaluating various transportation plans for the
Greenbag Road corridor, with the ultimate vision of transforming Greenbag Road into a safe, efficient, and
attractive multimodal transportation facility. The scenarios determined to be evaluated in the traffic study
evolved from the outcome of the MMMPQ'’s preliminary studies and findings. Existing two-way stop controlled
operations with potential roadway improvements were evaluated as part of the traffic, as well as traffic signal
and roundabout options.
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Alternatives

Two Project alternatives (Alternative 1 and Alternative 2) were developed along the proposed corridor, in addition to the No
Build Alternative. Additionally, there are three possible intersection options at each of the two major intersections within the
Project. The preferred alternative identified during the course of this environmental assessment utilizes Alternative 2 and
intersection options C and F.

Several design features are consistent in both Build Alternatives and they are as follows:

)/
A X4
K/

*

*

*

R/
L X4

e

Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) will incorporate two 11-foot travel lanes with 2-foot shoulders on both sides.

Dorsey Avenue (CR 81) will incorporate two 11-foot travel lanes with curb and gutter on both sides and a 5-foot
concrete sidewalk.

Kingwood Pike (CR 81) will incorporate two 11-foot travel lanes with 2-foot shoulders on both sides.

The east end of Luckey Lane (CR 81/6) will incorporate two 8-foot travel lanes with curb and gutter on both sides.
The west end of Luckey Lane (CR 81/6) will include a 10-foot travel lane and a 12-foot travel lane with curb and
gutter on both sides. A 5-foot concrete sidewalk will extend from Dorsey Avenue (CR 81) along Luckey Lane (CR
81/6) to connect with the sidewalk at Mountainview Elementary School.

From the west end of the Project to the intersection at Mississippi Street (CR 857/1), the Greenbag Road (CR 857)
roadway will be improved to incorporate two 11-foot-wide travel lanes, a 12-foot-wide center turn lane, and curb and
gutter.

The Greenbag Road (CR 857) roadway between the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood
Pike (CR 81) intersections will be improved to have a 4-foot paved shoulder on the south side, and 3-foot paved
shoulder with a 2-foot curb and gutter and a 5-foot concrete sidewalk will be located on the north side. The shoulder
widths are sufficient to be shared with bikes.

The area east of Jonathan Lane on Greenbag Road (CR 857) will be re-paved and undersized stormwater drainage
ditches will be expanded to accommodate increased run-off. These improvements will be made for the section of
Greenbag Road (CR 857) between Jonathan Lane and the crossing of Aaron Creek.
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Under Alternative 1, the Greenbag Road (CR 857) roadway will be improved to incorporate two 11-foot-wide travel lanes
and a 12-foot-wide continuous shared center turn lane between the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersections.

Under Alternative 2, the Greenbag Road (CR 857) roadway between the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersections, Greenbag Road (CR 857) will be improved to two 12-foot-wide travel lanes.
Eastbound access will be provided to Bluegrass Village via a 12-foot-wide center left turn lane.

Mississippi Street Intersection Options Considered:
Option A includes the installation of a traffic signal.

Option B includes the construction of a roundabout.

Option C includes the construction of a roundabout with a continuous right turn lane from Greenbag Road (CR 857)
to Mississippi Street (CR 857/1).

Dorsey Ave / Kingwood Pike Intersection Options Considered:
Option D includes the installation of a traffic signal

Option E includes the installation of a traffic signal with dedicated left turn lanes.

Option F includes the construction of a roundabout.
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Table E-1: Summary of LOS Results from 2018 Traffic Study

2018 Conditions Design Year 2048
Mississippi Street Dorsey Ave
- - - - No Build
. . . . | Dorsey Ave/ Intersection Options Intersection Options
Mississippi Kingwood
Street Ig'k Mississipbi Dorsey Ave /
L& A B C D E F PP! | Kingwood
Street g
Pike
Level of S_erwce - C C A B A c c B E c
morning
Level of Service - A C B A A E c c D E
afternoon

Environmental Impacts

The design of the Project was compared against the existing environmental features observed in the Study Area through
background research and field investigations. Impacts to the Study Area environmental features were determined utilizing
the proposed right-of-way requirements associated with the two different build alternatives and the intersection options
under consideration for the Project. Table E-2 summarizes the environmental impacts from the preferred alternative.
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Table E-2: Summary of Impacts From the Preferred Alternative (2/C / F)

Resource or
Elements

Preferred Alternative
2/C/F

Environmental
Justice

All block groups immediately adjacent to the Project meet thresholds indicating a presence of EJ populations. While
adverse impacts are anticipated under this alternative, all are expected to be minor and/or temporary and all impacts affect
non-EJ and EJ populations equivalently. Impacts include right-of-way takes, parking impacts to facilities, expanded access
at Bluegrass Village, tree removal, access during construction, and improved bicycle/pedestrian access.

Displacements

There would be no relocations for residential or commercial properties under the preferred alternative.

Community Facilities
and Services

The expanded roadway widths and turning lane will improve traffic capacity and provide for increased mobility. Vehicle
travel through the corridor will be more efficient. Non-motorized access to community services will be enhanced through
the presence of the sidewalks and increased roadway shoulders for bicycle use.

Community Cohesion

The improved multimodal connectivity between residential areas along Greenbag Road with schools, recreational
resources, commercial resources, and transit services will result in a permanent positive access impact to all populations
within the Project area.

This alternative will impact 5.7 acres of Farmland of Statewide Importance soil and 1.1 acres of Prime Farmland soil. Of
these acres, 3.7 acres of Farmland of Statewide Importance soil and 1 acre of Prime Farmland soil have been previously
developed.

Farmlands
This alternative will result in an impact of 0.07 acres to the Thomas E. Richards Trust Farm. This sliver take of the property
will not result in a change to the existing operations and is assumed to be considered insignificant.
The Project will impact the following land cover types:
+ Developed land (low intensity: 1.1 acres; medium intensity: 2.6 acres; high intensity: 2.0 acres)
Land Cover % Pasture — 0.2 acres
+ Deciduous forest — 0.5 acres
+ Developed open space — 0.2 acres
RTE Species No Impact

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table E-2: Summary of Impacts From the Preferred Alternative (2 / C / F) (continued)

Resource or

Preferred Alternative

Hazardous Waste

Elements 2/CI/F
The impacts to the streams located within this alternative are as follows:
Streams < Perennial — 2,953 linear feet
+ Intermittent — 753 linear feet
The total stream impacts for this alternative are 3,706 linear feet.
Three wetlands will be impacted by this alternative. The impacts to the wetlands located within the Project area are as
follows:
Wetlands + Palustrine Emergent — 0.06 acres
+ Palustrine Forested — 0.04 acres
The total wetland impacts for this alternative are 0.1 acres.
Floodplains The Project will impact a total of 1.3 acres defined as regulated floodplain at the Cobun Creek crossing.
Groundwater No Impact
Air Quality No Impact
The noise analysis report indicates the Greenbag Road and intersection improvements for this alternative do not meet the
Noise requirements for either a Type | or Type Il project. The Project is classified as a Type Ill project and no noise analysis for
highway traffic noise impacts is required.
Potentially The Morgantown City Garage has been identified as an area of concern. The WVDOH has committed to completing a

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment for the Project area once right-of-way impacts to the property are defined. The
results of that assessment will be documented in the FONSI.

Historic Resources

No Adverse Effect

Archaeological
Resources

No Impact

Utilities

Several utility lines and associated components will be relocated.

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table E-2: Summary of Impacts From the Preferred Alternative (2 / C / F) (continued)

Resource or Preferred Alternative
Elements 2/CI/F

Two NRHP-eligible resources were identified within the Project vicinity. The Campbell Farmhouse will not have direct

Section 4(f) impacts to the property. There will be no right-of-way acquired from the FCI Morgantown facility, thereby resulting in No

Resources Use of the Section 4(f) resource.
Access will be maintained to all properties during construction. The flow of traffic will be maintained through the use of
Temporary traffic controls, detours or temporary signals or flaggers to minimize disruptions. Construction will comply with all federal,

state, and local laws regarding safety, health, and sanitation. Contractors will follow Occupational Safety and Health
Administration guidelines to protect employees, the public, and property. An erosion and sediment pollution control plan will
be prepared and implemented for the Project to eliminate or minimize sedimentation.

Construction Impacts

Costs

Estimated construction costs were developed for both alternatives and each of the options. Tables E-3 and E-4 below show
the estimated costs for each of the alternatives with all possible combinations of the intersection options. The cost for the
preferred alternative is highlighted in Table E-4.
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Table E-3: Estimated Construction Costs for Alternative 1

$12,689,979.44 $13,249,895.68 $10,755,399.35
$13,125,555.10 $13,685,471.34 $11,190,975.01
$13,074,839.27 $13,634,755.51 $11,140,259.18

Table E-4: Estimated Construction Costs for Alternative 2

$11,238,152.91 $11,792,156.83 $9,842,019.50

$11,642,971.91 $12,196,975.83 $10,246,838.49
$11,825,328.90 $12,379,332.83
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INTRODUCTION

The West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH), in conjunction with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
proposes to provide operational improvements along 1.65 miles of Greenbag Road (CR 857), located southeast of the
City of Morgantown in Monongalia County (hereinafter referred to as, Project) (Figure 1). This Project is being undertaken
to reduce traffic congestion and address the lack of safe non-motorized connections through the corridor. The project is
based on a study by the Morgantown Monongalia MPO (MMMPOQO) Unified Working Program (FY2014-2015). The overall
goal of the study was to identify ways to improve Greenbag Road (CR 857) as an alternative truck route to reduce and/or
eliminate trucks from traveling through downtown Morgantown by providing a safer, continuous route from WV 7 to US
119.

The western limit of the Project occurs near the existing limits of the divided roadway near the Mountaineer Mall access.
The eastern limit of the Project occurs at the existing bridge over Aaron Creek (see Figure 1).

The overall roadway improvements along Greenbag Road include wider lanes and shoulders along with curb and gutter
installations to help address drainage issues and to provide a sidewalk along the entire route. In addition, the north side
shoulder will be utilized as a bike lane for the corridor between the commercial area to the west and the residential areas
along the corridor.

Both the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersections with Greenbag Road
(CR 857) are proposed to be upgraded to provide improved traffic flow along the route and to increase the safety of the
traveling public at each intersection. The intersections will include lighting and will be developed to allow the safe
movement of pedestrians along the sidewalk on the north side of Greenbag Road (CR 857),|

Additional work will occur on Luckey Lane (CR 81/6). This work will improve the width of the travel lanes within the
existing right-of-way and re-pave the length of Luckey Lane (CR 81/6) between its intersections with Greenbag Road (CR
857) and Dorsey Avenue (CR 81). From the intersection of Greenbag Road (CR 857) and Jonathan Lane to the crossing
of Aaron Creek, the Project will include roadside drainage improvements as needed to address stormwater runoff.

West Virginia Division of Highways 1
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This Environmental Assessment (EA) is being prepared by the WVDOH in cooperation with FHWA to fulfill the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). NEPA requires that the potential for environmental
impacts be assessed prior to development projects for federal actions that could significantly affect the quality of the
human environment. Due to significant local interest in the Project, the preparation of an EA document is appropriate to
assess the significance of impacts.

A glossary of some industry and project specific terminology used throughout this document is available for reference on
page 80. Words included in the glossary are in italics throughout the document. A list of acronyms used throughout this
document is included on page 83.

HOW HAS THE PUBLIC BEEN INVOLVED IN THE

PROJECT?

The WVDOH hosted a public meeting informational workshop to
inform the public and receive comments for the proposed
Greenbag Road (CR 857) Improvement Project. The meeting was
held at the South Middle School at 500 East Parkway Drive in
Morgantown, West Virginia on April 16, 2019 (Image 1). The
public was informed of the meeting date and location through
advertisements in the Dominion Post (2019) and through hand-
delivered flyers to the surrounding community residents and
businesses. The MMMPO and the City of Morgantown posted
notices of the meeting online on their respective websites and
social media pages.

At the meeting, handouts with information on the proposed Image 1: South Middle School
Project were provided at the registration table. All information presented in the

meeting was also available online at the WVDOH website at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

A 30-day comment period followed the public meeting, with comments due to the WVDOH by May 16, 2019. Comment
forms were attached to the handouts at the meeting and were available online, before the meeting and during the
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comment period, on the WVDOH website. Given the volume of public response the comment period was extended to May
21, 2019 in order to capture all of the submitted responses.

Fifty-two (52) individuals signed the attendance sheet at the public meeting. However, two hundred sixty-three (263)
comments were received by the WVDOH. Of these, eight (8) were submitted during the public meeting, two hundred
fifteen (215) were submitted via the WVDOH online system, and thirty-one (31) were mailed to WVDOH. The remainder
(9) were a combination of emails, voicemails, letters to the editor and newspaper advertisements in the Dominion Post
(2019).

Of the total comments received, nineteen (19) demonstrated support for the Project as currently designed. The remainder
expressed concerns related to the design, detour, and necessity of the Project. The most frequently mentioned concerns
were:

0,

% The use of turn lanes instead of a roundabout at the Greenbag Road (CR 857) and Dorsey Ave/Kingwood Pike
(CR 81) intersection

o Response: The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed during the EA process include
turning lanes with traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options
indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the
improvement to the level of service (LOS) provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for
both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the
LOS as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete
takes of two or three residences (depending on the turn lane option selected) while the roundabout design
does not take any residences or businesses.

®,

% Impacts to the community garden

o Response: The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be
compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to
the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.
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<

» Prioritizing road repair, both locally and within the county, over improvements to the Greenbag Road (CR 857)
corridor

o Response: Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor’'s Roads
to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

X/
°

The use of traffic signals at the intersections instead of roundabouts

o Response: The alternatives and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the
outcome of the MMMPO'’s preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without
other improvements, were not considered. The use of traffic signals at the intersections instead of
roundabouts was evaluated as part of the turn lane options. See Option A at Mississippi Street (CR 857/1)
and Options D and E at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) for the assessment of impacts to these
options.

X4

Concerns related to the detour route, including length and conditions of the roadways to be used

L)

o Response: The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be
examined and defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a
factor when determining the detour routes.

% Requests for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or EA instead of a Categorical Exclusion (CE)

o Response: The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA by the
FHWA. Based on the comments received during the first public comment period, FHWA has evaluated the
project and determined that an EA is the appropriate level of documentation given the scope and details of
the project. Per FHWA qguidelines, the EA is a concise document that provides evidence and analysis for
determining whether to prepare an EIS or a finding of no significant impact. The EA provides opportunity to
describe and evaluate the impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource
factors. A second public meeting will be held to present the EA and allow additional time for review and
comment by the public and agencies.

% A desire to see additional alternatives presented
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o Response: The WVDOH has examined the no build alternative, two build alternatives, and three options for
each of the major intersections. When considering all of the possible combinations of the two alternatives
with the intersection options, there were 18 possible combinations examined.

% Returning the Greenbag Road (CR 857) and Dorsey Ave/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersection to a 4-way stop

o Response: A 4-way stop was not considered at any study intersection within the Greenbag Road corridor.
The MMMPQO had completed several previous studies evaluating various transportation plans for the
Greenbag Road corridor, with the ultimate vision of transforming Greenbag Road into a safe, efficient, and
attractive multimodal transportation facility. The scenarios determined to be evaluated in the traffic study
evolved from the outcome of the MMMPQ'’s preliminary studies and findings. Existing two-way stop
controlled operations with potential roadway improvements were evaluated as part of the traffic, as well as
traffic signal and roundabout options.

Moreover, community members familiar with the community garden indicated that an eagle had been spotted in the area
and inquired about an eagle nest survey.

Following the meeting, a public meeting summary report was compiled which included the materials presented to the
public, a summary of the comments expressed, and a table of all comments submitted. A copy of the public involvement
summary report is included as Appendix A.

Due to the comments received during the first public comment period, the NEPA documentation level has been elevated
from a CE to an EA.

A second public meeting is planned for 2020 to update the public with the proposed design, to answer any questions, and
listen to and consider all comments. The second public meeting is a NEPA requirement to present the EA to the public for
comment.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THIS PROJECT?
The purpose of the Project is to provide operational improvements along Greenbag Road (CR 857) to reduce congestion
and address the lack of safe non-motorized connections along the corridor.
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Greenbag Road (CR 857) is classified as a minor arterial road
that provides a convenient route to connect the eastern and
southern neighborhoods of the Morgantown area. The Project is
needed to ensure safe and efficient transportation access for
motorized and non-motorized use of the corridor.

Traffic Congestion

Traffic congestion in the Greenbag Road (CR 857) corridor has
been investigated and documented in two different reports. The
preliminary study was completed by the MMMPO and
documented in the Greenbag Road Corridor Study (2015). The
WVDOH developed a project based on recommendations from
this study as part of the Roads to Prosperity program. The
WVDOH directed Stahl Sheaffer Engineering to develop designs
for the Project which included a traffic study titled Greenbag Road
(CR857) Preliminary Investigation and Engineering Traffic Study
(2019a). Both the MMMPO corridor study and the traffic study
determined that traffic flow through the Greenbag Road (CR 857)
corridor is controlled by the level of service (LOS) at the major
intersections in the corridor. These major intersections include
the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) intersection (Image 2) and the
Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersection (Image 3).

With one exception, the current traffic conditions operate at LOS
D, which is considered acceptable; however, expected growth in
the region will negatively impact the flow of traffic and degrade
the LOS at both intersections to LOS F. The traffic congestion at
the major intersections will continue to extend farther back until
impacting the surrounding intersections at M Tec Drive,
Bluegrass Village Driveway, and Luckey Lane (CR 81/6). The
exception to the current LOS is for the southbound traffic on

Image 2: Intersection of Greenbag Road with
Mississippi Street

Image 3: Intersection of Greenbag Road with Dorsey
Ave / Kingwood Pike
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Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) as it approaches Greenbag Road (CR 857), which is already at an LOS F during weekday
morning hours.

Non-Motorized Connections

Numerous neighborhoods and facilities, including the
Mountaineer Mall, Giant Eagle, the Mon Tech Education Center,
White Park, Dorsey’s Knob Park, Bluegrass Village, South Middle
School, and Mountainview Elementary School, are located close
to the Greenbag Road (CR 857) corridor and do not currently
have safe connections for non-motorized travel (Image 4).
Community involvement in the development of the MMMPO
Corridor study report identified pedestrian facilities to connect the
neighborhood schools with the commercial and residential areas
as a key issue for community safety and access.

IS THE PROJECT CONSISTENT WITH AREAWIDE

PLANS?

The Project falls within the jurisdiction of several area wide plans.
These plans consider long-term transportation system planning
needs, environmental and community resources, revenue, and
expenditures. These include:

+ West Virginia Multi-Modal Statewide Transportation Plan (WVDOH 2010);

% Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 2020-2025 (WVDOH 2019b);

» 2017-2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update (MMMPO 2017); and

+ City of Morgantown Comprehensive Plan (City of Morgantown 2013).

The Project is consistent with the West Virginia Multi-Modal Statewide Transportation Plan (WVDOH 2010). This Plan is
the principal long term planning document for West Virginia that evaluated the need for a safe, efficient, and effective

transportation system across multiple forms of transportation. The Plan uses a number of planning tools, including
SAFETEA-LU that considers, among other factors, the increased safety of the transportation system for non-motorized

Image 4: Greenbag Road Showing
Lack of Safe Pedestrian Facilities

L)

D

>
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users, as well as the promotion of efficient system connectivity across and between modes of transportation. Moreover,
capacity improvements targeting congestion are one of three improvement categories identified in the Plan by the
Highway Economic Requirements System — State Version (HERS-ST) model (WVDOH 2010:4-2).

The Project is included in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 2020-2025. The STIP is a federally
required document that provides the FHWA and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) a listing of all projects that are
candidates for federal-aid or regionally significant projects that are not using federal aid. This capital improvement plan
covers a six-year period that incorporates a wide variety of project types including roadway, bridge, bicycle, pedestrian,
safety and transit (WVDOH 2019).

Regional studies provided by the MMMPO for the County include the 2017-2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update
(2017). This long range plan establishes strategies for transportation infrastructure investment in the Morgantown area
and is compiled by the MMMPO with input from local officials and community involvement. The goals and objectives of the
Plan include, among others, creating a transportation system that efficiently and safely moves people and goods by
eliminating and/or reducing congestion (MMMPO 2017:7). In addition, the community concerns identified the improvement
of traffic flow as the highest priority with sidewalks/crosswalks and bicycle facilities were also identified as a priority.

At the local level, the Project is consistent with the City of Morgantown Comprehensive Plan (City of Morgantown 2013).
The comprehensive plan was initiated by the City when it reached out to surrounding jurisdictions and government entities
to pursue a combined planning effort. The City developed a unified regional vision in collaboration with the MMMPO and
Town of Star City to coordinate land use and transportation planning. Included within the Plan’s outline was addressing
strategies to alleviate traffic congestion, and promote walking, biking, and other transportation alternatives (City of
Morgantown 2013:5).

WHAT ALTERNATIVES WERE CONSIDERED?

Two Project alternatives (Alternative 1 and Alternative 2) were developed along the proposed corridor, in addition to the
No Build Alternative. Additionally, there are three possible intersection options at each of the two major intersections
within the Project. The preferred alternative identified during the course of this environmental assessment utilizes
Alternative 2 and intersection options C and F. The basis for this recommendation can be found in the remainder of this
document and attached appendices.

In coordination with the WVDOH, a study area was developed to evaluate and compare Alternatives 1 and 2, as well as
their potential impacts to any environmental, cultural, community, and Section 4(f) resources within the delineated area.
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The study area encompassed the potential limits of disturbance for all of the alternatives considered (see Environmental
Features map on Figure 12 in the “What are the Potential Impacts of the Project” section).

The Greenbag Road Corridor Study (MMMPO 2015) and the Greenbag Road (CR857) Preliminary Investigation and
Engineering Traffic Study (Stahl Sheaffer Engineering 2019a) both demonstrated that the traffic flow through the corridor
is controlled by the LOS at the major intersections located at Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood
Pike (CR 81) (Table 1). Therefore, the study area also evaluated the potential impacts of the Intersection Options at each
of the two major intersections. Intersection Option A, Option B, and Option C were considered at the Mississippi Street
(CR 857/1) intersection. Intersection Option D, Option E, and Option F were considered at the Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersection. Again, the study area evaluated the potential Project impacts of each option
to any environmental, cultural, community, and Section 4(f) resources.

Before comparing the alternatives and their potential impacts, several design features are consistent in both Build
Alternatives and Options. These design features do not change between Alternatives or Options, and they are as follows:

+ Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) will incorporate two 11-foot travel lanes with 2-foot shoulders on both sides.

% Dorsey Avenue (CR 81) will incorporate two 11-foot travel lanes with curb and gutter on both sides and a 5-foot
concrete sidewalk.

% Kingwood Pike (CR 81) will incorporate two 11-foot travel lanes with 2-foot shoulders on both sides.

% The east end of Luckey Lane (CR 81/6) will incorporate two 8-foot travel lanes with curb and gutter on both sides.
The west end of Luckey Lane (CR 81/6) will include a 10-foot travel lane and a 12-foot travel lane with curb and
gutter on both sides. A 5-foot concrete sidewalk will extend from Dorsey Avenue (CR 81) along Luckey Lane (CR
81/6) to connect with the sidewalk at Mountainview Elementary School.

+ From the west end of the Project to the intersection at Mississippi Street (CR 857/1), the Greenbag Road (CR 857)
roadway will be improved to incorporate two 11-foot-wide travel lanes, a 12-foot-wide center turn lane, and curb
and gutter.

% The Greenbag Road (CR 857) roadway between the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood
Pike (CR 81) intersections will be improved to have a 4-foot paved shoulder on the south side, and 3-foot paved
shoulder with a 2-foot curb and gutter and a 5-foot concrete sidewalk will be located on the north side. The
shoulder widths are sufficient to be shared with bikes.
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% The area east of Jonathan Lane on Greenbag Road (CR 857) will be re-paved and undersized stormwater
drainage ditches will be expanded to accommodate increased run-off. These improvements will be made for the
section of Greenbag Road (CR 857) between Jonathan Lane and the crossing of Aaron Creek.

No-Build Alternative
No work will occur on the roadway. The No-Build Alternative is included in the analysis to provide a baseline for the
comparison of impacts during the NEPA process.

Alternative 1

Under Alternative 1 (Figure 2), the Greenbag Road (CR 857) roadway will be improved to incorporate two 11-foot-wide
travel lanes and a 12-foot-wide continuous shared center turn lane between the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersections. Some small sections of right-of-way will be needed along the corridor in
order to construct and maintain the widened roadway.

Alternative 2

Under Alternative 2 (Figure 3), the Greenbag Road (CR 857) roadway between the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and
Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersections, Greenbag Road (CR 857) will be improved to two 12-foot-wide
travel lanes. Eastbound access will be provided to Bluegrass Village via a 12-foot-wide center left turn lane. Some small
sections of right-of-way will be needed along the corridor in order to construct and maintain the widened roadway.
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Intersection Option A — Mississippi Street (CR 857/1)

Option A, located at the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) intersection, includes the installation of a 3-phased traffic signal,
with a protected left turn phase for eastbound traffic, a permissive eastbound/westbound phase, and a protected
southbound phase (Figure 4). LOS for this option is B in the morning and A in the afternoon.

+ The eastbound Greenbag Road (CR 857) approach provides 2 lanes: an exclusive left turn lane, and an exclusive

through lane.
% The westbound Greenbag Road (CR 857) approach provides 2 lanes: an exclusive right turn lane and an exclusive

through lane.
% The southbound Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) approach provides 2 lanes: an exclusive left turn lane and an

exclusive right turn lane.

Figure 4: Mississippi Street Intersection Option A Showing Project Limits of Disturbance and Schematic of Traffic
Movements
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Intersection Option B — Mississippi Street (CR 857/1)

Option B, located at the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) intersection, includes the construction of a roundabout that provides
one circulating lane on the northern portion and two circulating lanes on the southern portion (Figure 5). LOS for this
option is B in the morning and A in the afternoon.

+ The eastbound Greenbag Road (CR 857) approach provides an exclusive left turn lane and an exclusive through
lane.

% The westbound Greenbag Road (CR 857) approach and southbound Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) approach each
provide a single lane for all movements.

Figure 5: Mississippi Street Intersection Option B Showing Project Limits of Disturbance and Schematic of Traffic
Movements
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Intersection Option C — Mississippi Street (CR 857/1)

Option C, located at the Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) intersection, includes the construction of a roundabout that provides
one circulating lane on the northern portion and two circulating lanes on the southern portion. The roundabout is designed
to provide a truck apron (Figure 6). LOS for this option is A in both the morning and the afternoon.

+ The eastbound Greenbag Road (CR 857) approach provides exclusive left turn and through lanes.

+ The westbound Greenbag Road (CR 857) approach provides two lanes: an exclusive through lane and an
exclusive right turn by-pass lane. The exclusive right turn by-pass lane does not enter the roundabout and has a
yield controlled right turn lane at its intersection with Mississippi Street (CR 857/1).

« The southbound Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) approach provides one lane for the shared left turn/through
movement.

Figure 6: Mississippi Street Intersection Option C Showing Project Limits of Disturbance and Schematic of Traffic
Movements
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Intersection Option D — Dorsey Avenue / Kingwood Pike (CR 81)

Option D, located at the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersection, includes the installation of a 4-phased traffic
signal, with an exclusive left turn lane and a shared through/right turn lane on all approaches (Figure 7). LOS for this
option is C in the morning and E in the afternoon.

Y

*

Eastbound/westbound protected left turn phase

Eastbound/westbound permissive turn phase with corresponding through traffic
Northbound/southbound protected left turn phase

Northbound/southbound permissive turn phase with corresponding through traffic

)

X3

*

K/
X4

L)

X3

*

Figure 7: Dorsey Avenue / Kingwood Pike Intersection Option D Showing Project Limits of Disturbance and Schematic of
Traffic Movement
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Intersection Option E — Dorsey Avenue / Kingwood Pike (CR 81)

Option E, located at the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersection, includes the installation of a 4-phased traffic
signal, with an exclusive left turn lane, an exclusive through lane, and an exclusive right turn lane on all approaches
(Figure 8). LOS for this option is C in both the morning and the afternoon.
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Figure 8: Dorsey Avenue / Kingwood Pike Intersection Option E Showing Project Limits of Disturbance and Schematic of
Traffic Movement
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Intersection Option F — Dorsey Avenue / Kingwood Pike (CR 81)

Option F, located at the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersection, includes the construction of a roundabout
that provides one circulating lane on the northern portion and two circulating lanes on the southern portion. The
roundabout is designed to provide a truck apron (Figure 9). LOS for this option is B in the morning and C in the afternoon.

R/
L X4

The northbound Kingwood Pike (CR 81) provides a single lane approach for all movements.

The southbound Dorsey Avenue (CR 81) provides a single lane approach for all movements.

The westbound Greenbag Road (CR 857) provides a single lane approach for all movements.

The eastbound Greenbag Road (CR 857) approach provides two lanes, an exclusive left turn lane and a shared
through/right turn lane.

%

AS

K/
L X4

e

%

Figure 9: Dorsey Avenue / Kingwood Pike Intersection Option F Showing Project Limits of Disturbance and Schematic of
Traffic Movement
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Table 1: Comparison of LOS Results from 2018 Traffic Study*

2018 Conditions

Design Year 2048

Mississippi Street

Dorsey Ave

: - - - No Build
Mississippi Dorsey Ave Intersection Options Intersection Options
/ Kingwood Dorsey
Street Pike A 5 5 E Mississippi Ave /
Street Kingwood
Pike
Level of Service - c C A A C C F C
morning
Level of Service - A C B A E C D F
afternoon

*Stahl Sheaffer Engineering 2019a

Typical sections showing the design for the Project are included below in Figure 10.
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Figure 10: Typical Sections
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Figure 10: Typical Sections (continued)
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Figure 10: Typical Sections (continued)
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WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE PROJECT?

Environmental Justice

Executive Order 12898 (Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low Income
Populations) was signed on February 11, 1994. This Executive Order was established to protect minority and low-income
populations (also referred to as EJ populations) from experiencing disproportionately high and adverse impacts resulting
from federally funded projects. It requires agencies to identify and address high and adverse impacts of projects that
would disproportionately affect minority or low-income populations.

While Executive Order 12898 prohibits discriminatory actions against minority and low-income populations, additional
consideration must be given for the elderly, children, disabled, and other populations protected under Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes when evaluating the potential for discriminatory impacts of a proposed action.

If disproportionately high and adverse impacts are expected, the proposed Project cannot be completed unless it can be
proven that there is a substantial need for the Project; that avoidance and mitigation of the impacts is not practicable, or
will have increased high and adverse social, economic, environmental, or human health impacts that are more severe; or
there are increased costs of extraordinary magnitude.

The United States Census Bureau (USCB) is the federal agency responsible for collecting national demographic and
socioeconomic data, which can be summarized at different geographic scales to reveal information about an area’s
people and economy. The USCB defines a census tract (CT) as a small, relatively permanent statistical subdivision of a
county delineated by a local committee of census data users for the purpose of presenting data. Census tracts nest within
counties, and their boundaries normally follow visible features, but may follow legal geography boundaries and other non-
visible features in some instances. Census tracts ideally contain about 4,000 people and 1,600 housing units (USCB
2019a). A block group (BG) is a statistical subdivision of a census tract and is the smallest geographic unit for which the
USCB tabulates sample data. Block groups are generally defined to contain between 600 and 3,000 people and 240 and
1,200 housing units (USCB 2019a). Since census tracts are comprised of numerous block groups, block groups are
typically identified by both their census tract and block group identifiers.

Block groups that fall within 0.5 miles of the Project were used to define an environmental justice (EJ) study area to
evaluate the presence of, and potential impacts to, EJ populations in the vicinity of the Project (Figure 11). The EJ study
area comprises CT 109.02, BGs 2, 3, and 4, CT 110, BG 1, 2, and 3, and CT 118.03, BG3.
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While CT 118, BG 3 overlaps with the EJ study area for the Project, only four individual parcels within this block group, all
located east of I-68, are applicable. Based on a qualitative review of these parcels, two serve residential uses, while the
other two are held by the same landowner and are agricultural in nature. No residences are apparent on these parcels
within the EJ study area, though one potential residence may be located just outside of it on one of the agricultural use
parcels. There is no indication that any are owned by, or serve as resources for, EJ populations or other populations
protected under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statues. CT 118, BG 3 is also far removed from the
Project, and the applicable residences are unlikely to experience any direct impacts as a result of the Project; therefore,
this block group was excluded from the quantitative component of the EJ analysis.

As seen in Figure 11, only CT 110, BG 1 is entirely encompassed by the EJ study area, while the others only partially
overlap with the 0.5-mile boundary.

The following section summarizes the demographic makeup of each block group within the EJ study area demonstrating
notable minority populations when compared to the reference geographies of West Virginia, Monongalia County, and
Morgantown. The specific population groups for which data was compiled and assessed are listed in Table 2 (USCB
2017).

Minority and Hispanic/Latino Populations
Table 2 presents the minority and Hispanic/Latino populations within the block groups in the EJ study area.

Shaded values in Table 2 identify categories with population percentages exceeding those demonstrated in the reference
geographies (state, county, and city). Figure 11 depicts the location of block groups with EJ populations in the vicinity of
the Project. The EJ study area is predominantly Caucasian (81.8%) (USCB 2017).

As shown in Table 2, the proportions of Total Minority Populations and Non-Hispanic or Latino Minority Populations in the
overall EJ study area, as well as in the following block groups (listed in descending order of percentage of total minority
population), exceed those of the West Virginia, Monongalia County, and Morgantown reference geographies (those
denoted with an asterisk indicate a share of Total Minority Populations in the block group also exceeding that of the
overall EJ study area):

% CT 110, BG 3 (35.2% Total Minority, 28.3% Non-Hispanic or Latino Minority) *
% CT 110, BG 1 (22.5% Total Minority, 14.3% Non-Hispanic or Latino Minority) *
% CT 109.02, BG 4 (18.9% Total Minority, 17.0% Non-Hispanic or Latino Minority)
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The overall EJ study area and four of the six block groups included in this EJ analysis demonstrated Total Hispanic or
Latino populations exceeding those of the reference geographies. These include two of those listed above that also meet
Total Minority thresholds, CT 110, BGs 1 and 3, as well as CT 110, BG 2 and CT 109.02, BG 3.

Findings from the census data analysis for each block group meeting thresholds for minority populations are detailed
below. A block group was considered to include a notable population for a given category if the population percentage
exceeded those demonstrated in West Virginia, Monongalia County, and Morgantown.

CT 110, BG3

CT 110, BG3 occupies the south side of Greenbag Road (CR 857), and is also bordered by the Monongahela River to the
west, Kingwood Pike (CR 81) to the east, and I-68 to the south. Residents of this block group that reside within 0.5 miles
of the Project are primarily located at the Federal Correctional Institution (FCI), though other residential areas exist within
this block group and outside of the EJ study area as well. This block group demonstrates the highest percentage of total
minorities compared to all the geographies included in this analysis, more than double that of Morgantown, approximately
three times greater than that of Monongalia County, and four times greater than that of West Virginia. Similarly, the Non-
Hispanic or Latino Minority population in this block group represents the greatest proportion compared to the other
geographies, greater than those in any of the three reference geographies (West Virginia, Monongalia County, and
Morgantown) and more than twice that of the overall EJ study area (USCB 2017). This block group demonstrates the
most diverse population compared to the other block groups. It is comprised of greater percentages of all minority races
illustrated in Table 2, with the exception of Asian Alone and Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander Alone, compared
to the three reference geographies. All of these races except for Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander Alone are
more represented in this block group than in the overall EJ study area (see Table 2).

CT 110, BG 1

CT 110, BG 1 is located just north of the Project, between Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Dorsey Avenue (CR 81). As
previously noted, this is the only block group included in this analysis that is entirely encompassed by the EJ study area,
and total minority, Hispanic or Latino, and non-Hispanic or Latino minority populations are all well represented in this block
group. The highest representation of Two or More Races (12.7%) compared to all other geographies that were included in
this analysis occurs in this block group.

CT 109.02, BG 4

CT 109.02, BG 4 is on both sides of Greenbag Road (CR 857), east of Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81). Land use
includes residential, agricultural, and forested tracts, with other important resources in this block group including
Mountainview Elementary School, Monongalia County Schools Office of Federal Programs, and two churches. As shown
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in Table 2, the percentage of minority population in this block group is approximately twice that of West Virginia, and well-
exceeds those of Monongalia County and Morgantown as well. This block group also contains higher percentages of
Black or African American Alone and Two or More Races compared to West Virginia, Monongalia County, and

Morgantown.

Table 2: Greenbag Road Improvement Project Minority, Hispanic, or Latino Populations within the EJ Study Area

Study Area
West Monongalia CT CT CT CT CT CT
Virginia Cour?ty Morgantown | & 0ot | 109.02, | 100.02, | 109.02, | 110, 110, 110,
BG 2 BG 3 BG 4 BG 1 BG 2 BG 3
Total Population? 1,836,843 103,715 75,028 7,813 823 1,328 896 1,561 1,142 2,063
Total Non-Minority 1,687,570 91,130 63,700 6,320 766 1,225 727 1,209 1,056 1,337
91.9% 87.9% 84.9% 80.9% 93.1% 92.2% 81.1% 77.5% 92.5% 64.8%
Total Minority3 149,273 12,585 11,328 1,493 57 103 169 352 86 726
8.1% 12.1% 15.1% 19.1% 6.9% 7.8 18.9% 22.5% 7.5% 35.2%
Total Hispanic or 27,021 2,161 1,908 327 0 77 17 90 36 107
Latino 1.5% 2.1% 2.5% 4.2% 0.0% 5.8% 1.9% 5.8% 3.2% 5.2%
Non-Hispanic or 114,935 9,947 8,975 1,092 57 26 152 224 50 583
Latino Minority5 6.3% 9.6% 12.0% 14.0% 6.9% 2.0% 17.0% 14.3% 4.4% 28.3%
Black or African 65,300 3,850 3,355 553 0 12 62 63 12 404
American Alone 3.6% 3.7% 4.5% 7.1% 0.0% 0.9% 6.9% 4.0% 1.1% 19.6%
American Indian and 3,322 127 75 15 7 0 0 0 0 8
Alaskan Native Alone 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.9% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4%
Asian Alone 14,096 3,433 3,386 52 10 0 0 0 25 17
0.8% 3.3% 4.5% 0.7% 1.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 2.2% 0.8%
Native Hawaiian and 541 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Pflgl:elgander 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Some Other Race 7,193 604 604 18 0 0 0 0 0 18
0.4% 0.6% 0.8% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.9%
Two or More Races 31,800 2,410 2,000 528 40 14 90 199 13 172
1.7% 2.3% 2.7% 6.8% 4.9% 1.1% 10.0% 12.7% 1.1% 8.3%

Source: USCB 2017

' Combined values for Block Groups within the EJ Study Area.
2 Total population comprises Total Non-Minority and Total Minority Populations.
3 Minority is defined as all races/ethnicity groups except Non-Hispanic or Latino White alone.

4 Total Minority is the Total Hispanic or Latino and Non-Hispanic or Latino Minority combined.
5 Non-Hispanic or Latino Minority is defined as all Non-Hispanic or Latino races except for non-Hispanic or Latino White alone.
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Low-income Populations

Table 3 lists low-income populations in block groups overlapping with the EJ study area. The proportion of the total
population with incomes in the past 12 months below poverty level in the combined block groups within the study area
boundary was 21%, which exceeds that of West Virginia but not those of the other two reference geographies (i.e.,
Monongalia County and Morgantown).

Transit resources, which low-income communities and populations with limited access to transportation likely rely on, are
present within the EJ study area. Mountain Line Transit Authority operates four fixed bus routes, Route 4 (the Orange
Line), 14 (the Brown Line - Mountain Heights), Route 15 (Grafton Road), and Route 50 (Don Knotts). Route 4 originates
west of Westover and utilizes Greenbag Road (CR 857), Mississippi Street (CR 857/1), and Dorsey Avenue (CR 81). It
includes a stop at the Monongalia County School complex along Mississippi Street (CR 857/1), three stops within
Mountaineer Mall, and one stop on Dorsey Avenue (CR 81). Route 14 utilizes Greenbag Road (CR 857) and Kingwood
Pike (CR 81) and includes one stop within Mountaineer Mall. Routes 15 and 50 follow US 119 and both include a stop at
the Greenbag Road (CR 857) intersection with US 119.

In addition to the fixed bus routes operated by the Mountain Line Transit Authority, the Buckwheat Express shuttle,
sponsored by Preston County Senior Citizens, Inc., includes a route that utilizes the Greenbag Road (CR 857) corridor to
connect Kingwood, WV with Morgantown. The Buckwheat Express shuttle includes one stop at Mountaineer Mall. Other
resources used by low-income populations including affordable housing, resources with programs targeted toward low-
income populations, and commercial resources that adjacent neighborhoods may rely on, are detailed at the block group
level, below.

CT 110, BG 1

CT 110, BG 1 was the only block group in the EJ study area demonstrating a higher percentage of low-income population
compared to all three reference geographies (West Virginia, Monongalia County, and Morgantown), as shown in the
shaded cell in Table 3. An estimated 40.6% of people in this block group, which represents the only geography entirely
encompassed by the EJ study area, have incomes below the poverty level (Table 3; see Figure 11). This is roughly twice
the poverty rates observed in the overall EJ study area, Monongalia County, and West Virginia (USCB 2013-2017).

Land use within CT 110, BG 1 primarily consists of single family and multifamily residential, with a forested tract that
includes a greenway connecting residential areas with public school facilities and parks within and outside of the block
group. Marjorie Gardens, located along Dorsey Lane, is a Section 8 subsidized affordable housing apartment complex
that participates in the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit program. Also within this block group and just south of Marjorie
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Gardens is Bluegrass Village, a manufactured housing development comprised of approximately 132 units. This
development extends south from Marjorie Gardens to the Greenbag Road (CR 857) corridor. Though removed from the
Greenbag Road (CR 857) corridor, another manufactured housing development comprised of 42 units is present within
this block group, approximately 0.5 miles north of the Project along Dorsey Avenue (CR 81).

Table 3: Greenbag Road Improvement Project Low Income Populations

AT i) WI]om Income in Past 12 Months
Poverty Status is
; Below Poverty Level
Determined
S 317,089
West Virginia 1,784,004
17.8%
. 20,763
Monongalia County 97,382
21.3%
17,951
Morgantown 68,855
26.1%
1,464
Study Area’ 6,970
21.0%
108
CT 109.02, BG 2 823
13.1%
CT 109.02, BG 3 1,328 55
o ’ 4.1%
CT 109.02, BG 4 896 219
o 24.4%
CT 110,BG 1 1,545 627
’ ’ 40.6%
160
CT 110, BG 2 1,142
14.0%
295
CT 110,BG 3 1,236
23.9%

Source: USCB 2017
' Combined values for Block Groups within the study area boundary.
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CT 109.02, BG 4 and CT 110, BG 3

The share of residents within CT 109.02, BG 4 and CT 110, BG 3 with incomes below the poverty level (23.9% and
24 4%, respectively) exceeded those of the overall EJ study area, as well as those of Monongalia County and West
Virginia, but not Morgantown (see Table 3).

CT 110, BG 3 borders the Project and is relatively large, with most residents living well outside of the EJ study area. Most
of the area within this block group in the vicinity of the Project serves commercial (e.g., Mountaineer Mall and a grocery
store), business, and institutional (at the FCI) uses. Forested land, agricultural use, and a water supply reservoir are also
present within the EJ study area. Several resources serving low-income communities are available within this block group
and within the EJ study area:

% A gas station/convenience store is located just west of the US 119/Greenbag Road (CR 857) intersection. Gas
stations/convenience stores can serve as important community resources for households with limited mobility.

% A Giant Eagle grocery store and pharmacy is located adjacent to the Mountaineer Mall complex.

% Mon Valley Habitat for Humanity, which serves Monongalia, Marion, and Preston counties, is located just north of
the Greenbag Road (CR 857) corridor and near the western terminus of the Project.

% The FCI is located south of Greenbag Road (CR 857), adjacent to the Project. This facility offers re-employment
services to former inmates.

Title VI Resources

In addition to the resources serving EJ populations discussed in the preceding sections, other resources for the elderly,
children, women, and disabled populations protected under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes are
present within the EJ study area:

% Two organizations within the Mountaineer Mall complex cater to elderly populations. Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute is an educational organization affiliated with the West Virginia University School of Public Health. Senior
Monongalians is a non-profit organization established to improve the quality of life for senior citizens.

+« South Middle School, Pierpont Community & Technical College, and Monongalia County Technical Education
Center are co-located together off Mississippi Street (CR 857/1).

% Dorsey Center, the Monongalia County Schools Office of Federal Programs, is located in the northeast quadrant of
Greenbag Road/Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike. Monongalia County Early Head Start is a federally-funded
program, free to pregnant mothers and children ages three and under.
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Road/Richard Avenue.

east of the Project, include schools.

+ Intensive Trauma Therapy, which serves mentally disabled populations, occupies the northeast quadrant of

Greenbag Road/Richard Avenue.

X/
°

ridership for the elderly.

Summary of Potential Impacts

Executive Order 12898 of February 11, 1994, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations
and Low-Income Populations, requires that the Project be assessed to determine whether or not it will have a
disproportionately high impact on minority or low-income populations within the area. The WVDOH will work to assure that
minority populations and low-income individuals have full access to information on the Project and understand the

potential impacts from construction and operation of improved access.

The demographic analysis component of the EJ Analysis identified a notable presence of EJ populations within the

following block groups in Table 4.

Table 4: Demographic Analysis

.. Hispanic or Low
Block Group Minority Latino Income
CT 109.02, BG 2
CT 109.02, BG 3 X
CT 109.02, BG 4 X
CT 110, BG 1 X X X
CT 110, BG 2 X
CT 110, BG 3 X X
Overall X

% Mountainview Elementary School, a Monongalia County school, occupies the northwest quadrant of Greenbag

+ Covenant Evangelical Methodist and Faith Baptist Church, both, located along Greenbag Road (CR 857) 0.5 miles

The previously mentioned Buckwheat Express shuttle service between Kingwood and Morgantown includes free
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Based on these results, all block groups immediately adjacent to the Project meet thresholds indicating a presence of EJ
populations. Therefore, any positive or negative impact resulting from this Project or from the No-Build Alternative
qualifies as a potential impact to these populations.

No-Build Impacts

The No-Build Alternative would not result in enhanced safety or mobility along Greenbag Road (CR 857) and intersecting
cross-streets for vehicular and multimodal traffic. The corridor's LOS would continue to be insufficient for current and
future capacity needs (Stahl Sheaffer Engineering 2019b) and safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities connecting residential
areas with community resources within and beyond the EJ study area would remain nonexistent. These would affect EJ
and non-EJ populations alike; therefore, potential impacts to minority and low-income populations resulting from the No-
Build Alternative are not expected to be disproportionately high and adverse, and all positive and negative impacts would
be distributed equitably throughout the community.

Build Impacts

As noted above, any impact resulting from the construction of this Project may qualify as a potential EJ impact due to the
presence of minority and/or low-income populations within block groups adjacent to the entire corridor. While adverse
impacts are anticipated under the Build Alternative for this Project, all are expected to be minor and/or temporary.
Potential impacts resulting from the Build Alternatives are discussed below in the context of EJ to determine if a
disproportionately high and adverse impact to these populations may occur, either to a specific population or cumulatively:

+ Permanent right-of-way impacts: The roadway and multimodal improvements along Greenbag Road (CR 857)
are expected to require a small amount of right-of-way along the entire corridor, with the largest areas located at
the intersections with Mississippi Street (CR 857/1) and Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) and in areas
where drainage basins will be constructed. These impacts apply to the both EJ/Title VI resources and non-EJ
populations as well, and impacts do not appear to be disproportionately high and adverse.

K/
L X4

Permanent parking impacts: In a few cases where right-of-way will be required, parking may be affected at
several facilities along the Project. There is no reason to believe that any of these facilities serve as resources for,
or are owned by, EJ or Title VI populations, and reductions in parking are not anticipated to affect general
operations at the affected facilities or make them noncompliant with minimum parking requirements under the City
Ordinance. Therefore, all parking impacts are expected to be minor, equitably distributed, and are not expected to
cause disproportionately high and adverse impacts to EJ populations.

West Virginia Division of Highways 35



Environmental Assessment for the Greenbag Road Improvement Project

X/
**

Permanent access changes: Minor permanent access changes will result from the Project. An auxiliary turn lane
will be constructed at the driveway to Bluegrass Village, an EJ resource along Greenbag Road (CR 857). While
some may view this as a negative impact, this affect may be offset to some degree by the improved mobility and
reduced congestion that will result along the corridor. Auxiliary turn lanes are also proposed in other areas across
the corridor; therefore, this minor, permanent access change is expected to affect all populations equivalently.

Other minor permanent impacts: Other Project impacts may include, but are not limited to, reduced distance
between resources and the roadway, removal of trees, reduced privacy, and impacts to landscaping. Tree removal
is likely to occur along Greenbag Road (CR 857) at the Bluegrass Village property, and as previously discussed,
residents of this community expressed concern about this potential impact during the April 16, 2019 public
involvement workshop. While this impact will likely affect Bluegrass Village, it is an impact that is expected to be
distributed equivalently across all EJ and non-EJ populations along the corridor.

Temporary construction easements: Temporary construction easements may be required along Greenbag
Road (CR 857) during Project construction. There is no reason to believe that the properties affected by these
easements will impact EJ or Title VI populations or resources.

Temporary access/accessibility impacts: The Project will require a detour during construction activities, which
will cause a minor temporary inconvenience for users of the roadway and affected cross-streets. This may cause a
minor, temporary delay for Routes 4, 14, 15, and 50 of the Mountain Line Transit Authority, an EJ resource, and for
the Buckwheat Express shuttle service, a Title VI resource. Access to and the accessibility of all other EJ/Title VI
resources within the EJ study area will also be affected. However this impact will affect all users of the corridor and
access to all resources proportionally.

Permanent bicycle/pedestrian facility improvements: The Project will construct continuous sidewalks along the
corridor from Mountaineer Mall to the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81) intersection, and along Dorsey
Avenue (CR 81) and Luckey Lane (CR 81/6) in the vicinity of Mountainview Elementary. Local planning documents
recommend facility enhancements for bicyclists and pedestrians in these areas. The improved multimodal
connectivity between residential areas along Greenbag Road (CR 857) with schools, recreational resources,
commercial resources, and transit services will result in a permanent positive access impact to both EJ and non-EJ
populations within the EJ study area. If any of the low-income populations within CT 110, BG 1 lack access to a
motorized vehicle, they may be significantly affected by improved access to these resources. Any minor or
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temporary adverse impacts associated with the Project will likely be offset to some degree by the construction of
bicycle/pedestrian accommodations along the corridor.

As detailed above, all impacts resulting from the Build Alternative are expected to be minor and/or temporary. Because
notable high and adverse impacts are not expected and all impacts affect non-EJ and EJ populations equivalently, there is
no reason to believe that any of these individually minor effects would result in a cumulative significant impact to EJ
populations. Benefits and burdens of the Project will be equitably shared among all populations across the EJ study area.

While minority and low-income populations are present in the Project, no notably adverse community impacts are
anticipated with this Project; thus, impacts to minority and low-income populations do not appear to be disproportionately
high and adverse. Benefits and burdens resulting from the Project are anticipated to be equitably distributed throughout
the community. No disparate impacts are anticipated under Title VI and related statutes.

Environmental Resources within the Project Study Area

Identification of the Study Area’s environmental resources was completed by reviewing secondary resources and
conducting field reconnaissance. Secondary resources utilized for this Project included United States Geographic Survey
(USGS) 7.5 minute topographic quadrangle of Morgantown South, WV (USGS 2016a; United States Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) on-line database (USFWS 2019); Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) website (FEMA 2019); West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Interactive GIS Map
(SHPO 2019); USGS National Land Cover Database (NLCD) (USGS 2016b); United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Web Soil Survey (USDA NRCS 2019a); and Google on-line
aerial mapping resources.

Environmental resources identified in the Project study area include the following:

s Eight palustrine wetlands;

% Thirteen surface water streams;

% 100-year floodplains associated with Aaron Creek and Cobun Creek;

+ Prime Farmland Soils and Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance;

+« Productive Agricultural Land (Hay Production and Livestock);

¢ Cultural Resources (Campbell Farmhouse & FCI Morgantown Kennedy Center / Robert F. Kennedy Youth Center);
«»+ Section 4(f) resources FCI Morgantown Kennedy Center / Robert F. Kennedy Youth Center);
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+» Environmental Justice Areas;

% Community Facilities and Services (Emergency Service Providers, Educational Facilities, Churches, and
Morgantown City Garage); and

+ Land Cover Types (Residential and Commercial developed land, small pockets of deciduous forest, evergreen
forest and pasture).

The design of the Project was compared against the existing environmental features observed in the Study Area through
background research and field investigations. Impacts to the Study Area environmental features were determined utilizing
the proposed right-of-way requirements associated with the two different build alternatives and the intersection options
under consideration for the Project. A general view of the environmental features located within the Study Area are
depicted on Figure 12. Community facilities and services are shown on Figure 13. Additional information and supporting
documentation are included in Appendices B through D.

The tables below summarize the results of this impact assessment.

Table 5 (pages 41 to 52) provides a summary of the potential impacts for Alternative 1, Alternative 2 and the No-Build
Alternative. The impacts listed in Table 5 do not include the impacts for the intersection options.

Table 6 (pages 53 to 54) provides a summary of the impacts at the Mississippi Street Intersection Options A, B, and
C.

Table 7 (pages 55 to 56) provides a summary of the impacts at the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike Intersection
Options D, E and F.

Note, only resources that have impacts for the intersection options are being presented in Tables 6 and 7.
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Environmental Assessment for the Greenbag Road Improvement Project

Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives

Resource or . . .
Context Alternative 1 Alternative 2 No Build
Elements
. The No-Build Alternative would
Federal agencies are .
. not result in enhanced safety or
required to assess whether .
. . mobility along Greenbag Road
proposed projects will have . X
; . . . . . . and intersecting cross-streets for
a disproportionately high All block groups immediately | All block groups immediately . . .
. N . . . . vehicular and multimodal traffic.
impact on minority or low- | adjacent to the Project meet | adjacent to the Project meet o
: . . e o The corridor’s LOS would
income populations. While | thresholds indicating a thresholds indicating a . ; -
o : . : continue to be insufficient for
minority and low-income presence of EJ populations. | presence of EJ populations. .
. . . . . . current and future capacity
populations are presentin | While adverse impacts are While adverse impacts are W . .
. L . L . needs and its intersection with
the Project area, no notably | anticipated under this anticipated under this : .
Y . . Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
adverse community impacts | alternative, all are expected to | alternative, all are expected to .
. . . . . would remain skewed and
. are anticipated with this be minor and/or temporary be minor and/or temporary
Environmental o . . . unsafe for all users. These
) Project; thus, impacts to and all impacts affect non-EJ | and all impacts affect non-EJ , .
Justice R . : . continued conditions would
minority and low-income and EJ populations and EJ populations
. . . . . affect EJ and non-EJ
populations do not appear | equivalently. Impacts include | equivalently. Impacts include , o
. . . . . . ) populations alike; therefore,
to be disproportionately high| right-of-way takes, parking right-of-way takes, parking . o
) . o . o potential impacts to minority and
and adverse. Benefits and | impacts to facilities, expanded | impacts to facilities, expanded ! . .
. ; . low-income populations resulting
burdens resulting from the |access at Bluegrass Village, |access at Bluegrass Village, . .
. C . ) from the No-Build Alternative are
Project are anticipated to be| tree removal, access during | tree removal, access during
: - . , . , not expected to be
equitably distributed construction, and improved construction, and improved . . .
. . . . : disproportionately high and
throughout the community. | bicycle/pedestrian access. bicycle/pedestrian access. o
. ) adverse, and all positive and
No disparate impacts are .
. . negative impacts would be
anticipated under Title VI o .
distributed equitably throughout
and related statutes. .
the community.
Land use along the Project .
) 9 J . . There would be no relocations
corridor represents a One residential property . . .
. . ) : . . for residential or commercial
Displacements | mixture of residential, would require relocation under . . No Impact
. ) . properties under this
commercial, and Federal this alternative. .
. alternative.
properties.

West Virginia Division of Highways 41
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or

Elements Context Alternative 1 Alternative 2 No Build
Chanaes to communit The improved multimodal The improved multimodal
cohes%on resultin fron): the connectivity between connectivity between
roposed Pro'ectgma be residential areas along residential areas along Safe bicvcle and pedestrian
prop ) - y Greenbag Road with schools, | Greenbag Road with schools, cres y .p . .
. adverse or beneficial by . . facilities connecting residential
Community " . ) recreational resources, recreational resources, . :
. splitting or isolating . . areas with community resources
Cohesion . . commercial resources, and commercial resources, and oy .
neighborhoods, generating . . . : . . . : within and beyond the Project
transit services will result in a | transit services will result in a . .
new development, or - " area would remain nonexistent.
connecting residents with permanent positive access permanent positive access
facilities O? services impact to all populations impact to all populations
' within the Project area. within the Project area.
Review of the U.S. Geologic| This alternative will impact the | This alternative will impact the
Survey 2016 Land Cover following land cover types: following land cover types:
ge:ct)gsstt;r:g;ci;essggzzthe % Developed land (low % Developed land (low
cIastified fimarilv as intensity: 1.2 acres; intensity: 1.1 acres;
Land Cover b y medium intensity: 0.4 medium intensity: 0.3 No Impact

Developed, ranging from
high to low intensity with
small pockets of deciduous
forest, evergreen forest and
pasture (USGS 2016b).

acres)
«+ Pasture - 0.2 acres

Developed open space - 0.3
acres.

acres)
«» Pasture - 0.2 acres

Developed open space - 0.2
acres.

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or

Greenbag Road intersection
with Luckey Lane and
appears to be used for
livestock and hay
production.

property will not result in a
change to the existing
operations and is assumed to
be considered insignificant.

property will not result in a
change to the existing
operations and is assumed to
be considered insignificant.

Context Alternative 1 Alternative 2 No Build
Elements
This alternative will impact 2.9 | This alternative will impact 2.5
acres of Farmland of acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance soils Statewide Importance soils
and 0.3 acres of Prime and 0.3 acres of Prime
Farmland soils. Of these Farmland soils. Of these
, , acres, 2.1 acres of Farmland | acres, 1.9 acres of Farmland
Farmland Protection Policy , . . .
. . of Statewide Importance soils | of Statewide Importance soils
Act soils are present in the . .
and 0.2 acres of Prime and 0.2 acres of Prime
area. The form NRCS-CPA- ) .
. Farmland soils are presently | Farmland soils are presently
106 Farmland Conversion No Impact
. . developed. As a result of the | developed. As a result of the
Impact Rating for Corridor . .
Tvpe Proiect rating was less alternative, 0.8 acres of alternative, 0.6 acres of
yp J . 9 Farmland of Statewide Farmland of Statewide
than the 60-point threshold. L S
Importance soils will be Importance soils will be
converted to transportation converted to transportation
Farmlands land use and 0.1 acres of land use and 0.1 acres of
Prime Farmland soils will be | Prime Farmland soils will be
converted to transportation converted to transportation
land use. land use.
Productive agricultural land
is present in the Project This alternative will result in This alternative will result in
area. The Thomas E. an impact of 0.07 acres to the | an impact of 0.07 acres to the
Richards Trust Farm is Thomas E. Richards Trust Thomas E. Richards Trust
located south of the Farm. This sliver take of the | Farm. This sliver take of the No Impact

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or
Elements

Context

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

No Build

Rare,
Threatened,
and
Endangered
Species (RTE)

The West Virginia Division of]
Natural Resources
(WVDNR) reviewed the
Project area and requested
a mussel survey if in-stream
work is anticipated in Cobun
Creek and a spawning
waiver if work will occur
between April 1 and June
30. WVDOH environmental
staff completed mussel and
eagle nest surveys on July
22, 2019. No mussels or
eagle nests were observed
within the Project area. The
US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) reviewed the
Project and determined “this
project is not likely to
adversely affect the Indiana
bat.” The USFWS also
states that “the proposed
project ... will not affect any
known Northern Long Eared
Bat (NLEB) hibernacula ...
and no conservation
measures are required.” The
USFWS letter and WVDNR
responses are attached
within Appendix D.

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or

Context Alternative 1 Alternative 2 No Build

Elements

An aquatic resource

investigation was completed

in 2019. The Project study

area surface waters were

classified as either

mtermlFtent or peren-nl.a.l The impacts to the streams The impacts to the streams

according to the definitions I ) S .

- located within this alternative |located within this alternative
set forth in Title 46 and the
L are as follows: are as follows:

West Virginia Surface

Mining Rules. The Project |« Perennial — 2,447 linear | < Perennial — 2,477 linear

area is located within the feet feet
Streams Monongahela watershed < Intermittent — 255 linear | % Intermittent — 255 linear No Impact

and the streams impacted feet feet

include Cobun Creek and
Unnamed Tributaries to
Cobun Creek and Aaron
Creek. Impacts will be the
result of roadway widening
and the replacement or
extension of drainage
ditches, drainage pipes, and
culverts. The complete
aquatic resources report is
included as Appendix B.

The Total stream impacts for
this alternative are 2,703
linear feet.

The Total stream impacts for
this alternative are 2,732
linear feet.

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or

Context Alternative 1 Alternative 2 No Build

Elements

An aquatic resource

investigation was completed

in 2019. The wetland

identification and delineation

investigation was conducted

in accordance with the Three wetlands will be Two wetlands will be impacted

methodology described in | hacted by this alternative. | by this alternative. The

the USACE Corp of The impacts to the wetlands | impacts to the wetlands are as

E”Q'”ee,rs Wetland are as follows: follows:

Delineation Manual and the

USACE Regional « Palustrine Emergent — % Palustrine Emergent —
Wetlands Supplement to the Corps of 0.01 acres 0.01 acres No Impact

Engineers Wetland % Palustrine Forested — 0.05| % Palustrine Forested — 0.04

Delineation Manual: Eastern acres acres

Mountains and Piedmont
Region. The complete
aquatic resources report is
included as Appendix B
and the wetlands are shown
on the environmental
features maps within this
report.

The Total wetland impacts for
this alternative are 0.06 acres.

The Total wetland impacts for
this alternative are 0.05 acres.

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or
Elements

Context

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

No Build

Floodplains

Federal guidelines require
the use of the National
Flood Insurance Program
maps to evaluate the effect
of the Project on 100-year
floodplains. FEMA has
identified floodplains on
both Cobun Creek and
Aaron Creek. The WVDOH
will apply for a Monongalia
County Floodplain permit
prior to any construction.

Floodplain impacts are
localized at the Cobun Creek
crossing which is included in
the impacts for the Mississippi
Street intersection options A,
B, & C. Refer to Table 2 for
impacts to the floodplain.

Floodplain impacts are
localized at the Cobun Creek
crossing which is included in
the impacts for the Mississippi
Street intersection options A,
B, & C. Refer to Table 2 for
impacts to the floodplain.

No Impact

Groundwater

Aquifers are at a sufficient
depth to be protected from
Project construction. The full
Project area is supplied by
public water service.

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

Air Quality

Monongalia County is in
attainment with National
Ambient Air Quality
Standards for all criteria
pollutants and is not listed in
the transportation
conformity plan for West
Virginia. The Project is
exempt under the CAA
conformity rule under
40CFR 93.126 and from
project-level and Regional
Conformity analysis.

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or

area once right-of-way
impacts to the property are
defined. The results of that
assessment will be
documented in the FONSI.

Elements Context Alternative 1 Alternative 2 No Build
:r-:srs\gri Ztnltr;cgic’:\?v?) Th? noise analysis report The_; noise analysis report
intersections, roadway lane mdpates the_Greenbag Road |nd|qates the_Greenbag Road
widening re-,paving and gnd intersection . gnd intersection .
drainage’improveménts. A |mprove'ments for this |mprove_ments for this
noise analysis report was alternative do not meet the alternative do not meet the
Noise prepared in accordance with requirements for either a Type | requirements for either a Type No Impact
the WVDOH Highway | or Type Il project. The | or Type Il project. The
Traffic Noise Policy and Proje(?t is classified gs a Type Projegt is classified gs a Type
23CER 772. The noise 11 propct and. no noise 11 prOJ_ect and_ no noise
report is included in anglygls for hlghway t.rafflc anfalygls for hlghway t.rafflc
Appendix C. noise impacts is required. noise impacts is required.
The Morgantown City
Garage has been identified
as an area of concern. The
WVDOH has committed to
Potentially | 27> e y //Dga"tse : To be provided by th To be provided by th
nvironmental Site o be provided by the o be provided by the .
Havzvzrsq[zus Assessment for the Project | WVDOH. WVDOH. To be provided by the WVDOH.

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or
Elements

Context

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

No Build

Historic
Resources

A survey of the historic
structures within the Project
area of potential effect was
completed in 2019. The
survey identified two
resources as potentially
eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP). In a letter
dated January 2, 2020, the
SHPO concurred with the
eligibility recommendations
for all surveyed resources
and concurred with the
recommendation that the
project will have No Adverse
Effect on either of the
historic properties. The
concurrence letter is
included in Appendix D.
The report is included as
Appendix E.

No Adverse Effect

No Adverse Effect

No Impact

West Virginia Division of Highways

49
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or
Elements

Context

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

No Build

Archaeological
Resources

A Phase | archaeological
survey was completed in
2019 and did not identify
any archaeological
resources within the study
area for the corridor. In a
letter dated November 19,
2019, the SHPO determined
no further archaeological
investigations are
necessary. The concurrence
letter is included in
Appendix D. The report is
included in Appendix F.

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

Utilities

Electric, gas, sewer, and
water lines have been
identified within the Project
corridor.

Several utility lines and
associated components will
be relocated.

Several utility lines and
associated components will
be relocated.

No Impact

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Environmental Assessment for the Greenbag Road Improvement Project

Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or

and the action includes all
possible planning to
minimize harm to the
property resulting from such
use or FHWA determines
that the use of the property
will have a de minimis
impact.

property.

There will be no right-of-way
acquired from the FCI
Morgantown facility, thereby
resulting in No Use of the
Section 4(f) resource.

property.

There will be no right-of-way
acquired from the FCI
Morgantown facility, thereby
resulting in No Use of the
Section 4(f) resource.

Context Alternative 1 Alternative 2 No Build
Elements
Federal laws stipulate that
FHWA cannot approve the
use of land from publicly Two NRHP-eligible resources | Two NRHP-eligible resources
owned parks, recreational | were identified within the were identified within the
areas, wildlife and waterfowl| Project vicinity: the Campbell | Project vicinity: the Campbell
refuges, or public and Farmhouse and the FCI Farmhouse and the FCI
private historical sites Morgantown facility. Morgantown facility.
. uniess there is no feasible The Campbell Farmhouse will | The Campbell Farmhouse will
Section 4(f) |and prudent avoidance . . . .
Resources | alternative to the use of land not have direct impacts to the | not have direct impacts to the No Impact

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 5: Impacts Analysis Table — Alternatives (continued)

Resource or

delays or detours.

Occupational Safety and
Health Administration
guidelines to protect
employees, the public, and
property. An erosion and
sediment pollution control plan
will be prepared and
implemented for the Project to
eliminate or minimize
sedimentation.

Occupational Safety and
Health Administration
guidelines to protect
employees, the public, and
property. An erosion and
sediment pollution control plan
will be prepared and
implemented for the Project to
eliminate or minimize
sedimentation.

Context Alternative 1 Alternative 2 No Build
Elements
Access will be maintained to | Access will be maintained to
all properties during all properties during
construction. The flow of construction. The flow of
traffic will be maintained traffic will be maintained
through the use of traffic through the use of traffic
controls, detours or temporary | controls, detours or temporary
signals or flaggers to minimize| signals or flaggers to minimize
disruptions. Construction will | disruptions. Construction will
. . comply with all federal, state, | comply with all federal, state,
Construction will create . .
. and local laws regarding and local laws regarding
Temporary | short-term impacts related I L
. ) ) . safety, health, and sanitation. | safety, health, and sanitation.
Construction |to increased noise and air . . No Impact
. . .| Contractors will follow Contractors will follow
Impacts pollution, erosion, and traffic

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 6: Impacts Analysis Table — Mississippi Street Intersection Options

Resource
or
Elements

Context

A (Traffic Signal)

B (Roundabout)

C (Roundabout with
dedicated right turn lane)

Farmlands

Farmland Protection Policy
Act soils are present in the
area. The form NRCS-CPA-
106 Farmland Conversion
Impact Rating for Corridor
Type Project rating was less
than the 60-point threshold.

This option will impact 0.01
acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance and
2.7 acres of Prime
Farmland. Of these acres,
0.01 acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance and
2.6 acres of Prime Farmland
are developed.

This option will impact 0.1
acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance and
0.8 acres of Prime
Farmland. Of these acres,
0.1 acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance and
0.8 acres of Prime Farmland
are developed.

This option will impact 0.1
acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance and
0.8 acres of Prime
Farmland. Of these acres,
0.1 acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance and
0.8 acres of Prime Farmland
are developed.

Productive agricultural land
is present in the Project
area. The Thomas E.
Richards Trust Farm is
located south of the
Greenbag Road intersection
with Luckey Lane and
appears to be used for
livestock and hay
production.

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

Land Cover

Review of the U.S. Geologic
Survey 2016 Land Cover
dataset indicates that the
Project area has been
classified primarily as
Developed, ranging from
high to low intensity with
small pockets of deciduous
forest, evergreen forest and
pasture (USGS 2016b).

This option will impact
developed land (low
intensity: 0.5 acres; medium
intensity: 1.2 acres; high
intensity: 0.9).

This option will impact
developed land (low
intensity: 0.6 acres; medium
intensity: 1.3 acres; high
intensity: 0.9).

This option will impact
developed land (low
intensity: 0.6 acres; medium
intensity: 1.3 acres; high
intensity: 0.9).

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 6: Impacts Analysis Table — Mississippi Street Intersection Options (continued)

Resource
or
Elements

Context

A (Traffic Signal)

B (Roundabout)

C (Roundabout with
dedicated right turn lane)

Streams

An aquatic resource
investigation was completed
in 2019. The complete
aquatic resources report is
included as Appendix B and
streams are shown on the
environmental features
maps within this report.

The impacts to the streams
located within this option are
as follows:

7

« Perennial — 338 linear
feet

+ Intermittent — 162 linear

feet

The Total stream impacts for
this option are 500 linear
feet.

The impacts to the streams
located within this option are
as follows:

+ Perennial — 356 linear
feet

+ Intermittent — 165 linear
feet

The Total stream impacts for
this option are 521 linear
feet.

The impacts to the streams
located within this option are
as follows:

o

« Perennial — 356 linear
feet

% Intermittent — 165 linear
feet

The Total stream impacts for
this option are 521 linear
feet.

Wetlands

An aquatic resource
investigation was completed
in 2019. The complete
aquatic resources report is
included as Appendix B and
the wetlands are shown on
the environmental features
maps within this report.

One PEM wetland will be
impacted by this intersection
option for a total of 0.05
acres.

One PEM wetland will be
impacted by this intersection
option for a total of 0.05
acres.

One PEM wetland will be
impacted by this intersection
option for a total of 0.05
acres.

Floodplains

Federal guidelines require
the use of the National Flood
Insurance Program maps to
evaluate the effect of the
Project on 100-year
floodplains. FEMA has
identified floodplains on both
Cobun Creek and Aaron
Creek.

This option will impact a total
of 1.3 acres defined as
regulated floodplain at the
Cobun Creek crossing.

This option will impact a total
of 1.3 acres defined as
regulated floodplain at the
Cobun Creek crossing.

This option will impact a total
of 1.3 acres defined as
regulated floodplain at the
Cobun Creek crossing.

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 7: Impacts Analysis Table — Dorsey Avenue / Kingwood Pike Intersection Options

Resource or
Elements

Context

D (Traffic signal with
exclusive left and shared
through/right turn lane)

E (Traffic signal with
exclusive left turn lane,
exclusive through lane,

exclusive right turn lane)

F (Roundabout)

Displacements

Land use along the Project
corridor represents a mixture
of residential, commercial,
and Federal properties.

Two residences would
require relocation with this
intersection option.

Three residences would
require relocation with this
intersection option.

There would be no
relocations for residential or
commercial properties under
this intersection option.

Farmland Protection Policy
Act soils are present in the
area. The form NRCS-CPA-
106 Farmland Conversion
Impact Rating for Corridor
Type Project rating was less
than the 60-point threshold.

This option will impact 2.2
acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance. Of
these acres, 1.4 acres of
Farmland of Statewide
Importance are developed.
However, no areas of
productive farmlands will be
impacted therefore this
impact is expected to be

This option will impact 2.8
acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance. Of
these acres, 1.7 acres of
Farmland of Statewide
Importance are developed.
However, no areas of
productive farmlands will be
impacted therefore this
impact is expected to be

This option will impact 3.1
acres of Farmland of
Statewide Importance. Of
these acres, 1.7 acres of
Farmland of Statewide
Importance are developed.
However, no areas of
productive farmlands will be
impacted therefore this
impact is expected to be

Farmlands negligible. negligible. negligible.
Productive agricultural land This option will result in an This option will result in an This option will result in an
is present in the Project impact of 0.31 acres to the impact of 0.31 acres to the impact of 0.29 acres to the
area. The Thomas E. Thomas E. Richards Trust Thomas E. Richards Trust Thomas E. Richards Trust
Richards Trust Farm is Farm. This sliver take of the | Farm. This sliver take of the | Farm. This sliver take of the
located south of the property will not result in a property will not result in a property will not result in a
Greenbag Road intersection | change to the existing change to the existing change to the existing
with Luckey Lane and operations and is assumed operations and is assumed operations and is assumed
appears to be used for to be considered to be considered to be considered
livestock and hay production. | insignificant. insignificant. insignificant.
Review of the USGS 2016 This option will impact: This option will impact: This option will impact:
Land Cover dataset «» developed land (low % developed land (low + developed land (low
indicates that the Project intensity: 1.2 acres; intensity: 1.3 acres; intensity: 1.7 acres;
area has been classified medium intensity: medium intensity: medium intensity:
Land Cover primarily as Developed, 0.8 acres; high 0.9 acres; high 0.7 acres; high

ranging from high to low
intensity with small pockets
of deciduous forest,
evergreen forest and pasture
(USGS 2016b).

intensity: 0.1);

% deciduous forest -
0.3 acres; and

« developed open
space - 0.8 acres.

intensity: 0.2);

% deciduous forest -
0.3 acres; and

+» developed open
space - 1.0 acres.

intensity: 0.1);

+ deciduous forest -
0.5 acres; and

+ developed open
space - 1.1 acres.

West Virginia Division of Highways
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Table 7: Impacts Analysis Table — Dorsey Avenue / Kingwood Pike Intersection Options (continued)

Resource or

D (Traffic signal with

E (Traffic signal with
exclusive left turn lane,

Eloments Context exclusive left and shared exclusive through lane F (Roundabout)
through/right turn lane) . . g ’
exclusive right turn lane)
The impacts to the streams The impacts to the streams The impacts to the streams
Iocatedpwithin this option are located within this option are | located within this option are
investigation was completed - - . - . .
in 2019. The complete % Perennial — 95 linear feet | ::ertenmal 100 linear g f;;enmal 120 linear
aquatic resources report is <& i - i i i ) )
Streams inci:luded as AppendiF:( B and ]Icgzrmlttent 333 linear % Intermittent — 333 linear | % Intermittent — 333 linear
streams are shown on the feet feet

environmental features maps
within this report.

The Total stream impacts for
this option are 428 linear
feet.

The Total stream impacts for
this option are 433 linear
feet.

The Total stream impacts for
this option are 453 linear
feet.

West Virginia Division of Highways
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WILL THERE BE ANY SECONDARY OR CUMULATIVE EFFECTS FROM THE PROJECT?

Cumulative impacts are decided by the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) as “the impact on the environment which
results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future
actions regardless of what agency (Federal or non-federal) or person undertakes such other actions.” (CEQ 2005).
Cumulative Effects can occur from repeated impacts resulting from a single project, added effects from multiple sources,
or impacts resulting from the interactions of numerous sources. Secondary impacts are effects “caused by an action and
are later in time or farther removed in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable.” (CEQ 2005). These are generally
induced by the action and examples include growth and development and/or land use change.

A complete secondary and cumulative effects analysis is included in this EA as Appendix G. This Cumulative Effects
Analysis incorporated information gathered from site visits and reviews of US Census data and local planning documents.
A Secondary and Cumulative Effects study area and was delineated for the purpose of evaluating potential secondary
and/or cumulative effects. The Secondary and Cumulative Effects study area was generally based on a 0.5-mile buffer of
the Project and encompasses other planned or proposed projects including or in the vicinity of Greenbag Road (CR 857)
(see Figure 13 for the study area). The analysis evaluated potential Cumulative Effects that may occur through a horizon
year of 2045, which is consistent with the current Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MMMPO 2017) planning horizon.

Potential for Secondary Impacts

Availability of land and transportation infrastructure in the Project area indicates that new development is most likely to
occur along Greenbag Road (CR 857) at US 119, at Mountaineer Mall, east of Dorsey Avenue (CR 81) in neighborhoods
surrounding Haymaker Forest, in the southeast quadrant of Greenbag Road (CR 857) and Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
(CR 81), on the west side of Greenbag Road (CR 857) north of Lower Aarons Creek Road, and at Sabraton at the
Greenbag Road (CR 857) intersection with WV-7 (Earl Core Road). Summaries of these locations are provided below:

« US 119 — This location provides convenient access to/from downtown Morgantown. There are several small
parcels available for development along the segment of US 119 in the vicinity of the Greenbag Road (CR 857)
intersection, and all utilities are available. This area is identified as a “Corridor Enhancement Area” in the City of
Morgantown’s Comprehensive Plan (2013) (i.e., where development may be improved with a mix of uses,
increased intensity at major intersections, and roadway improvements to improve mobility for motorists and
multimodal users).

X/
°

Mountaineer Mall — While this property was not identified as developable land, it is targeted for future infill,
redevelopment, and encouraged growth according to the City of Morgantown’s Comprehensive Plan (2013). Water
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and sewer services are available at this location, it is accessible by public transit services, and it is convenient for
motorists traveling into and out of Morgantown via US 119.

+ East of Dorsey Avenue (CR 81), near Haymaker Forest — This location is primarily under Monongalia County’s
jurisdiction, and while water and sewer services are more limited than other areas of the Project area, utility lines
surround the area. This region is also proposed for annexation under the City of Morgantown’s Annexation Report
(2019), and if the boundary expansion is approved, utility services would be provided in all newly-acquired areas as
part of the agreement. A group of small parcels adjacent to each other were identified in this area as developable
land. Local officials with the City of Morgantown desire to purchase the Haymaker Forest property and manage it
as a reserve/greenspace; however, there are development plans to expand the neighborhoods to the north by
constructing approximately 81 townhomes in this area. The development may encroach on the Haymaker Forest
before the property obtains local government ownership and protection (WV Metro News 2019).

% In the southeast quadrant of Greenbag Road (CR 857) and Kingwood Pike (CR 81) — This area is under
Monongalia County’s jurisdiction and was identified in the City of Morgantown’s Comprehensive Plan (2013) as an
area of Controlled Growth (i.e., “developing areas, or currently undeveloped land where more growth is likely due
to proximity to existing thoroughfares, infrastructure and adjacency to recent development”). Though development
is not encouraged in this area and utility services are limited, three of the largest parcels within the Secondary and
Cumulative Effects study area identified to be available for development are in this region, and they are adjacent to
each other. More than 130 acres across six parcels in this area and on the west side of Kingwood Pike (CR 81) are
held by one landowner. All six parcels were flagged as developable land.

+ North of Lower Aarons Creek Road — Parcels on both sides of Greenbag Road (CR 857) north of Lower Aarons
Creek Road, all within Monongalia County’s jurisdiction, are available for development. Topographic constraints
and limited water and sewer availability would restrict development to the west side of the corridor, which is already
partially developed. The City of Morgantown identifies this as a Corridor Enhancement Area in their
Comprehensive Plan (2013), and infill and/or redevelopment will likely occur in this area, especially if controlled
growth in the Sabraton area to the north (see discussion below) occurs. As with the area east of Dorsey Avenue
(CR 81), this region is proposed to be incorporated with Morgantown.

+« Sabraton infill and redevelopment - Though outside of the Secondary and Cumulative Effects study area, the area
along WV-7 (Earl Core Road) north and south of its intersection with Greenbag Road (CR 857) is also identified as
a Corridor Enhancement Area. This area is targeted for encouraged growth according to the Conceptual Growth
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Framework map (City of Morgantown 2013). Sabraton, located at the Greenbag Road (CR 857) intersection, is a
designated “area of opportunity” in The Comprehensive Plan. The City of Morgantown envisions continued infill and
redevelopment in this region as a mixed-use employment, retail, accommodation, and residential district.

Most areas within the portion of the Secondary and Cumulative Effects study area overlapping with the jurisdictional limits
of Morgantown are targeted for infill or redevelopment of existing properties (City of Morgantown 2013). Exceptions
include Mountaineer Mall and Sabraton, where growth is encouraged; the area south of Greenbag Road (CR 857) and
east of Kingwood Pike (CR 81), where there is a local desire to control future growth; and areas targeted as
preserves/open space, all areas within the portion of the Secondary and Cumulative Effects study area overlapping with
the jurisdictional limits of Morgantown are targeted for infill or redevelopment of existing properties (City of Morgantown
2013).

The Project proposes improvements that will increase the capacity of the roadway, thereby improving access to the
commercial node at the western terminus of the Project, to the commercial corridor along WV-7 east of the Project, to
Sabraton, and to US 119, WV-7, and other major thoroughfares of Morgantown. By doing so, it will improve traffic mobility
under existing conditions, allow the roadway to operate at an acceptable LOS for anticipated future growth (MMMPO
2017), and enhance users’ experiences. The benefits associated with the Project may stimulate the local or regional
economy, but any change is not expected to be significantly different from current conditions.

As described above, developable land is present within 0.5 miles of the Project area. The area has experienced
population and employment growth over the past decade (USCB 2018), a trend that is expected to continue (Lego and
Deskins 2015), and local jurisdictions have plans and ordinances in place to effectively manage growth and development
and protect natural resources within the Secondary and Cumulative Effects study area. Considering the overall scope and
nature of the Project, it is not anticipated that the proposed Greenbag Road (CR 857) improvements would influence land
use decisions or encourage land use changes.

While development is occurring within the Secondary and Cumulative Effects study area, there is no reason to believe a
demand exists that would cause future growth to outpace intensities that have occurred in the recent past. Similarly, there
is no indication that the construction of the Project would alter the patterns of future growth within the Secondary and
Cumulative Effects study area. The presence of water and sewer services, available land for development that is
unconstrained by topography, and convenient access to US 119 and other major thoroughfares through Morgantown are
all factors that may encourage land use change in the vicinity of the Greenbag Road (CR 857) Corridor. While growth may
occur, any development in the area is likely to occur regardless of if the Project is constructed or not. The Project study
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area contains notable cultural and environmental features, including Cobun Creek, Aaron Creek, other intermittent and
perennial streams, 700-year floodplains associated with Cobun Creek and Aaron Creek, numerous wetlands, and
impaired waters. These features are provided numerous protections under State, Federal, and local regulations, but risk
being impacted by cumulative effects of the proposed Project and past and/or future actions.

While the Project improvements on their own may only result in minor impacts to the notable cultural, community, water
quality, natural features, and habitat within the study area, they may contribute to other effects that have resulted from
past actions, and/or to impacts that will occur from future planned actions. In order to evaluate the potential for, magnitude
of, and interactions between these cumulative effects, past projects since 1989 and planned actions through the year
2045 were identified and evaluated qualitatively. Information was primarily sourced from local planning documents, study
area field views, and a review of aerial imagery. Actions that may have contributed to cumulative effects in the area
include, but are not limited to:

% Development or expansion of small commercial properties along US 119, and north of Greenbag Road (CR 857)
near Mountaineer Mall

X/
°

Individual facility expansion at numerous locations along the corridor (e.g., South Middle School and Monongalia
County Technical Education Center, municipal facilities, and the FCI)

% Extension of Distributor Drive and development at the end and on either side of the roadway

% Paving of the Morgantown Utility Board driveway off of Greenbag Road (CR 857)

+ Construction of the Bluegrass Village development

+ Development in the northwest quadrant of Greenbag Road (CR 857) and Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81)
++ Construction of Mountainview Elementary

+» Development of numerous single family and multifamily residences along Marcus Drive

+ Construction of facilities and their respective access streets on the north side of Greenbag Road (CR 857), east of
Luckey Lane (CR 81/6), serving residential (e.g., Ashworth Lane, Jonathan Lane, Long Branch Drive) and
commercial uses.

+ Construction of Glen Oaks Drive, south of the corridor, and residences accessed by that road.

++ Construction of Harvest Family Worship Center, Covenant Christian School, and their paved access roads.

West Virginia Division of Highways 60



Environmental Assessment for the Greenbag Road Improvement Project

% Construction of numerous commercial facilities surrounding Greenbag Road (CR 857) north of Lower Aarons
Creek Road.

In addition to past actions, potential cumulative effects of a proposed action were aggregated with other ongoing and
reasonably foreseeable future actions (RFFAs). The identification of RFFAs is complicated by the fact that future actions
are not always foreseeable, that planned actions are contingent upon funding security and/or preliminary planning actions,
by the economic and political climates of the area, and by many other factors that can be impossible to predict.

Actions that may occur in the future and hold the potential to contribute to cumulative effects on terrestrial habitat, land
use, water quality, wetlands, streams, air quality, traffic, and cultural resources within the Secondary and Cumulative
Effects study area include:

+ The White Park Caperton Trail Connection in the northern region of the Secondary and Cumulative Effects study
area.

+ Upgrades to:
o WV-7 (Earl Core Road), including intersection with Greenbag Road (CR 857).
o US 119 (Grafton Road).
o Dorsey Avenue (CR 81) sidewalks.
o Smithtown Road.
+«»+ Utility expansion and repaving along Mississippi Street (CR 857/1).
+«+ Utility expansion across other areas proposed to be incorporated in the City of Morgantown.

« General water service line expansions with completion of the new Cobun Creek reservoir currently under
construction, south of the Secondary and Cumulative Effects study area.

+«+ Conversion of agricultural or forested land to be developed.

Any proposed development, whether it is transportation or utility-oriented, multimodal facility improvements, residential, or
commercial in nature, can result in negative impacts to water quality, wetlands, habitat, wildlife, and/or cultural resources.
There is risk of physical adverse impacts associated with any temporary or permanent ground disturbance, and any
increase in impervious surface can result in impaired water quality which could translate to adverse impacts to aquatic
habitat and wildlife. Construction activities in the short-term can also create negative impacts to air quality. At the same
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time, construction and development activity generally occurs with an intent to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate any
adverse impacts to natural or cultural resources. This can result in new water or habitat features that could offset negative
impacts, as well as potential for improved understanding of the status of threatened, rare, and endangered species. These
projects may also provide opportunities for enhanced coordination between resource agencies and other stakeholders
that may not have otherwise occurred, potentially resulting in improved management of the function and values of these
natural and cultural resources at a broader level.

The physical ground disturbance that can be associated with multimodal facility improvements can result in mixed impacts
to natural and cultural resources as described above. However, the overall impacts of such improvements would likely be
positive. Recreational resources would improve, especially since planned actions described in the Comprehensive Plan
(City of Morgantown 2013) and the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MMMPO 2017) identify multimodal facilities
improvements that would create direct connections between parks, schools, and residential areas. Air quality would
improve if the availability of multimodal facilities cause motorists to opt for active forms of transportation instead of
vehicles. Any reduced congestion that might result from that shift would improve air quality. Socioeconomics may improve
if the multimodal facility improvements enhance access between residential areas and employment or commercial
opportunities.

Besides the previously-described mixed impacts to natural and cultural resources, water and sewer enhancements would
result in a positive impact to water quality, recreational resources, and socioeconomics. Sewer systems that are designed
to an appropriate capacity are less likely to fail. This impact would therefore offset any negative impact the disturbance
would cause to water quality. The presence of adequate utilities is also essential for the health, well-being, and
attractiveness of a community. The availability of adequate services increases the likelihood for development and creates
a desirable area to live and work in, which would in turn result in a positive effect on the socioeconomics of an area.

Transportation system improvements that are described in the local planning documents generally propose widening
and/or new access facilities, construction of which would likely result in mixed impacts to natural and cultural resources as
described previously. If these improvements result in overall travel time savings and/or reduced congestion, they could
also contribute to air quality improvements over time due to reduced emissions sourced from motorized vehicles. There is
potential for mixed access impacts to recreational, socioeconomic, and/or cultural resources, since even at the individual
project level different areas can experience positive or negative access impacts.

The mixed impacts associated with the construction of new commercial and/or residential areas could be offset by any
positive socioeconomic impacts that occur as a result of these developments. These actions may also result in negative
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impacts to notable resources if population increases result, causing a rise in demand for transportation facilities and
recreational, cultural, and community resources.

The regulatory environment is expected to result in a positive impact to water quality, wetlands, streams, terrestrial
habitat, wildlife, air quality, recreational resources, socioeconomics, and cultural resources. Federal, state, and local
regulations are in place to protect natural, cultural, and socioeconomic resources. Although cumulative effects associated
with the Project are possible as described above, the City of Morgantown has demonstrated planning and policy initiatives
over the past decade to preserve and protect important resources under its jurisdiction from pressures associated with
growth and development. A concerted effort by government and the private sector has also occurred over the past decade
to plan for growth and redevelopment and protect human and natural environmental resources. Local jurisdictions have
plans and ordinances in place to effectively manage development and protect natural resources within the Secondary and
Cumulative Effects study area. Considering the overall scope and nature of the Project, it is not expected to influence land
use decisions or induce land use change.

The combined effects of this Project when considered in the context of other past, present, and future actions, and the
resulting impacts on the human and natural features within the Secondary and Cumulative Effects study area, will likely
minimally contribute to cumulative impacts to environmental resources in the Secondary and Cumulative Effects study
area. Direct impacts by WVDOH projects will be addressed by avoidance, minimization, or mitigation consistent with
programmatic agreements with the respective resource agencies during the permitting process. All developments will be
required to follow local, state, and federal guidelines and permitting regulations.
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WHAT ARE THE COSTS ESTIMATED FOR THE ALTERNATIVES?
Estimated construction costs were developed for both alternatives and each of the options. Tables 8 and 9 below show
the estimated costs for each of the alternatives with all possible combinations of the intersection options. The cost for the

preferred alternative is highlighted in Table 9.

Table 8: Estimated Construction Costs for Alternative 1

$10,755,399.35

$13,249,895.68

$12,689,979.44

$13,125,555.10 $13,685,471.34 $11,190,975.01

$13,074,839.27 $13,634,755.51 $11,140,259.18

Table 9: Estimated Construction Costs for Alternative 2

$9,842,019.50

$11,792,156.83

$11,238,152.91

$11,642,971.91 $12,196,975.83 $10,246,838.49

$11,825,328.90 $12,379,332.83
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IDENTIFICATION OF A PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

All alternatives and intersection options were screened to determine level of impacts to businesses and residences within
the Project area. Consideration was also given to the improvement predicted for the LOS from current year to design year
2048 (Table 10).

Table 10: Alternatives Screening

Mississippi Street Dorsey Avenue
Alternatives Intersection Options Intersection Options

1 2 No Build A B C D E F

Businesses Taken 0 0 No impact 0 0 0 0 0 0

Residences Taken 1 0 No impact 0 0 0 2 3 0
Controlled by|Controlled by
LOS at major|LOS at major|

LOS (AM/PM) |intersections | intersections D/F A/B B/A A/A CIE C/C B/C

From the range of alternatives and intersection options considered, Alternative 2 with intersection options C and F is
identified as the preferred alternative. The alternative impacts fewer residences and provides for more improvement to the
flow of traffic through the corridor.

Summary Of Impacts From The Preferred Alternative

Figure 14 provides detailed figures showing the preferred alternative along with information related to environmental
features and the built environmental. Table 11 provides a summary of all of the impacts for the preferred alternative,
combining the alternative (2) with both of the intersection options selected (C and F).
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Table 11: Summary of Impacts From the Preferred Alternative (2/C/ F)

Resource or
Elements

Preferred Alternative
2/C/F

Environmental
Justice

All block groups immediately adjacent to the Project meet thresholds indicating a presence of EJ populations. While
adverse impacts are anticipated under this alternative, all are expected to be minor and/or temporary and all impacts affect
non-EJ and EJ populations equivalently. Impacts include right-of-way takes, parking impacts to facilities, expanded access
at Bluegrass Village, tree removal, access during construction, and improved bicycle/pedestrian access.

Displacements

There would be no relocations for residential or commercial properties under the preferred alternative.

Community Facilities
and Services

The expanded roadway widths and turning lane will improve traffic capacity and provide for increased mobility. Vehicle
travel through the corridor will be more efficient. Non-motorized access to community services will be enhanced through
the presence of the sidewalks and increased roadway shoulders for bicycle use.

Community Cohesion

The improved multimodal connectivity between residential areas along Greenbag Road with schools, recreational
resources, commercial resources, and transit services will result in a permanent positive access impact to all populations
within the Project area.

This alternative will impact 5.7 acres of Farmland of Statewide Importance soil and 1.1 acres of Prime Farmland soil. Of
these acres, 3.7 acres of Farmland of Statewide Importance soil and 1 acre of Prime Farmland soil have been previously
developed.

Farmlands
This alternative will result in an impact of 0.07 acres to the Thomas E. Richards Trust Farm. This sliver take of the property
will not result in a change to the existing operations and is assumed to be considered insignificant.
The Project will impact the following land cover types:
« Developed land (low intensity: 1.1 acres; medium intensity: 2.6 acres; high intensity: 2.0 acres)
Land Cover % Pasture — 0.2 acres
+ Deciduous forest — 0.5 acres
+ Developed open space — 0.2 acres
RTE Species No Impact
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Table 11: Summary of Impacts From the Preferred Alternative (2/ C / F) (continued)

Resource or

Preferred Alternative

Hazardous Waste

Elements 2/CI/F
The impacts to the streams located within this alternative are as follows:
Streams < Perennial — 2,953 linear feet
« Intermittent — 753 linear feet
The total stream impacts for this alternative are 3,706 linear feet.
Three wetlands will be impacted by this alternative. The impacts to the wetlands located within the Project area are as
follows:
Wetlands + Palustrine Emergent — 0.06 acres
+ Palustrine Forested — 0.04 acres
The total wetland impacts for this alternative are 0.1 acres.
Floodplains The Project will impact a total of 1.3 acres defined as regulated floodplain at the Cobun Creek crossing.
Groundwater No Impact
Air Quality No Impact
The noise analysis report indicates the Greenbag Road and intersection improvements for this alternative do not meet the
Noise requirements for either a Type | or Type Il project. The Project is classified as a Type lll project and no noise analysis for
highway traffic noise impacts is required.
Potentially The Morgantown City Garage has been identified as an area of concern. The WVDOH has committed to completing a

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment for the Project area once right-of-way impacts to the property are defined. The
results of that assessment will be documented in the FONSI.

Historic Resources

No Adverse Effect

Archaeological
Resources

No Impact

Utilities

Several utility lines and associated components will be relocated.
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Table 11: Summary of Impacts From the Preferred Alternative (2/ C / F) (continued)

Resource or Preferred Alternative
Elements 2/CI/F

Two NRHP-eligible resources were identified within the Project vicinity. The Campbell Farmhouse will not have direct

Section 4(f) impacts to the property. There will be no right-of-way acquired from the FCI Morgantown facility, thereby resulting in No

Resources Use of the Section 4(f) resource.
Access will be maintained to all properties during construction. The flow of traffic will be maintained through the use of
Temporary traffic controls, detours or temporary signals or flaggers to minimize disruptions. Construction will comply with all federal,

state, and local laws regarding safety, health, and sanitation. Contractors will follow Occupational Safety and Health
Administration guidelines to protect employees, the public, and property. An erosion and sediment pollution control plan will
be prepared and implemented for the Project to eliminate or minimize sedimentation.

Construction Impacts

HOW WELL DOES THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE MEET PURPOSE AND NEED?

In considering the purpose and need for the Project, Alternative 2 C / F was compared to the No Build Alternative to
determine whether the benefits of the Project warrant the expenditure of public funds. The results of the comparison are
displayed in Table 12.

Table 12: Comparison of Preferred and No-Build Alternatives to Purpose and Need

Purpose and Need

Preferred Alternative (2 C / F) No Build
Element

Expected growth in the region will negatively impact
the flow of traffic increasing point-to-point travel
times accessing all destinations along the Project
corridor. The LOS is expected to degrade to D/F.

Highway operations will be improved with this
Traffic Congestion alternate. The LOS will be improved to an overall B
for AM and C for PM.

The addition of sidewalks and shoulders for bicycle
use between the residential areas along Greenbag | Safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities connecting

. . Road with schools, recreational resources, residential areas with community resources within
Non-motorized connections . ) . . . :
commercial resources, and transit services will result | and beyond the Project area would remain
in a permanent positive access impact to all nonexistent.

populations within the Project area.
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MITIGATION OF IMPACTS FROM THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE
Mitigation commitments proposed by the WVDOH to lessen permanent and temporary impacts are shown in Table 13.
Additional measures may be proposed during final design to avoid or minimize permanent and temporary impacts.

Table 13: Mitigation Commitments

Resource or
Elements

Impact

Mitigation Commitment

Environmental
Justice

Impacts include right-of-way
takes, parking impacts to
facilities, tree removal, and
access during construction.

The WVDOH will stipulate in the final design specifications the replacement of trees in kind
between Bluegrass Village and the roadway after construction has been completed.
Representatives of WVDOH will coordinate with the City of Morgantown and Monongalia
County to ensure full and fair participation of all potentially-affected communities in the
transportation decision-making process.

Land Cover

The preferred alternative will
convert approximately 0.7
acres of non-built up land to
highway use.

Prior to earth disturbing activities, an approved Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Plan
and appropriate best management practices (BMPs) will be implemented/installed to avoid
unintentional impacts to resources beyond the proposed limits of construction. This will also
minimize potential impacts to water quality and stream habitat throughout the Project area.
Disturbed areas will be revegetated with a native seed mixture after construction. Furthermore,
the limits of construction for the Project have been reduced to the greatest extent possible
while still meeting the Project Purpose and Need.

Streams

The preferred alternative will
impact a total of 3,706 linear
feet of streams. Impacts will be
the result of roadway widening
and the replacement or
extension of drainage ditches,
drainage pipes, and culverts.

During final design, further avoidance and/or minimization measures will be considered and/or
implemented as appropriate to reduce the total impacts to streams. Specific BMPs will be
developed prior to construction to reduce the amount of disturbed aquatic habitat and riparian
vegetation; minimize opportunities for increased sedimentation during construction; revegetate
all disturbed areas to prevent accelerated erosion; designate equipment fueling and service
areas away from aquatic habitats; and designate and construct all stormwater management
facilities to prevent runoff. Coordination with resource agencies will continue throughout
construction activities as necessary.

RTE Species

In channel work in Cobun
Creek

If in channel work is set to occur in Cobun Creek between April 1 and June 30, the WVDOH
will request a spawning waiver from the WVDNR.
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Table 13: Mitigation Commitments (continued)

Resource or

Elements Impact Mitigation Commitment
The preferred alternative WI". During final design, further avoidance and/or minimization measures will be considered and/or
impact three wetlands resulting |. . . SR
. . implemented as appropriate to reduce the total impacts to jurisdictional wetlands. If necessary,
Wetlands in an impact of 0.1 acres. Most . . . " . .
. unavoidable impacts will be mitigated through the purchase of appropriate wetland banking
of the impact wetlands are credits or payments to the state's in-lieu fee program
identified as PEM. pay program.
The preferred alternative will
Floodblains impact a total of 1.3 acres During final design, measures will be identified to minimize and avoid impacts to floodplains.
P defined as regulated floodplain |The WVDOH will apply for a Monongalia County Floodplain permit prior to any construction.
at the Cobun Creek crossing.
Noise generating construction activities such as pile driving or jack hammering should be
Sound levels may be o . . o ; . :
. e . minimized and completed during daytime activities. Mufflers will be installed on equipment to
Noise temporarily increased during S o . : . o
. minimize temporary noise impacts during construction. The permanent condition of the existing
construction. : . g g : .
noise environment is not anticipated to change following construction.
Utility relocations will be Coordination with utility operators will be required. The WVDOH has detailed procedures for
Utilities required as a result of the coordinating with impacted utilities and the relocations will be completed prior to construction
Project. with limited inconvenience to the public.
The Morgantown City Garage
is an area of concern. Exact
Potentially impacts will be defined upon

Hazardous Waste

completion of the Phase |
Environmental Site
Assessment.

To be determined upon completion of the Phase | Environmental Site Assessment

Temporary
Construction Impacts

Construction will create short-
term impacts related to
increased noise and air
pollution, erosion, and traffic
delays or detours.

Access will be maintained to all properties during construction. The flow of traffic will be
maintained through the use of detours or temporary signals or flaggers to minimize disruptions.
Construction will comply with all federal, state, and local laws regarding safety, health, and
sanitation. Contractors will follow Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines to
protect employees, the public, and property.
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RESOURCE AGENCY COORDINATION

The WVDOH has coordinated with environmental resource agencies throughout the development of the Project. Agencies
involved in the Project to date include the FHWA, the WVDEP, the West Virginia Division of Culture and History
(WVDCH), and the WVDNR. Correspondence with these agencies and public officials related to the Project are attached
in Appendix D. Coordination with these agencies, officials, and others will continue during the development of the Project.

REQUIRED PERMITS

The following permits will be required prior to construction:

% Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit from the US Army Corps of Engineers
% Clean Water Act Section 401 Certification from the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
+ Monongalia County Floodplain Development permit

o,

+ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit from the WVDEP

REFERENCES

City of Morgantown
2013 City of Morgantown Comprehensive Plan. Morgantown WV.

Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
2005 Regulations for implementing the procedural provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, 40 CFR
Parts 1500-1508.

Dominion Post
2019 Advertisement placed May 15, 2019.

Dunn, Sheila
2019 Level of Service: Measuring Traffic Congestion. Available online at https://www.motorists.org/blog/level-of-
service-measuring-traffic-congestion/

ESRI
2018 World Imagery. Accessed December 2019.
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Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

2019 Available online at https://www.fema.gov/
Law Insider
2019 Definition of Curb and Gutter. Available online at https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/curb-and-qutter

Lego, Brian and John Deskins
2015 Greater Morgantown Area Economic Outlook 2016. Morgantown, WV.
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2015 Greenbag Road Corridor Study. Morgantown, WV.
2017 2017-2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update. Morgantown, WV.
Stahl Sheaffer Engineering
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2019b  Traffic Analysis Supplement Letter for the Greenbag Road (CR857) Preliminary Investigation and
Engineering Traffic Study. Charleston, WV.

U.S. Census Bureau (USCB)
2017 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-year estimates.

2018 West Virginia QuickFacts. Available online at https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/WV

2019a  Glossary. Available online at https://www.census.gov/glossary/

2019b 2019 TIGER/Line Shapefiles (machine readable data files). Washington, District of Columbia.

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
2019a  Web Soil Survey. Available online at https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm

2019b  Farmland Protection Policy Act. Available online at
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/?cid=nrcs143 008275
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2019c Identification of Important Farmland. Available online at
https://prod.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_ DOCUMENTS/nrcs142p2_010970.pdf

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (USDHS)
2015 National Flood Hazard Layer. Available online at https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-hazard-layer-nfhl

U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
2017 Traffic Signal Timing Manual. Available online at
https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop08024/chapter4.htm#4.2

USDOT Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
2019 Environmental Site Assessments. Available online at
https://www.faa.gov/airports/central/environmental/land transactions/esa/

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
2019 National Wetland Inventory. Available online at https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/Mapper.html

U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS)
2016a  Morgantown South, WV 7.5 minute topographic quadrangle map.

2016b National Land Cover Database. Available online at https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/national-land-
cover-database?qgt-science center objects=0#aqt-science center objects

2017 National Hydrography Dataset. Available online at https://nhd.usgs.gov/.

2019 The 100-Year Flood. Available online at https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-
school/science/100-year-flood.

Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT)
2019 Roundabouts. Available online at https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/manuals/fulltext/M22-01/1320.pdf

West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH)
2010 West Virginia Multi-Modal Statewide Transportation Plan. Charleston, WV.

2019a LRSS Road Network Data. Charleston West Virginia.

2019b  Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 2020-2025. Charleston WV.
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West Virginia Metro News
2019 Impending Development Could Impact Morgantown’s Haymaker Forest. March 3, 2019. Available online at

http://wvmetronews.com/2019/03/09/impending-development-could-impact-morgantowns-haymaker-forest/

West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
2019 Interactive GIS Map. Available online at https://www.mapwv.gov/shpo/

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

R/
L4

)/
A X4

100-year floodplain — land that is predicted to flood during a 100-year storm, which is a flood that statistically has a
1-percent chance of occurring in any given year (USGS 2019).

Alternative — indicates the differing design plans that are considered to address the purpose and need statement
for the Project. In this EA, the alternatives do not include any design changes at the two major intersections.

o Build alternative — designs that involve construction. For this Project, Alternatives 1 and 2 are the Build
Alternatives.

Block Group — A statistical subdivision of a census tract, generally defined to contain between 600 and 3,000
people and 240 and 1,200 housing units, and the smallest geographic unit for which the Census Bureau tabulates
sample data (USCB 2019a).

Census Tract — A small, relatively permanent statistical subdivision of a county delineated by a local committee of
census data users for the purpose of presenting data. Census tracts nest within counties, and their boundaries
normally follow visible features, but may follow legal geography boundaries and other non-visible features in some
instances. Census tracts ideally contain about 4,000 people and 1,600 housing units (USCB 2019a).

Curb and gutter - the area between the roadway and sidewalk designed for water runoff and providing a barrier for
safety of pedestrian and vehicular traffic (Law Insider 2019).

Environmental features — the environmental, cultural, community, and Section 4(f) resources within the delineated
area that are evaluated for impacts.

Environmental Justice (EJ) populations — minority and low income populations.
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s Farmland Protection Policy Act - The FPPA is intended to minimize the impact Federal programs have on the
unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses (USDA NRCS 2019b).

« Farmland of Statewide Importance — include those that are nearly prime farmland and that economically produce
high yields of crops when treated and managed according to acceptable farming methods (USDA NRCS 2019c).

«» Level of service (LOS) - is a performance metric which started when the US began building freeways in the 1950s.
LOS uses a scale of A to F based on an objective formula that tries to answer the question, “How much congestion
are we willing to tolerate?” (Dunn 2019).

o A: free flowing traffic

o B:reasonably free flowing traffic

o C: stable flow, at or near free flowing traffic
o D: approaching unstable flow of traffic

o E: unstable flow, operating at capacity

o F: forced or breakdown flow of traffic

% Non-motorized connections — modes of transportation that do not rely on motorized vehicles.

« NRCS-CPA-106 Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor Type Project — form used for assessing farmland
conversion impacts for corridor projects.

% Option — for this EA, options indicate the range of considered possibilities for improvements to the intersections.
Each option can be selected independently of the alternative selected or the option selected for the other
intersection.

« Permissive turn/phase — Permissive only operation requires left-turning drivers to yield to oncoming vehicles and
pedestrian traffic streams before completing the turn (USDOT FHWA 2017). This phase is indicated with a green
traffic signal.

K/
L X4

Phased traffic signal - Each phase at an intersection has a set of timing, possibly containing vehicle and pedestrian
timing. A phase may control both a through movement and a right turn movement on an approach (USDOT FHWA
2017).
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K/
L X4

*0

L)

L)

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment — The ESA process establishes reasonable assurance that no hazardous
wastes, other wastes, or unacceptable hazards exist; or that existing hazardous wastes are manageable (USDOT
FAA 2019).

Protected turn/phase — Protected only operation assigns the right-of-way to drivers turning left at the intersection
and allows turns to be made only on a green arrow display (USDOT FHWA 2017). This phase is indicated with a
green arrow on the traffic signal.

SAFETEA-LU - 2007 Federal transportation appropriation bill, replaced by FAST ACT in 2015.

Section 4(f) — Federal laws stipulate that FHWA cannot approve the use of land from publicly owned parks,
recreational areas, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, or public and private historical sites unless there is no feasible
and prudent avoidance alternative to the use of land and the action includes all possible planning to minimize harm
to the property resulting from such use or FHWA determines that the use of the property will have a de minimis
impact.

Title VI Resources — Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, prohibits discrimination based upon race, color, and
national origin. Specifically, 42 USC 2000d states that “No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race,
color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” The use of the word “person” is
important as the protections afforded under Title VI apply to anyone, regardless of whether the individual is lawfully
present in the United States or a citizen of a State within the United States.

Title 46 and the West Virginia Surface Mining Rules — provides the definitions for surface water as perennial
streams, intermittent streams, or ephemeral streams.

Truck apron — A truck apron is the mountable portion of the central island used to accommodate the turning path of
a design vehicle larger than a passenger vehicle or BUS, and helps to minimize the overall footprint of the
roundabout. Generally, the truck tractor can traverse the roundabout in the circulating lane while the trailer is
allowed to off track onto the apron. The apron is raised above the circulating path to provide guidance for drivers in
the circulating lane (WSDOT 2019).
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LIST OF ACRONYMS
BG Block group
BMP Best management practices
CAA Clean Air Act
CEQ Council on Environmental Quality
CE Categorical Exclusion
CT Census tract
EA Environmental Assessment
EJ Environmental Justice

ESR Environmental Systems Research

Institute
FCI Federal Correctional Institution
FEMA Federal Emergency Management
Agency
FHWA Federal Highway Administration
FONSI Finding of No Significant Impact
FTA Federal Transit Administration
HERS- Highway Economic Requirements
ST System
LOS Level of service
MMMPO Monopgalla Morgar)town Metropolitan
Planning Organization
MTP Metropolitan Transportation Plan
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act

NLCD
NRCS
NRHP
NWI
PEM
RFFA
RTE

SAFETEA-
LU

SHPO
STIP
USACE

USCB
USDA
USFWS

USGS

WVDCH

WVDEP

WVDNR
WVDOH

National Land Cover Database
Natural Resources Conservation Service

National Register of Historic Places
National Wetland Inventory

Palustrine Emergent

Reasonably foreseeable future actions
Rare, Threatened, and Endangered

Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users

State Historic Preservation Office
State Transportation Improvement Plan
United States Army Corps of Engineers

United States Census Bureau
United States Department of Agriculture
United States Fish and Wildlife Service

United States Geologic Survey
West Virginia Division of Culture and History
West Virginia Division of Environmental Protection

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources

West Virginia Division of Highways

West Virginia Division of Highways

83



Environmental Assessment for the Greenbag Road Improvement Project

LIST OF PREPARERS AND REVIEWERS

Austen Balthazar
Environmental Program Manager
Federal Highway Administration

Sydney Burke
Project Manager
West Virginia Division of Highways

Ben Hark
Environmental Section Head
West Virginia Division of Highways

Karen Reed
Project Manager

The Markosky Engineering Group, Inc.

Susan Gerlach, AICP
Planner/GIS

The Markosky Engineering Group, Inc.

David Cutlip
Environmental Services Manager

The Markosky Engineering Group, Inc.

Jason Harkcom
Environmental Sciences Manager
The Markosky Engineering Group, Inc.

Ryan Rowles
Cultural Resources Manager
The Markosky Engineering Group, Inc.

Jessica Schumer
Archaeology Group Leader
The Markosky Engineering Group, Inc.

Sarah Baughman
GIS Specialist
The Markosky Engineering Group, Inc.

West Virginia Division of Highways

84



Environmental Assessment for the Greenbag Road Improvement Project

DISTRIBUTION LIST

Federal, state, and local agencies with jurisdiction over transportation projects and relevant environmental regulations
have received or will receive a copy of this EA to review. The WV State Senators and Delegates representing the Project
area will also receive a copy for review. All entities receiving a copy are presented below.

Federal Agencies

Samantha Beers, Director Michael E. Hatten
Office of Community, Tribes, & Environmental Assessment Chief Regulatory Division

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 11l (3RA10)

1650 Arch St.

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Elizabeth Stout

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
West Virginia Field Office
694 Beverly Pike

Elkins, WV 26241

Mary Ann Tierney

Regional Administrator

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Region lll

615 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19106

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Huntington District
CELRH-RD

502 Eighth Street

Huntington, WV 25701-2070

Willie R. Taylor

Director, Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
U.S. Department of Interior

1849 C. Street, NW (MS2462)

Washington, D.C. 20240

Environmental Coordinator

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
1150 Earl L. Core Road, Suite 200
Morgantown, WV 26505
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West Virginia Agencies
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Charleston, WV 25304-2345
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P.O. Box 67
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Susan Pierce

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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Austin Caperton, Cabinet Secretary
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Darby Clayton

D-4 District Manager/Engineer
WYV Division of Highways
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Stephen S. McDaniel, Director

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
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William F. Durham

Director, Office of Air Quality

West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
601 57th Street, SE

Charleston, WV 25304-2345

Scott G. Mandirola

Director, Division of Water and Waste Management
Permitting and Engineering Branch

West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
601 57th Street, SE

Charleston, WV 25304-2345
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GREENBAG ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, MONONGALIA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
STATE PROJECT: U331-857-0.67, FEDERAL PROJECT: NFA 2317(022)D

Summary of April 16, 2019 Public Meeting Informational Workshop and Comments

Summary of Meeting

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways (WVDOH) hosted a public
meeting informational workshop to inform the public and receive comments for the proposed
Greenbag Road Improvement Project. The project proposes improvements and upgrades to the
Greenbag Road (CR 857) corridor between Jonathan Lane and "4 mile west of the intersection
with Mississippi Street.

The meeting was held at the South Middle School at 500 East Parkway Drive in Morgantown,
West Virginia on April 16, 2019 from 4:00 to 7:00 PM. The meeting location was approximately %4
mile north of the Mississippi Street intersection of the proposed project area.

WVDOH advertised the meeting in local papers and hand delivered flyers to the surrounding
community residents and businesses. The Morgantown Metropolitan Planning Organization and
the City of Morgantown posted notices of the meeting online. At the meeting, handouts with
information on the proposed project were provided at the registration table. In the school
lunchroom there were two sets of seven (7) project boards as well as two sets of roll plots available
for public review, provided by Stahl Sheaffer Engineering and The Markosky Engineering Group.
WVDOH representatives were in attendance to answer questions. Representatives from the
District Right-of-Way were not able to attend but WVDOH provided a Right-of-Way informational
booklet and contact information for the District Right-of-Way agent when specific inquiries arose
regarding right-of-way.

A 30-day comment period followed the public meeting, with comments due to WVDOH by May
16, 2019. Comment forms were attached to the handouts at the meeting and were available
online, before the meeting and during the comment period, on the WVDOH website. Given the
volume of public response the comment period was extended to May 21, 2019 in order to capture
all of the submitted responses.

Attendance
Fifty-two individuals signed the attendance sheet at the meeting.
Public Discussion during the Meeting

The top concerns expressed by the local public attendees during the meeting were the amount
and location of the right-of-way to be acquired for the roundabouts, the truck and car detour routes
during construction, and the removal of a community garden.
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Community users familiar with the community garden indicated that an eagle had been spotted in
the area and inquired about an eagle nest survey. Another specific concern raised was related to
the tree line currently separating Bluegrass Village from Greenbag Road regarding if the trees
would be replaced if damaged or removed during construction.

Total Comments

Two hundred sixty-three (263) comments were received by WVDOH. Of these, eight (8) were
submitted during the public meeting, two hundred fifteen (215) were submitted via the online
system, and thirty-one (31) were mailed to WVDOH. The remainder were a combination of emails,
voicemails, letters to the editor, and newspaper advertisements. Details for each comment are
provided in Table 1. Comments and concerns are provided in Table 2. Where possible the
comments are provided verbatim. Any comments that have been summarized are marked as
such.

Comments Summary

Of the total comments received, nineteen (19) demonstrated support for the project as currently
designed. The remainder expressed concerns related to the design, detour, and necessity of the
project. The most frequently mentioned concerns were:

e The use of turn lanes instead of a roundabout at the Greenbag Road and Dorsey
Ave/Kingwood Pike intersection

e Impacts to the community garden

e Prioritizing road repair both locally and within the county over improvements to the
Greenbag Road corridor

e The use of traffic signals at the intersections instead of roundabouts

e Concerns related to the detour route including length and conditions of the roadways to
be used

o Requests for an Environmental Impact Statement or Environmental Assessment instead
of a Categorical Exclusion

o A desire to see additional alternatives presented

¢ Returning the Greenbag Road and Dorsey Ave/Kingwood Pike intersection to a 4-way
stop
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Table 1: Comment Details

Comment
Last Name | First Name Organization City State | Comment Type Date received Number
Cain Roger Morgantown WV Comment Form 4/16/2019 1
Downey Ken Comment Form 4/16/2019 2
Geass Marc Comment Form 4/16/2019 3
No Name No Name Comment Form 4/16/2019 4
Radman Scott Comment Form 4/16/2019 5
City of
Selin Jenny Morgantown Morgantown WV Comment Form 4/16/2019 6
Talerico Tom Morgantown WV Comment Form 4/16/2019 7
City of

Whitmore Josh Morgantown Comment Form 4/16/2019 8
Pardey Sara Morgantown WV Mailed Form 4/22/2019 9

Online

Form/Mailed
Holipsky Edward Morgantown WV Form/Email 4/29/2019 10

Letter to the
Talerico Tom Morgantown WV editor 4/29/2019 11
Hall Hazel Morgantown WV Mailed Letter 5/2/2019 12
Lee Richard Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/2/2019 13
Joseph Janet Morgantown WV Mailed Letter 5/6/2019 14
Brockett Kevin Morgantown WV Mailed Letter 5/8/2019 15
Hastings Dewey Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/10/2019 16
Everly Ann Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/12/2019 17
Hastings Dewey Morgantown WV Mailed Letter 5/13/2019 18
Hastings Dewey Morgantown WV Mailed Email 5/13/2019 19
Hastings Dewey Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/13/2019 20
Hastings Mary Morgantown WV Mailed Letter 5/13/2019 21
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Comment

Last Name | First Name Organization City State | Comment Type Date received Number
Korf Mary Fairmont WV Mailed Form 5/13/2019 22
Moore Ryan Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/13/2019 23
Morgan Alice Morgantown WV Mailed Letter 5/13/2019 24
Richards Garrett Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/13/2019 25
Gallagher Glenn Westover WV Mailed Form 5/15/2019 26

Newspaper
Post Dominion Advertisement 5/15/2019 27
Newspaper
Post Dominion Advertisement 5/15/2019 28
Newspaper
Post Dominion Advertisement 5/15/2019 29
Ware Henry Email 5/15/2019 30
Chivers Adam Morgantown WV Email 5/16/2019 31
Hastings Dewey Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/17/2019 32
Talerico Tom Morgantown WV Mailed Letter 5/17/2019 33
Dias James Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 34
G. Alan Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 35
Hastings Grant Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 36
I Brittney Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 37
K. Shawn Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 38
Lassiter Cassidy Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 39
Leann Lehing Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 40
Mason Belle Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 41
Mason Rebecca Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 42
Copy of letter to
No Name No Name the editor 5/20/2019 43
Popp Felicia Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 44
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Comment
Last Name | First Name Organization City State | Comment Type Date received Number

S. Jordan Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 45

Bryon Morgantown WV Mailed Form 5/20/2019 46
Hastings Mary Morgantown WV unknown unknown 47
Abarca Fatima Broadlands VA Online Form 48
Adkins Leah Morgantown WV Online Form 49
Alshallah Hasan WV Online Form 50
Ardnt Camille WV Online Form 51
Ardnt Camille WV Online Form 52
Ault Jenny Morgantown WV Online Form 53
Austin Katherine Morgantown WV Online Form 54
Bacorn Amy Morgantown WV Online Form 55
Bakhurin Konstantin Durham NC Online Form 56
Ballard Donna WV Online Form 57
Beach Robert Senator Mailed Form 5/20/2019 58

Morgantown
Beavers Matt police Dept Morgantown WV Online Form 59
Beavers Kelli Reedsville WV Online Form 60
Blaney Mark Morgantown WV Online Form 61
Bolyard Gerald Reedsville WV Online Form 62
Bolyard Roseann Reedsville WV Online Form 63
Bolyard Sheila Morgantown WV Online Form 64
Bowers Rosella Morgantown WV Online Form 65
Bowers Timothy Morgantown WV Online Form 66
Bowman Alice WV Online Form 67
Boyers Erin Morgantown WV Online Form 68
Gesundheit

Bradley Holly Institute Hillsboro WV Online Form 69
Bradley Michael Morgantown WV Online Form 70
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Bramer Karl WV Online Form 71
Brockett Rhonda Morgantown WV Online Form 72
Burghy William Morgantown WV Online Form 73
Call Ashlin Morgantown WV Online Form 74
Callegari Joe WV Online Form 75
Candella Erica Morgantown WV Online Form 76
Chapman Chelsey Louisville KY Online Form 77
Chapman Chelsey Louisville KY Online Form 78
Childs Silas Morgantown WV Online Form 79
Chivers Adam Morgantown WV Online Form 80
Christensen Gigi WV Online Form 81
Christie Matt WV Online Form 82
Clark Carol Morgantown WV Online Form 83
Clark Carol Morgantown WV Online Form 84
Clawsun Grace CO Online Form 85
Cole Stacey Morgantown WV Online Form 86
Collier Paulina Morgantown WV Online Form 87

Conscious

Harvest

Cooperative LLC

Community
Cope Taylor Garden Morgantown WV Online Form 88
Corbin Cassi wv Online Form 89
Cox Madison Morgantown WV Online Form 90
Cross Hannah A Online Form 91
Cummings Ann WV Online Form 92
Cummings Stephen Morgantown WV Online Form 93
Dailey Penny Morgantown WV Online Form 94
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Dakan Laurel Morgantown WV Online Form 95
Dalton Judith Morgantown WV Online Form 96
Dalton Mary WV Online Form 97
Dalton Amy Morgantown WV Online Form 98
Davis Erica Morgantown WV Online Form 99
Davis Tara Morgantown WV Online Form 100
Davis Tara Morgantown WV Online Form 101
Dennison Damian Morgantown WV Online Form 102
Deshield Quentine MPS Morgantown WV Online Form 103
Dohn Kevin Louisville KY Online Form 104
Don D WV Online Form 105
Downey Jan Morgantown WV Online Form 106
Fabry David Morgantown WV Online Form 107
Fidler Donald self Morgantown WV Online Form 108
Flores Hope WV Online Form 109
Fraley Stephanie Louisville KY Online Form 110
Freeman Brenda WV Online Form 111
Glover Arlene Masontown WV Online Form 112
Goodwin Tricia 3c's Hair Salon Reedsville WV Online Form 113

West Virginia
Govindan Megan University Morgantown WV Online Form 114
Greene Ashley Morgantown WV Online Form 115
Gribble Bryan Morgantown WV Online Form 116
Griffith Patrick Hemp farmer Morgantown WV Online Form 117
Gyorko Brenda Morgantown WV Online Form 118
Hall Jackie Morgantown WV Online Form 119
Hall Jodye WV Online Form 120
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Harrison Kait OR Online Form 121
Harshbarger | Dave City resident Morgantown WV Online Form 122
Hart Mary Morgantown WV Online Form 123
Hart Mary Lee Morgantown WV Online Form 124
Hart Sherry Morgantown WV Online Form 125
Hastings Jen WV Online Form 126

Joy and Hemp

Universal;

Conscious

Harvest
Hastings Jennifer Cooperative WV Online Form 127
Hastings Marilyn Guided SVC LLC | Morgantown WV Online Form 128
Hastings Mary Morgantown WV Online Form 129

Joy and

Happiness
Hastings Mary Universal Morgantown WV Online Form 130

Conscious

Harvest
Hastings Ted Cooperative Morgantown WV Online Form 131
Hastings Ted Concerned citizen | Morgantown WV Online Form 132
Hepkins Ruthanne WV Online Form 133
Herget Deborah Morgantown WV Online Form 134
Herget Deborah Morgantown WV Online Form 135

Conscious
Herman Carissa Harvest Morgantown WV Online Form 136
Hetzel Erica Morgantown WV Online Form 137
Hilling Lisa Morgantown WV Online Form 138
Hoch Allyson Morgantown WV Online Form 139
Hoover Gretchen Arthurdale WV Online Form 140
Houck Samuel None Morgantown WV Online Form 141
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Howell Verna Morgantown WV Online Form 142
Hughes Marcia WV Online Form 143
Jackson Sharon WV Online Form 144
Jefferys Becky Morgantown WV Online Form 145
Jenkins Connie State worker Morgantown WV Online Form 146
Johnson Tammi Kingwood WV Online Form 147
Jones Ceranda Morgantown WV Online Form 148
Judy Krystal WV Online Form 149

Community
Kalwar Tarik member Morgantown WV Online Form 150
Kelley Melissa Kingwood WV Online Form 151
Kessel Gene Morgantown WV Online Form 152
Kessler Bert WV Online Form 153
Korf Mary Fairmont WV Online Form 154
Kulathumani | Gayathri WV Online Form 155
Kummer Sarah WV Online Form 156
Kyle Jonathan WV Online Form 157
Kyle Josh WV Online Form 158
Kyle Mark WV Online Form 159
Kyle Patrick WV Online Form 160
Kyle Patrick WV Online Form 161
Kyle Patrick WV Online Form 162
Kyle Tipper WV Online Form 163
Kyle Hannah Morgantown WV Online Form 164
Lambert Chris Morgantown WV Online Form 165
Lambert Madison Morgantown WV Online Form 166
Lambert Sarah WV Online Form 167
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Lancaster Brandy Moundsville WV Online Form 168
Lantz Gavin Morgantown WV Online Form 169
Linton Sara Morgantown WV Online Form 170
Linton Sara WV Online Form 171
Lipscomb Tracy Morgantown WV Online Form 172

West Virginia

University - Food
Lohnes Joshua Justice Lab Morgantown WV Online Form 173
Manypenny Mike Public Grafton WV Online Form 174
Marie vy WV Online Form 175

Conscious

Harvest
Marple Amanda Cooperative Morgantown WV Online Form 176
Marsh Brandon Morgantown WV Online Form 177
Masters Kelsey Jeffersonvilld IN Online Form 178
Maupin Maya Louisville KY Online Form 179
Mcalpine Christina Morgantown WV Online Form 180
Mccolloch Gayle Private Citizen Morgantown WV Online Form 181
Mcdaniel Lew Morgantown WV Online Form 182
Mckinney Gary Morgantown WV Online Form 183
Mcnemar Andrea Morgantown WV Online Form 184
Mcnemar Chris Morgantown WV Online Form 185
Melgar Silvano WV Online Form 186
Michael David Reedsville WV Online Form 187
Molisee Eleanor Morgantown WV Online Form 188
Mollohan Mellissa A Online Form 189
Morton Dennis WV Online Form 190
Morton Susan WV Online Form 191
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Mucino Veronique Morgantown WV Online Form 192
Mullens Amanda Morgantown WV Online Form 193
Mullens Amanda Morgantown WV Online Form 194
Murray Cheryl Morgantown WV Online Form 195
Nestor Amanda Morgantown WV Online Form 196

Conscious

Harvest
Oztan Mehmet Cooperative WV Online Form 197
Patrick Jonathan WV Online Form 198

Yara North
Pavlovic Anastasia America Morgantown WV Online Form 199
Perkins Brittany WV Online Form 200
Perkins Kelly WV Online Form 201
Pratt-Lilly Linda Independence | WV Online Form 202
Queen Randy Morgantown WV Online Form 203
Queen Randy Morgantown WV Online Form 204
Ramsey Cindy Belington WV Online Form 205
Reed Ceda Morgantown WV Online Form 206
Rhodes Andrew Morgantown WV Online Form 207
Riley Patrick Morgantown WV Online Form 208
Riley Venus WV Online Form 209
Ryan Seth WV Online Form 210
Savage Kelli WV Online Form 211

Phone

Scites RJ messages 212
Sedlock Steve Local resident Morgantown WV Online Form 213
Shaver Chelsea WV Online Form 214
Shriver Jackie Morgantown WV Online Form 215
Sickles Brandon Morgantown WV Online Form 216
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Simons Christopher Morgantown WV Online Form 217
Snider Melissa Morgantown WV Online Form 218
Snyder Jonathan Morgantown WV Online Form 219
Snyder Kaitlyn WV Online Form 220

Resident Lower

Aarons Creek
Spenler Herbert M. Road Morgantown WV Online Form 221
Stanley Phil WV Online Form 222
Stemple Amanda WV Online Form 223
Stephens Kory Morgantown WV Online Form 224
Stickler Heather Morgantown WV Online Form 225

City of
Stockdale Alexandra Morgantown Morgantown WV Online Form 226
Stotch Leopold WV Online Form 227
Strough Jonell WV Online Form 228
Summers Deborah Morgantown WV Online Form 229
Summers Karen Morgantown WV Online Form 230
Summers Morgan Morgantown WV Online Form 231

Mulan Puskar
Sussman Caitlin Health Right Morgantown WV Online Form 232
Swiger Joshua Morgantown WV Online Form 233

Conscious

Harvest
Sylvester Andrew Cooperative Morgantown WV Online Form 234
Talerico Thomas Morgantown \AY Online Form 235
Tate Christy Morgantown WV Online Form 236
Thoma Ehren WV Online Form 237
Thompson Lucas WV Online Form 238
Tidwell Jessica WV Online Form 239
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Todesko Joe Kingwood WV Online Form 240
Todesko Lauren Kingwood WV Online Form 241
Tsai Ben Fairfax VA Online Form 242
Tucker James wv Online Form 243
Turner Jennifer Morgantown WV Online Form 244
Uzstop Will WV Online Form 245
Vasquez Victoria Morgantown WV Online Form 246
Vidulich Richard Morgantown WV Online Form 247
Waldo Brad Morgantown WV Online Form 248
Walls Ashlee Morgantown WV Online Form 249
Weidman Nancy Morgantown WV Online Form 250
Westfall Christine Morgantown WV Online Form 251
White Brandy WV Online Form 252
Wiles Della WV Online Form 253
Wilson Chelsey WV Online Form 254
Winkels Steven WV Online Form 255
Wolfe Candy Reedsville WV Online Form 256
Woods Allison Morgantown WV Online Form 257
Woody Christina WV Online Form 258
Yeager Wanda Residents Morgantown WV Online Form 259
Zepp Fran Morgantown WV Online Form 260
Great Wall
Chinese
Zou Xiao Restaurant Morgantown WV Online Form 261
Zuchowski Stephanie Morgantown WV Online Form 262
Zwiener Heidi Morgantown WV Online Form 263
Gerasimovich | Kelli Morgantown WV Email 10/10/2019 264
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Table 2:

Comments and Concerns Submitted

Comment
Number

Comments

1

We support the round about project. We hope you take into consideration the amount of traffic that will run on the
roads and make the round about large enough.

While closures on Kingwood Pike procede work needs to be done on Aaron's Creek and Lower Aaron's Creek road
to allow for increased traffic. Also, Luckey Lane needs inprovement to allow for the increased detour traffic.
Shoulders need to be widen, surface needs paved so two cars can travel in both directions.

There appears to be no specific consideration given for bicycle traffic other than to coexist with automobile and truck
traffic. While this may be possible for the most avid of cyclists, | feel it fails to provide service to a critical component
of the future transportation mixture - cycling. I'd like to see a targeted focus on making meaningful investment in
cycling infrastructure to encourage safe and effective travel for all levels of cyclist to get the places they need and
want to go. If we don't start now and every time we make significant [unclear] in transportation it will never happen.
We need to build things so people can use them.

Who is in charge of the new sidewalk, city cannot maintain what it has now? Luckey Lane needs widened to be used
as a detour. Do we really need a roundabout at the pike, why not a left turn lane? Please make the study available to
the public. Please leave the community garden along

As the owner of the Atomic Grill restaurant and the owner of the building at 595 Greenbag Road, | believe the newly
proposed roundabout will enhance and improve traffic flow and commerce for the Greenbag road and surrounding
communities.

Sidewalk continuation on Dorsey after the Atomic Grill to Luckey Lane, sidewalk on Luckey Lane as a safe route to
school. Minimize land take at the Conscious Harvest garden (diagonal from Atomic Grill)

Is going to be a major problem (to go N to Morgantown I'll have to drive S). | feel it is a waste of $10 mil. Will be
tricky for 18 wheel trucks and all the school buses. Would prefer a plan B. Give us the better road, the wider lanes,
the turning lanes, wider berms and leave the roundabout out of the picture. Any widening of Luckey Lane will make
houses useless and maybe the church also.

Luckey Lane and Dollar General intersections do not appear to show large truck traffic impacts. 857 near
Mountainview Elem is not currently a 15 mph school zone, should this be examined? Large truck traffic in the
morning hours plus school traffic may cause congestion at traffic circles

A leading green arrow would be a cheaper and still functional alternative to allow turning traffic in each direction to
move more quickly. Also a turning lane in each direction. | don't agree with a roundabout at this location. If this is the
plan though the planned route for Kingwood Pike travelers must be repaired/repaved (Aaron's Creek is an absolute
nightmare - pot holes, narrow at points). This must be corrected before detouring traffic this way.
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10

| have recently attended the public informational workshop for this project, which includes widening Greenbag Road,
Lucky Avenue and Dorsey Avenue. | have great concerns that were not clearly answered at the meeting that was
held.

It is possible that this project will affect me greatly, and that is in addition to the huge inconvenience that will occur as
a result of this project. My property is located directly across from Lucky Lane. This is the intersection of the
planned detour once Dorsey Ave is closed. Also, as the widening of Dorsey Avenue takes place between the
existing roadway and my property it could cause my home to be uninhabitable. This project could cause my
property value to plummet should my property be encroached upon even in the most minimal way. As | see it,
damages could include the removal of my natural barrier of shrubbery that exists between the roadway and my
house. It could also create havoc in the short-term with the detour while entering and exiting my driveway. However,
in the long term it could very well make it impossible. As you will notice in the picture, to use and safely exit my
garage and enter the roadway, | need to have access to the full length of my driveway as it is necessary to stop,
shut the garage door, and carefully enter onto Dorsey Avenue.

| was unable to receive information the evening of the meeting stating exactly the plan and intention for the Lucky
Lane, Dorsey Avenue and my property. | would like to have this information as | am directly and prominently effected
by this road construction project.

This note isn’t only to express my comments, but to ask and receive additional information that is pertinent and
necessary before this project proceeds and devalues my property and home.

I will include in a mailed copy pictures to help you see the significance of this project on my property, as well as see
my home in conjunction to Lucky Lane (directly across from it) and Dorsey Avenue (running parallel). Or, please
send me an email address and | will send pictures directly.

11

Published letter to the editor, Dominion Post, summarized - waste of money, problematic during construction, not fix
problems. Roundabouts are unpopular. Need alternatives. New berms will permit 18 wheelers to navigate through
roundabouts. Propose widening Greenbag at 90-degree turns and snake turn, berm both sides for entire length, turn
lanes at intersection with Dorsey/Kingwood, dedicated traffic lights for schools, sidewalk from Mississippi Street to
the west. Repair roads with remaining money.
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12

My first reaction when | read the headlines in our local paper "Roundabout for Greenbag Road" | said "how dumb
can you get" and after reading the article | have not changed my mind - anyone that would even consider putting in a
roundabout, a sidewalk - a bike lane or any other things for that area has surely never even come to see the
conditions we travel in - | am sure they have never been up the Kingwood Pike where we practically have to come to
a stop before falling into a pot hole or try to get over a dip in the road that would cause your muffler to come off your
car - if you don't believe me - come and see for yourself - | have lived here 89 ears and this is one of the dumbest
ideas | have ever heard of - I'll be in heaven and | won't have to put up with such stupidity - but | feel for others who
will lose their property and for my children - my grandchildren - my great grandchildren - at the least they could do
would be to think about the churches on the Greenbag Road that have finally been able to have Christian schools for
children to come to and this in no way would help them but probably destroy them - for that matter it will not help
anyone - May God help us all and give us wisdom to make right decisions - not just look at a map and decide.

13

Our roads need improvement. Roundabouts are dangerous. We don't need roundabouts. Waste of money, pave our
roads, too close to schools

14

I am writing this letter because my husband and | whole heartedly agree with the gentleman that wrote the attached
article in the Dominion Post. It is totally crazy to put roundabouts in and not a turn lane. Truthfully at the Kingwood
Pike it worked better when there was a 4-way stop. We are against the roundabouts and hope you will rethink your
decision.

15

The construction of a large roundabout at the intersection of Greenbag Road and Kingwood Pike would require the
destruction of an important productive greenspace on land belonging to the Hastings family. Among its other
ongoing contributions to the local community, this site hosts the Conscious Harvest Cooperative community garden,
which offers a place for landless citizens to produce their own food. For this reason along, the State's environmental
assessment erred severely with its "Categorical Exclusion" determination. The Hasting family has been very
generous to offer this land for use by members of the Morgantown community and it would be reprehensible for the
State to seize it for the purposes of unnecessary road expansions. Based on the information included in the
document that was presented in conjunction with the public informational workshop of April 16, 2019, WVDOT does
not have a reasonabile justification for this project. The primary goal is obviously to redirect heavy truck traffic
through the proposed project area, and this would hardly serve the interests of the local residents who would be
most directly affected on a daily basis. More broadly, | submit my opinion that in view of WVDOTSs continual
widespread neglect of its existing infrastructure in the Morgantown area, the State should not engage in any new
road construction projects in the region until it has devised and implemented an effective maintenance program for
the existing road system. | urge you either to completely cancel the proposed Greenbag Road Improvement Project,
or at a bare minimum, to substantially revise its entire scope so as to mitigate its otherwise devastating impact on
the surrounding community.
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16

I'm landowner of what is currently known as Dorsey Plantation Farms and Homes, which your project 80% of our
lands. DOH was sold a right of way thru our farm to join up route 857 - Greenbag Road in 1963. As well as Route 81
Old Kingwood Pike. | "texted" a Stahl Sheaffer employee 11 Feb 2019 about some concerns | had shared with him
and another engineer of Stahl 3 weeks earlier when they came to my home for signature for archaeological
excavation. 1. spring 2. drainage 3. right of way 4. slip. 11 Mar 2019 yet another Stahl engineer came to my home
for another signature. | gave him a copy of my text to Andrew at Stahl and ask him to respond, which there has been
none. After decades of no help, | placed a box on Rt 81 and piped your run off, that cost me several harvests out of
my pocket to the tune of $7000. Director this is a recent example of lack of communication from several levels of
government and agencies or contractors. I've attempted to reach our over the years. Which by your title "Director
of". Once again your comment period does not allow for open communications. | just left DEP in Pleasant Valley.
Arron said there understaffed. He did acknowledge it’'s not smart to build a highway on a spring! It being Friday | was
told they be in touch. Sound familiar?

17

Apolla Drive off Dorsey - very near your work area - Luckey Lane - Mt. View School/access - Apollo Drive (3rd right
off Dorsey). Apollo is a private road. Access to it about 80 feet - informed by city is DOH responsibility. It is
impassible with 15 (some very deep) potholes. While all the equiment to resurface it are so close - please do so.
Stage 4 temporary traffic signal just past Richard - in order to avoid light toward Don Knotts Blvd/Luckey Lane
detour, lots of traffic will turn right onto Richard past Mt. View Elem onto Apolla Drive, a private road. The traffic will
turn left onto Apolla and continue out to Dorsey. Apolla/Richard can't be blocked off. Brookhaven Fire Dept needs
access to 200 block of Apolla Drive at this point. Suggestion - large sign at intersection of Richard and Greenbag
Road "No Thru Traffic". Large sign at intersection of Richard and Apolla "Private Road - No Thru Traffic"

18

| strongly oppose your plan for the Greenbag - Old Kingwood Pike. The 4-way stop worked fine and I'm sure the
present light could be programmed to allow the Greenbag Road traffic to flow thru. A turn lane would work, I'm sure
all the Lumber Co on the Old Kingwood Pike would not favor this change. Very few accident here compared to
Greenbag and University Ave. The need is greater at 705 and Stewart Street on 705 and Van Voohees. The
enclosed letter to the editor states it better than |.

19

Mailed copy of email from Mary Smith (WVDOH D2 Realty agent) to Doug Mooney on 11/9/2016 regarding the right
of way along Kingwood Pike (CR 81). Highlighted sections state CR 81 has a 60 foot r/w and 857 was part of old 64.
Written notes indicate 857 was not part of old 64 but sold to state in 1963 and CR81 r/w was not 60 feet wide in
1967

20

Safety is #1. This plan proposes 2 roundabouts in less than 0.04 of a mile. There are no sidewalks near either
roundabout. How are pedestrians going to be safe crossing the road? As mortician for over 30 years | want you to
know its easy to die. | was told national stats say are safer. | challenge you to examine # accidents on Mileground
roundabout (3 years). 10 fold the previous decade.
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21

Letter from Bowles Rice Attorneys at law summarized - project will have a significant impact to the land use and
natural resources of the Hastings Property. Does not support current project. Believe Categorical Exclusion is
improper due to significant effect on human environment. Hastings Property is family owned and operated farm of
117 years. Community green space. Home to Conscious Harvest Cooperative. Has established garlic bed, home to
wild mint and wild mushrooms, allow foraging by public, utilized by WV based industrial hemp research program.
Request EIS or EA.

22

I've lived in this area for 20 years. And think that a roundabout at the intersection of the Kingwood Pike and
Greenbag Road is a safety issue. There is a natural slip being held up by a wall that would be used. Which doesn't
make sense. And how are people to get across this roundabout to use the proposed sidewalk! A turning lane or
return to a 4 way stop sign is a safer option.

23

| feel threatened by our government. To destory a farm for a roundabout when a simple turning lane and light would
do. | feel my property is not safe. It can be taken at anytime and what's just as scary? The peoples tax dollars have
to be granted to us to use for unnecessary projects like these. I'm just a simple guy. if | don't see the big picture can
you please send a detailed explanation in writing on what I'm not seeing. I'll break out the law dictionary.

24

| am a resident of Morgantown WV and a WV taxpayer, and | am writing to express my strong opposition to the
proposed Greenbag Road Improvement Project. The new project plan by the WVDOT proposes a largge roundabout
at the Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road intersection. Currenly the State's plan claims there will be no significant
Human or Environmental Impact to the project. | believe that these claims have been made in error. The project
places an area of land which is currently home to the Conscious Harvest Cooperative, a community garden space
wihchis much beloved by the Morgantown Community. This organization works to reduce food insecurity in WV and
has been providing other charitable services to improve the lives of locals. Additionally, as a current PhD candidate
at WVU, | have been fortunate enough to rent one of the Cooperative's plots of land in this area. | have greatly
enjoyed my time in the growing vegetables and flowers and speding time in the wooded area next to the garden. |
have always been happy that | could help support the Coop's mission, and would be deeply saddened to have my
time at the garden and work with this wonderful community come to an end. | feel that the roundabout would
severely impact this beautiful agricultural and natural area and stunt the good work being done by the Conscious
Harvest Cooperative. | urge you to cancel the proposed Greenbag Road Improvement or at least seek other options
that will mitigate its devastating impact on our community.
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25

First and foremost, | am in disagreement that these roundabouts are necessary or the best design for Greenbag. |
believe center turn lanes would be a more cost effective solution. The design does not provide a center lane near
Mt. View Elem. Which is a dangerous and somewhat hidden turn at the entrance. Mississippi, Dorsey, and the Pike
don't add so much burden to warrant a roundabout. Secondly | am concerned about any disturbance of earth on or
adjacent to the wall on Greenbag. When Greenbag was constructed they ruined our family farms structures and
livelihood. Apparently this was not a lesson learned as the design calls for more disturbance. The family home was
spared with is where | and my family now live. | am greatly concerned that disturbance could claim our historic 100
yr home. | do not feel that the time DOH provided was sufficient to contemplate and address all concerns. | would
kindly ask for answers/remedies to the following points. Will a pre-construction survey be done, including testing of
my well, sound and light levels (currently)? | am concerned about the increased traffic count so close to my home,
and any light apparatus. | try to keep my property attractive, good curb appeal. | also have tried to create a tree
buffer from the intersection. Will the state do its part to maintain mature trees nearby and replace what they take?
Can a wall that is not green steel and smooth face concrete be achieved so to not diminish the appeal and value of
my property? | am against having a sidewalk on the southeast and southwest corners of the roundabout. There is
zero pedestrian traffic on the Kingwood Pike, with no businesses and only a handful of residences all the way to 1-68
overpass. | believe that the improved pedestrian access adjacent to my property will encourage trespassing or other
degenerative activity. Who's responsible for maintaining the sidewalk and snow removal? Will the state replace my
billboard and compensate for lost revenue? Will my driveway extension be concrete as the rest of my existing
driveway? | do not want the added maintenance of sealing asphalt. My driveway is also the main access for our
farm, and needs better radius than what’s proposed. We bring tractor trailers and large farm equipment through
regularly. To have a roundabout less than 100 feet from my house is upsetting. To bring so much more traffic so
close to my home will be disturbing. Though the actual right of way will only take a small portion of my property, |
consider the roundabout to be an undesirable, unattractive, and devaluing object. | consider this design damages
the resale value of my home and property. | would like to know if the state would qualify my remaining property as
damaged to the residue. Overall | feel this is a poor design, and other alternatives should have been provided to the
public, and for comment. | voted in favor of the road bonds, and | am for improvement on the Greenbag corridor but
not this. | would appreciate a prompt response or dialogue to my questions and concerns, so | may know what to
anticipate regarding my home and property in the coming months.

26

| am writing about the proposed rouandabout on the Greenbag Road. The property that the roundabout will be built
on belongs to Dewey Samuel Hastings. He's against it and so am |.

27

Advertisement - Do you think 2 roundabouts within 4/10 of a mile is smart or safe? Say No to the Roundabouts

28

Advertisement - We need your help! If you have a memorable experience of Dorsey Farm, Bluegrass Dairy,
Hastings Stables, High Moon Stables and see value in local farm land, call today, only 2 days left, say no to the
Kingwood Pike Roundabout

29

Advertisement - If your family has enjoyed local produce from a community garden and you see value in farm land,
say no to the Kingwood Pike roundabout
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30

| am a Morgantown resident and | wanted to say | am strongly in favor of all the roundabouts possibilities | have
heard mentioned. Where space permits and pedestrian traffic is moderate, they are effective for both traffic
throughput and latency. | also think they would help at Campus Drive and Beechurst/US 19 and at the Southbound
exit of I-79 to Chaplin Rd.

31

I have heard that Morgantown is considering putting in large round about at the Kingwood Pike Greenbag
intersection There is a community garden there, that many people use and would miss if you put in the roundabout.
There are other solutions that could be used such as building a turning lane, a turn signal, expanding the road, or
adding turning signs. It would be very upsetting to destroy something that brings us together as a community when
other options are available. | personally have heard people in the South Park neighborhood that are upset about the
plans, and know local farmers will be upset by it.

32

You have the historical incorrect information on right of ways. 1961-857-sold to you. | have the documents. Rt 81
Kingwood Pike is not 60 feet. | wrote Stahl 11 Feb 2019 about this, no answer

33

Extensive letter summarized here - request alternatives, current project will waste money, tie up traffic during
construction and not alleviate traffic congestion. Dislike roundabouts. Additional travel time during construction will
cost money. Lower Aaron's Creek road unsuitable for detour. Construction to change the 2 90-degree turns and S
turn will be costly and cumbersome. Roundabouts will not be well received. Businesses on Kingwood Pike will be
impacted during construction. Logging businesses on Pike may not survive the closure during construction.
Problems associated with berms and sidewalks. What studies were done to assess the need, how many, by whom?
Proposed alternative plan: turning lanes on Greenbag; re-pave, widen, and berm the length of Greenbag Road;
sidewalk from Miss. Street to Mountaineer Mall; school stop lights for South Middle and Mountaineer Elem (time
controlled); use remaining funds for roadway improvements. Alternative plan gets bypass, less construction
disruption, good PR for State. Current proposal creates hardships on citizens, nightmares for business, waste of
road money with little gained and fails to correct major road issue.

34

Put a turning lane in. 705 does not work. No roundabout.

35

Roundabout is not necessary. What is necessary is a left hand turn lane and a left turn green arrow signal. A right
turn lane with signal would also be good there. This would be placed at intersection right before the Atomic Grill as
you drive away from the Mountaineer Mall.

36

Please do not kill the Pike four-way! Traffic is bad everywhere, this is not the worst. My family, friends, neighbors,
and loved ones have stemmed from the Kingwood Pike for generations. Every local loyal person | know is against it!
My personal advice is to do away with the light. It worked beautifully when it was simply a four way stop. I've lived
here all my life. Not to mention the rape of people's personal land, history, and heritage...the environment,
ecosystem and natural beauty of our little left green areas. | beg you as a permanent local citizen to reconsider your
mistake!

37

My children love this place! Please don’t take this farm away from us! We don't want a roundabout at this farm! Put a
roundabout in front of the Coliseum instead, or at Harman Run Road in front of the airport. That is where it is really
congested and needed. The community doesn't want a roundabout at Kingwood Pike, the community wants a
shared space, a place for the children to learn.
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38

The Hasting's Farm serves as an educational tool to all those who venture and participate. You should see how
much the children love to visit and learn. You should see how volunteers from our community come together for a
common goal. You should see how the Hasting's share with the neighbors in this community. We don't need a
roundabout at Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road. Why not invest all that Federal money into clean water
technology, clean food technology, why not build a new treatment center for people in our community to get
treatment for addiction? Why not fix the roads we already have? I'm saying no to the roundabout!

39

The land you're considering using as a roundabout is land that is essential to improving lives in our community. The
Conscious Harvest Cooperative provides low income families with access to local produce and sustains food
security for these families who may not have means to fee their children healthy foods. West Virginia has a serious
problem concerning food security and it is well known that we are one of the unhealthiest states in our nation. What
kind of message are you sending if you choose to deprive our community of means to a healthier way of living?

40

| grow vegetables over there. | don't want that farm turn to roundabout. The roundabout is no help for the traffic's
problem

41

Proposed plans for a roundabout at this intersection will have significant lasting impacts on land use for the
community. As a resident and student in Physical Therapy, West Virginia's health status is desperate for community-
based initiatives and partnerships with agricultural resources. The family owned farm of 117 years helps to support
the community with access to farmland for research, education, and local produce. Promote health and wellness
opportunities and consider alternatives for construction and city planning

42

Constructing a large roundabout at this intersection is unnecessary and will cause harm to the community. | urge
you to reconsider the effects this proposed plan will have on the farmland, home to Conscious Harvest Cooperative,
a community green space and WVU student garden, all that provide local access to produce. | firmly support a
solution to the truck traffic through Morgantown via other alternatives - a turning signal or lane, signs or a road
expansion. Protect farms in WV! Commuting through this intersection at the peak traffic times is not that congested -
choose health for WV!

43

sent copy of Tom Talerico April 29 Letter to the Editor, Dominion post

44

| do not support a roundabout at the location. This would take away from land and not really fix the problem. We are
a small town structure with a city population - there will be traffic. There has been no sign (ex. - Mileground) that a
roundabout is affective enough to help with traffic. This will only take away and add more problems. That is my
opinion

45

| personally am fond of Morgantown destroying all our greenspace! They cut down all our mountains already! Stop
the roundabout project! Stop destroying our children's grass and trees! Leave something for the children! The mall is
dead! Walmart is gone too! Leave this land alone!

46

Please consider the effects that a roundabout will cause for the farmland in this area. As a Veteran, | can also say
that as roundabout work in places such as England, most Americas do not know how to use them properly and
cause more traffic and collisions. Please look at alternate solutions.

Public Meeting Summary Report 21
Greenbag Road Improvement Project
Monongalia County, West Virginia




Comment
Number

Comments

47

This is about a new project plan by the West Virginia Dept of Transportation to put a large roundabout at the
Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road intersection.

These plans would significantly impact our community due to the total acreage they wish to acquire/annex via
eminent domain. The State's Environmental Assessment of the project rendered it a Categorical Exclusion (CE) for
expedited approvals without traditional public comment because the project claims "no significant human or
environmental impact." This exclusion is unacceptable. We request a full environmental impact assessment and
reassessment of the Categorical Exclusion. The project WILL affect land use for the area, have a significant impact
on natural, historic, economic, environmental, and agricultural resources, and significantly impact air, noise, and
water quality. This land is a: 1. community green space. 2. family owned and operated farm of 117 years. 3. home to
Conscious Harvest Cooperative, an established non-profit organization, 501(c)3, working on alternative food
sourcing strategies to combat food insecurity and increase food access in Morgantown, WV. 4. recreation space,
including a wild mint and wild mushroom foraging area. 5. participating WV-permitted industrial help research
program. 6. established garlic bed that supplying to local families and restaurants. 7. WVU agronomy student
research and project growing area. 8. educational site for K-12 students, undergraduate and graduate students for
food systems, horticulture, human nutrition and foods. 9. pollinator gardens that provide food and habitat. 10.
gardening space for individuals to grow their own food. The further impact on agriculture, education, food access,
and the environment can not be under-stated. We are open to alternatives that include turning lanes as apposed to
leveling our farm and dreams to the insert roundabout at this intersection.

48

This new project puts at risk and jeopardizes the unique ecosystem created here for both wildlife and human life.
The construction of this roundabout is unethical and immoral as it robs from the community in more ways than one.

49

We do NOT need a roundabout.....we NEED TURNING LANES!!

50

It would be more beneficial to make a turning lane instead of a roundabout

51

The public is against this roundabout. There are so many other options - pick one that doesn't destroy everyone's
lives, time, money, homesteads, mother nature, and our hard earned tax money. Ridiculous

52

We are against this roundabout! If traffic is so bad, add a turning lane! This is way too big of a project, too much
money, too much construction- why would you propose such a massive project first? why not add a turning lane to
that light we put in so maybe it will actually work. This is ridiculous! Huge impact on the environment and on the
people: Categorical Exclusion should be revoked! How dare you steal peoples' land right underneath them! And ruin
the Pike while you're at it! shame on you

53

I think the roundabout is a waste of time. What money you all spend on it you can fix the roads and drainage
problems here on the pike

54

Can we please stop with the roundabouts? They do not help. They are causing other areas to become congested
with people attempting to avoid them. These aren’t even decent ones. Visit Carmel, Indiana or Hilton Head Island,
SC. Ten times easier to navigate and a better layout.

An absolute NO from me for more roundabouts.
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55

Why waste all that time and money for these projects. When all that is needed are turning lanes and arrow lights.
Use the money to fix roads that are unbearable instead of creating new ones.

56

| am writing as a former resident of Morgantown. | am concerned about the impact that the roundabout will have on
the heritage farm and community garden in that area. This is an important cultural and social resource in
Morgantown. Please consider its future in your plans.

57

No more round abouts! They reward aggressive driving.

58

It has been brought to my attention that there are plans for a roundabout to be constructed at the intersections of
Greenbag Road and Kingwood Pike in Monongalia County. Please know that | am opposed to any such plans that
would include a roundabout in this location. The roundabout will not adequately address the truck traffic which
descends the Kingwood Pike on a daily basis. Additionally, the roundabout severely limits the use of the community
garden located at this same intersection. | might add, this is the only community garden meeting the needs of our
growing region.

59

Roundabout is not needed, money would be better spent repairing existing roadways. Example Kingwood Pike lane
slippage.

60

| have serious about money being wasted to inter-grate a traffic circle into the Kingwood Pike/Dorsey Ave
intersection. What a total waste of revenue in WV. My husband and | drove those roads daily and there is ONE
HOUR daily, from 5:00-6:00 that this road is even remotely congested. That is the time that Mylan Pharmaceuticals
Office in the Mountaineer Mall closes. That isn’'t even a permanent office. Mylan could dissolve in Morgantown one
day. | feel that this project is unnecessary and will cause more traffic problems than currently exists. Please hear
out the many who travel these routes and reconsider.

61

A roundabout at the Kingwood Pike/Dorsey ave. intersection isn't necessary. A simple turn light on all sides would
solve any traffic flow issues. The time and resources used to make a roundabout would be better spent on fixing the
severely deteriorating roads.

62

Widen the road and put in turn lanes and turn lights. A round about will not help. Do the same thing in Sabraton at
the green bag road. Use the money effectively.

63

We do not need a round about just will cause more congestion and wrecks!! What we need is turning lanes and
signals!! | am absolutely against roundabouts they don’t work!!! Look at the one coming off 705 it’s is congested at
the rush hour times and takes just as long to get through!!! Not going to help the traffic at the pike but turning lights
and turning signal lights would!

64

| respectfully ask that round abouts not be the solution to the Greenbag Road project. Adding additional lanes, turn
lanes, should solve and traffic issues in this area. | live on the Kingwood Pike and have my whole life. We are
fortunate to have this beautiful area so close to the city. | know we can do better than ugly round abouts and what is
up with sidewalks there?? | travel that road everyday, all times of day. There is VERY little pedestrian traffic on
Greenbag. Let’s reserve the beauty and save some money and just add turn lanes. We don’t need to make a big
showing, just fix the problem. Thank you for your consideration
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65

| don't think the double roundabouts will work. The one on the Mileground doesn't work during rush hour especially if
you are coming from town going toward the hospital. No one will let you out and if you find a break in the traffic, you
are almost taking your life in your hands. Trucks also have trouble driving in them too. They almost need both lanes
in the circle.

I think it would be better to widen the road in the area of Kingwood Pike and add turning lanes. In the area of
Mississippi Street put a traffic light that is only triggered by those coming out of the school area.

I hope this construction doesn't kill the few businesses that are on the Greenbag Road.

66

| hate roundabouts

67

We do NOT need a Round about at the intersection of Kingwood Pike and Dorsey Avenue

68

I think the roundabouts and side walks are a great idea. My church and kids school are on Greenbag road. It will be
so nice if the traffic flows better. Round abouts are really the best. Also, my high schooler sometimes gets off the
bus and walks Greenbag road to his dad’s place of employment. It worries me with the traffic. I'm so happy about
the sidewalks going in.

69

This is an atrocity. | have spent a lot of time at this beautiful Morgantown oasis. This is one of the last remaining
farms so close to downtown. The family that occupies this farm are also some of the most genuine, open and
welcoming people I've ever met and are always willing to share their space and abundance with others. | believe this
is also the location of the ONLY community farm in Morgantown. This round a bout will not only affect the community
but also the environmental implications are astound. This will negatively affect the people of Morgantown as well as
plants and animals who occupy this land currently. This farm has big plans for the future, are planning to grow
medicine as well as nourish folks with community and food the community garden grows. DONT ALLOW THIS
ROUNDABOUT TO DESTROY THIS BEAUTIFUL FARM AND COMMUNITY GARDEN.

70

| use the Greenbag Rd on an almost daily basis and | think the plans for Dorsey Ave and Mississippi St are
unnecessarily extravagant. All you need to do is widen the 2 intersections, providing a turning lane heading
northeast on GBR onto Mississippi St and widening the Dorsey Ave intersection by adding turning lanes. | am also
concerned about how The Mississippi St work will affect Cobun Creek nearby, and the active business at Dorsey
Ave. And while | assume the DOH (such an unfortunate abbreviation) can handle more than one project at the
same time, | fervently believe that it should focus on the Route 7/Greenbag Road intersection first. The situation
there needs urgent attention. (Apologies for any typos..this tiny window for writing doesn’t allow any maneuverability)

71

This is beyond unnecessary, a simple solution is widening and putting a turn signal at the kingwood pike traffic light.
Whomever is making this decision does not live anywhere near this intersection and has no understanding of the
area.

72

We do not need another round a bout on greenbag road.

73

This is spending money which isn't necessary. Travel this every day. Just put some green arrow turn signals in
traffic light. Lain brain idea for a roundabout much less for two.
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74

1. This is a community green space

2. It's a family owned and operated farm of 117 years.

3. Home to Conscious Harvest Cooperative, an established nonprofit working on alternative food sourcing strategies
to combat food insecurity and increase food access in Morgantown, WV.

4. It's a recreation space, including a wild mint and wild mushroom foraging area

5.Participating WV-permitted industrial hemp research program.

6. It's an established garlic bed that supplies local families and restaurants.

7. It's WVU's Agronomy student growing garden.

75

Has the state looked at all options? There are so many other roads that need fixed badly that the area doesn’t seem
like a top priority and that's good land to use.

76

There is no need for the round about at the intersection at the bottom of the kingwood pike. It is only gonna make it
worse down there. The lights are bad enough. There is absolutely no need for it.

77

| oppose the roundabout, gardens are much more important for a community

78

| oppose the roundabout, gardens are much more important for a community

79

| would like to express my concerns regarding the proposed roundabout at the intersection of Greenbag Rd and
Kingwood Pike/Dorsey Ave. | understand that this construction would absorb a significant portion of the agricultural
land owned by the Hastings family. This land is flat and suitable for vegetable production or similar uses. Monongalia
County has very little flat land suitable for agriculture that has not already been commercialized. Taking this
agricultural land for a roundabout is very concerning.

| have a BS in Horticulture from WVU and a MS in Plant Breeding from the University of Georgia. | currently work at
Micro Genesis (a local greenhouse), and am also developing my own business model for an agricultural production
company in Morgantown. The Hastings family has been kind enough to allow me to pursue agricultural endeavors
on their farm. | planted tomatoes and herbs in 2018 on land that would be part of the proposed roundabout project. |
sold produce | grew onsite directly to the public, on adjacent land owned by the Hastings family. This enabled me to
test the market and refine my growing system. | hope to develop a local market on site in future years. | also
performed plant breeding research in 2018 on this site. This research is part of a venture to develop a seed
production business in the state. Having this incubation area is essential to obtain a business development loan in
the future.

| would support alternative plans that would involve a turning lane. However, a roundabout would take up too much
of this valuable land that is supporting my efforts to develop an agricultural business in Morgantown. Please
consider my request to stop this roundabout construction.
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80

| am local to the South Park area, and do not support building a round about by the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
intersection. | have heard concerns from neighbors that it will take land from a local community garden, that means a
lot to our residents. There are other options that can be used instead, like a turning lane. It clearly means a lot to our
local farmers. This garden helps bring our community together, and to take the garden away from us to build a round
about when other options are available would be very disappointing.

81

Please do not pave over the Conscious Harvest Cooperative. There must be another place for the roundabout!!

82

The community garden is a sacred place. It does wonders for the community and brings personal meaning and
resources to the individuals and the community involved. The loss of sacred spaces like this and the impact they can
have on peoples lives will never be offset by the potential value of traffic improvements. Please consider those who
are emotionally invested and the loss to the community. Thanks!

83

A roundabout at this intersection would be an absolute nightmare. How about turning lanes and arrows.

84

The roundabout is a horrible idea. The Kingwood Pike is falling in and potholes everywhere. When it rains or snow
the water runs on the road and makes it dangerous to drive on. It's in desperate need of repair. Please fix this
Kingwood Pike and maybe put some tuning lanes instead of a roundabout.

85

Please don't have a roundabout built! This is a wonderful place which helps the community much more than a traffic
circle could ever contribute to a community!

86

| think the round about is an amazing idea! Can’t wait for it

87

This is a family farm, that has been operational for decades. This family has been a huge asset to the Morgantown
community for decades. Morgantown does NOT need this "improvement", the need to focus on simple road
maintenance before anything else.

88

PLEASE DO NOT FOLLOW THROUGH WITH THE ROUNDABOUT! Before following through with this project
please be sure to take an assessment of all of the factors that will be impacted! Please consider the impact on food
resources (that help feed my family), animal resources, economical resources, and community sharing resources.
Instead of a round about, which only creates more traffic because no other expansions of the roads take place to
accommodate the new feature (MILEGROUND) consider making turning lanes, turning signals at the light, or simply
expanding the road to allow more thru traffic. All | ask is to please not take away our garden. People have been
collaborating and sharing in this garden for years, to some like me this is the only space to garden, by taking this
away you will be destroying our nutrition, community, and all of our hard work. Please consider all of the other
factors before following through with you plan. Kind wishes!

89

Do not do this project! The traffic is bad because you put a stop light in with no turning lane. Add a turning lane!!!
Common sense. No need to make a HUGE project out of this.. taking peoples land and spending tax payer money
on a monstrosity. Wow. Don't do this.

90

DON'T touch this land

91

Please try a turning lane before there's no turning back. Roundabout here is a bad idea.
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92

Please, please, please! Not every traffic woe in this town needs to have a roundabout! The average citizen hates
them because they are confusing, so they tend to avoid those areas and find alternate routes that lots of times go
through neighborhoods.

Next, they take up a lot of space and are ugly and very expensive. How can this state justify the expense of these
roundabouts when they can't even manage to take care of the roads we already have?

There are other solutions to the light at this location. Even though traffic backs up after South Middle lets out, it
moves through fast. You could just put in a turning lane, or even just prohibit left turns during peak times.

93

| think that putting is a waste of time and in some ways it is stealing. The ways that it is stealing is that the state
would be taking land from people and businesses that the state does not own. Plus, not to mention that harm that It
will do to the environment. The amount of money that it will take to make the changes to Greenbag road does not
compare to just leaving thing alone. Changing the intersection at the Greenbag road and the Kingwood Pike road is
both waste of time, money and energy. Most of the time it only take a few minute to wait to get through the
intersection. Where as putting a round about at that intersection will take more time and cause more problems.

94

We don’t need or want an expensive turnabout put at the end of Kingwood pike. They do nothing but back up traffic
worse. The entire Kingwood Pike needs fixed, we have potholes that destroy vehicles and slides that needs fixed.
NO TO THEH

TURNABOUT. The one on the mileground was a total waste of money, traffic backs up worse than ever

95

Please do not build a round about on Greenbag Road. That would take up too much land for an unnecessary
solution. There is a beautiful field that would be disturbed. A simple step would be to add arrow signals to make
the left hand turn going towards Dorsey, that is all that is needed to solve the problem, not a huge project that would
destroy businesses and farmland

96

Would you please consider putting an on and off ramp off 68 to access the Kingwood Pike. The lower end of the
Kingwood Pike is a mess where the road has been slowly falling in. Seems like you get one area fixed and another
area is starting to do it. This had been dis used as an option years ago. Thank you

97

| do not see any benefit in the proposed roundabout at the intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road and
would strongly oppose it.

98

I do not think a round about is the ideal choice. | think a turning lane and turning signal would work better!

99

| feel that the round about is not beneficial to our community or the traffic flow in the are. | think adding turning lanes
on the Greenbag Road would help the flow of traffic tremendously.

A lot of elderly people live on the Kingwood Pike that won't travel the mileground because of the round about. So
adding one in a rural area would not be a good choice.

100

Please do not put in another roundabout. | vote for a turning lane only. The farm is a great asset to this town. If it is
taken away, you take away from the locals. Please don't destroy a good thing.
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101

| would also like to add one more comment. Instead of building more new roads, can we please just have all the
roads in Morgantown fixed so they are smooth and not patched up? That would be better than wasting money on
another headache. The drivers in Morgantown are not smart enough to figure out the roundabouts anyways, they
still haven't figured it out on the Mileground Rd. It is always jammed up there.

102

This land is a valuable asset to the community and does not need to be turned into another road.

103

We opposed the round about and will like and alternative plan. The community deserve solution.

104

Roundabouts are extremely expensive and expansive. Surely there’s a less costly traffic solution with lesser land
impact. What other alternatives have been explored?

105

How about you use my tax dollars to fix the end of Kingwood Pike so | don't damage my car that | pay taxes on that |
park in the driveway of my house that | am heavily taxed for owning.

106

Roundabouts are completely unnecessary on Greenbag Road. We are against this project because: the purpose of
the project is to get the 'truck traffic out of downtown' as stated in the RFP. However, there is no law to make the
truck drivers use the Greenbag Road nor any data to support that they ever will. Because: We do not want additional
dump truck traffic in this area. They increase the risk to residents and school children. They have passed me on the
705 bypass going over 60 MPH! Because: the Kingwood Pike is A MESS and desperately needs quality road repair
that the roundabout money could be used for. It is not property ditched; water runs across the road constantly which
is especially hazardous when the temps drop; the lower end is caving in AGAIN and will probably collapse soon.
Because: there is NO safe effective way to divert traffic off the Kingwood Pike to avoid the intersection during
construction of a roundabout. A MAP may look good on paper but, go drive the road. It is not feasible to use the
proposed routes without considerable outlays of time and money, which would be so much better spent on fixing the
Kingwood Pike problems. Because: Kingwood Pike residents and surrounding areas will be physically cut off from
our routine to work, to school, to gasoline, to the grocery store. It makes no sense to spend this much money, time
and effort to address dump truck traffic when there are so many other road issues in our county. Please reconsider.

107

1. | believe the traffic circle at the Kingswood Pike intersection is a bad idea. | believe traffic lights will be a much
better way to manage the bus traffic, the large dump truck traffic, the commuter traffic that occurs from the correction
center and Mylan.

2. | live just off Lower Aaron's Creek road and it is in absolutely deplorable condition. It is riddled with huge potholes
and washed out sections of roadway. The section of Aaron's Creek road that will be used is not much better. Many
sections of these roads are way too narrow to handle two way traffic. Are there plans to improve these roads before
you send all this additional traffic on these inadequate roadways? If not, | believe you are seeing yourselves up for
huge problems and criticism!

Thank you for allowing input from the public!
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108

Please build a turn lane rather than a roundabout at the Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road intersection. That is a

beautiful area and there is a restaurant and a farm at that intersection along with trees and meadows that would be
negatively impacted by building a roundabout. | drive thought that intersection several times a week and would hate
to see the beauty and livelihood of the farm and restaurant harmed.

109

110

| oppose the roundabout bc gardens are more important for a community.

111

Would like to know where priorities are roundabout at the four way stop on Greenbag is a waste! There not that
much traffic only at evening coming from the Morgantown and down Grafton rd (119) need one there! The
Kingwood Pike is following in again and bad holes that have to take chances on dodging or Tear up your car or
cause a bad wreck will not have way out to Greenbag road if not addressed soon!!!

112

A roundabout on Greenbag Road is definitely not needed. It would be a total waste of taxpayers money. All that is
needed is a left turn arrow!

113

| think this is a complete waste of our state money when honestly the roads are HORRIBLE. And being diverted
down to lower Aarons Creek to a more deplorable road is completely ridiculous. If traffic is the issue, put stop signs
back up. a one-way one lane round about is the same thing. And no one walks on GreenBag road so a sidewalk is
uncalled for...i have not spoke to one person that thinks THIS is a good idea for any of this whatsoever.

114

| oppose the current greenbag road improvement project. This did not have an environmental impact analysis study

to assess the human, environmental, and health impacts of this project. This project destroys the Conscious Harvest
Cooperative community garden, which supports 15 families to increase healthy food access. This issue should have
a full impact analysis to assess impacts.

115

This project is taking away land from a nonprofit aimed at making our state a healthier place. The property at green
bag is farm owned by a Morgantown family with deep ties in the community. They deserve better.

116

This project is a bad idea on more ways than one. Heavy truck traffic will continue downtown. The traffic circles
around town create enough confusion. Please use these funds to repair existing state roads. The current state of our
roads is absolutely disgusting. Have a look at all of the bridges alone in our district! Not to mention the road
surfaces. If we want to ruin the little farm land that’s left why don’t we add ramps to access i68 from Kingwood pike.

117

This roundabout will have a negative impact on the local farmers and growers in north central West Virginia. You
shouldn't annex this property and take it away from all the local people taking advantage free farm land.

We also have big plans for that acre of property down the road. We are going to establish a opportunity for
morgantown which will bring jobs and money to this county.

Dont make this mistake!! The light at this 4 way is doing a fine job. How about using the money to fix roads instead
of building new ones.

118

They should make a turning lane onto Dorsey and one onto The Pike. They won'’t need to spend as much money as
a roundabout. Then they can fix some other roads that need worked on.
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119

| am totally against the roundabout that you are wanting to put at the Kingwood Pike Greenbag Road Intersection.
There are too many people with logging trucks and tractor trailers who make the turn up the Kingwood Pike who
would not be able to go thru a roundabout. This is a totally stupid idea. The one on the Mileground does not work
what makes you think one would work at this intersection. What you need is to go back to the original 4 way stop
sign. That way people do not pass people waiting to turn in either direction. You can tell by the black marks on the
road of the wrecks and near wrecks that have been there. Also if you listen to scanner traffic you hear the wrecks at
the Mileground roundabout but that never shows up in the paper or the news. Plus you want to close the Kingwood
Pike while the construction is going on. How are the people suppose to get to work or any where else they need to
go. That is totally uncalled for also. What you need to do is use the money to fix the Kingwood Pike. It is an obstacle
course with all of the potholes and slippages that are on it. There are people who live on the Kingwood Pike now that
will only drive on this side of town. They will not go on a roundabout or the four lane roads and they ask others to
drive them when they need to go there. | won't even go on the roundabout on the Mileground because of how it is
marked. Especially when the arrows go in two different ways at the same time. You all need to come up with another
solution to this intersection without a roundabout

120

Please DO NOT put a round-a-bout in on the greenbag road next to the atomic grill restaurant and the community
farm.

121

| am opposed to a traffic circle being built over the historic, family owned farmland and 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization Conscious Harvest Cooperative. Although | am not in the area as a local, | am from a background in
community agriculture and family farming. I've both grown up on farms and worked in agriculture recreationally as an
adult. The connection that a community has to its farming families is wonderful and rich. The impact that community
farming has on an area is both far-reaching and greatly influential. Healing food insecurity locally can only be a good
thing. Making connections between neighbors and fellow community members is a good thing. Creating a resource
for lost agricultural knowledge is a good thing. The capacity, culture and resources that this land has as a functioning
garden offers a real wealth to everyone in stark contrast to what a roundabout may provide to a select few. There is
no continued growth, no family fed, no community aesthetic to be found in furthering the stretch of concrete here.
Please reconsider what is best for the community beyond menial traffic concerns.

122

We need to provide a better left turn option traveling west on route 7 for trucks to be encouraged or required to use
the Greenbag road to avoid the heavy truck traffic through tight turns into town. Conversely we need to do the same
to get back to the Greenbag road to get back to route 7 eastbound.

123

Please, we do not want or need a roundabout at the 4 way intersection at the bottom of Kingwood pike! Please turn
this 4 way intersection back into a 4 way stop and take away the traffic lights. My whole family feels this way also!
Jenny Hart, James Hart, Rodney Hart and Martha Hart including myself are against the roundabout.
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124

We do not need a roundabout at the intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road! The lights need removed
and turn this area back into a four way stop again! Building a roundabout is just useless and not needed in this
area! The other roundabout’s in our little town were unnecessary and from what | understand were placed to help
with game day traffic congestion but please do not put this at the end of the Kingwood Pike there a lot of log trucks
that travel up and down this area since a lot of the residents of the pike own their own trucking/log trucks and this
roundabout would make it difficult for the trucks traveling up and down from the Kingwood Pike.  Please consider
making this a four way stop again or add a turning arrow to help motorists that are trying to turn right onto Kingwood
pike from Greenbag. A roundabout in this area is just ridiculous and a waste of money. Thank you for listening.

125

We seriously don't need a roundabout on the greenbag road!!! Attention needs to be fixing the delapidated roads
we already have that are falling in and destroying everyone's vehicles!!! We have to pay money to keep our vehicles
safe for the roads but the roads aren't safe for us!!! The only thing Greenbag road needs is turning lanes with
arrows....Pay people a decent wage and hire some help to get these roads fixed and | don't mean patched....Thank
you!!!

126

Finish the first project, a stop light, by adding the turning Lane it desperately needs. Why start another project when
you didn't finish the first one? Of course traffic is bad no one can turn left add s turning lane not a roundabout

127

As a Monongalia County resident, | strongly disapprove of this project. This is an extremely invasive, unnecessarly
large project that is quite frankly over-thought when a simple TURNING LANE and SIDEWALK could be a perfect
solution for the state's "F" rating for the traffic report. A project of this size is ludicrous- taking land, spending lots of
money, and claiming no human impact? There are way easier, more cost-effective, less environmentally and
humanely harmful solutions. | hope our State and our Governor listens to the peoples' pleas, for once.

128

Hello, My family owns the Hastings Farm and | also work full time on the Greenbag Road at BlissBlissBliss in About
Town Place. My children went to South Middle School off the Greenbag Road as well. | am familiar daily with its
traffic flow and patterns. The build up of traffic only occurs at 4:30-5:30 due to Mylan office workers ending at 4:40-
5:00. Itis my sincere request, that you consider putting in a traffic light with and arrow and a turning lane instead of
a roundabout. | am also concerned about the traffic back up, due to a roundabout, in front of my place of
employment at About Town Place, 3101 Greenbag Road. Feeding into Roundabouts from 2 lane highways can
result in congestion. | have seen this on Rt. 705 and the Mileground, a road i take daily to work. In addition, my
family owns the Hastings Farm and will greatly be affected. My children have worked hard to secure community and
farm status in order to continue using this green space as a farm, which has been in our family for 120 years. | am
also concerned about the accountant who bought a house on the corner of Greenbag road and Dorsey Ave, in order
to do business there recently. | am also concerned about the back up of traffic on Dorsey Ave at 5:00, a road | will
daily be taking to work beginning June 1.

Please, Please Please, reconsider the large roundabout to solve traffic flow, and consider a turning lane
instead....this would be so welcomed!
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Strongly disagree with the roundabout at kingwood pike x greenbag rd. | am very concerned the State’s plan claims
No Human Impact, therefore have an Categorical Exclusion. There is clear human and environmental impact to
agriculture land where the proposed round-around would be located. This is unacceptable. We request a full
environment impact assessment and reassessment of the CE.
{Categorical Exclusion are actions which: do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the
area, do not require the relocation of significant numbers of people; do not have a significant impact on any natural,
cultural, recreational, historic or other resource; do not involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts; do not
have significant impacts on travel patterns; or do not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any

129 significant environmental impacts.}
We are writing to you today to strongly oppose the roundabout plan for the greenbag rd improvement project. The
need to move truck traffic out of downtown should not come at the expense of destroying vital farmland that provides
real food resources to low income community members throughout the greater Morgantown area. It is not
economically responsible to spend over 10M on a minor turning traffic issue at the intersection of Greenbag rd and
Kingwood Pike.

130 We respectfully request an alternative plan with less environmental and sociology-economic impact.
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131

This is about a new project plan by the West Virginia Dept of Transportation to put a large roundabout at the
Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road intersection.

These plans would significantly impact our community due to the total acreage they wish to acquire/annex via
eminent domain.

The State’s Environmental Assessment of the project rendered it a Categorical Exclusion (CE) for expedited
approvals without traditional public comment because the project claims “no significant human or environmental
impact.” This exclusion is unacceptable.

We request a full environment impact assessment and reassessment of the Categorical Exclusion.

The project WILL affect land use for the area, have a significant impact on natural, historic and agricultural
resources, and significantly impact air, noise, and water quality.

We are open to alternative solutions including a turning lane, turning signal, expanding of the road, building
sidewalks, or adding signs.

This land is a:

1. Community green space.

2. Family-owned and operated farm of 117 years.

3. Home to Conscious Harvest Cooperative, an established Non-Profit organization, 501(c)3, working on alternative
food sourcing strategies to combat food insecurity and increase food access in Morgantown, West Virginia.

4. Recreation space, including a wild mint and wild mushroom foraging area.

5. Participating WV-permitted industrial hemp research program.

6. Established Garlic Bed that supplying to local families and restaurants.

7. WVU Agronomy student research and project growing area

132

| strongly oppose a roundabout / traffic circle at the corner of Kingwood Pike and greenbag road. | support a turning
lane alternative solution at the corner of Kingwood Pike and greenbag Rd.
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133

| am distraught to hear that a traffic circle is being planned to be built over the historic and family owned farmland
and 501(c)3 non profit organization Conscious Harvest Cooperative. Our land throughout the states is gradually
being cut down and destroyed in time, and those familiar with environmental studies understand the impact of
tearing down areas that are naturally in symbiosis with human chemistry and well being, including impact on our
neurotransmitters and electron exchange with the earth. Oases such as these are already becoming fewer and
farther between in time, and we the people on the land only want it to stay.

| live three hours away, yet | personally frequent this particular farm as often as | can. The last time | was there was
in July, and | still have garlic that was gifted to me from their bountiful crop. Conscious Harvest Cooperative combats
food insecurity - a major deficiency in this great land of the United States. As stated, | am still cooking with the crops
| was given closing in on almost a year ago now. This farm massively produces for the community. From what |
understand, the garlic is also given to local families and restaurants. This impacts our community greatly. In addition
to this, WVU students come to this location specifically to enrich their knowledge in a real community setting. This
area is priceless and a growing niche in Morgantown. It is a community green space. It is a haven to the family who
has owned and operated it for over 100 years. Please consider the voices of those who maintain, learn from, and
are enriched by this land.

134

*Update to a previous comment* | do not support a major change to this intersection. | previously commented
about a lack of traffic to justify this project. I left work early one evening when the students were still here and even
at 5:30 pm there were 3 cars TOTAL at the intersection. The only times | have seen a back up it is one way. The
other lane is totally clear. A turn signal is the answer.

| also checked the MMPOQ's website and a roundabout goes against what they have suggested for a Greenbag Road
plan. It clearly states a signalized intersection here.

| don't know anyone who supports a plan that requires a detour. In fact | support NO BUILD if there is a detour.
People are complaining about this issue online. It is clear no one from Charleston is familiar with this area. Aarons
Creek Rd (listed as a detour for the VERY busy Kingwood Pike) is so bad that the residents who live there are
posting about it. Residents who live on Aarons Creek and are familiar with the road and have 4 wheel drive vehicles
have ended up IN the creek recently. Residents have also taken bags of cold patch in attempt to repair the road
themselves as Dist 4 is nonexistent for help. IT'S THAT BAD.

| don't own a 4 wheel drive nor can | afford one. The Kingwood Pike is falling apart currently and is bad enough on
my car. Do you realize residents will be unfairly "trapped" because of this plan and could lose their jobs. | have no
back up truck as transportation and will have no way out. Even the people who can stay home will have trouble
getting packages from UPS as those trucks will have to take Summers School Rd. This is an 18 month to 2 year
project! The mileground project isn't even close to being finished and it was started years ago.

This isn't a "minor" inconvenience to anyone. | hope you listen to the people. Thank you for your time.

Public Meeting Summary Report 34
Greenbag Road Improvement Project
Monongalia County, West Virginia




Comment
Number

Comments

135

| am against this project as proposed. It was initially presented to the public as a simple widening of the road and
adding a turn lane. Now this has changed. | am against a roundabout here. Every truck driver | have spoken to
feels the same way. This project will make this area very unsafe.

| travel this road daily and there is only traffic at peak hours. At noon there are approximately 6 cars max sitting at
each lane of the intersection. At 7:30-8 pm there are 2 or 3 cars. Sometimes none. | am the only car. For that
reason alone | feel this is a HUGE waste of money considering the other pressing needs currently in our county.
(Pavement replacement that is 20+ years past due should be at the top of the list) Please set up cameras so you
can see that | am giving an accurate account of midday and evening traffic during the week.

Lastly, a detour for Kingwood Pike residents is not feasible. This is a busy rural road and there are no roads to
detour to that would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and considering actual resident's objections that drive this area daily.

136

The proposed roundabout runs through an existing community garden of which | am a multi-year member. This
green space has helped my family and | grow food to feed ourselves and is a valuable community resource. This
garden is also the only one like it that existing in Morgantown. | would like to see it remain intact. Thank you for your
consideration.

137

| support installing 2 roundabouts on Greenbag Road. However, part of this project that does not seem to have been
brought up in the documents available for this project, is the closure of access from Sabraton Avenue to Route 7. |
would encourage the DOH to explore options that will avoid shutting down access to the Norwood and Jerome Park
neighborhoods by prohibiting access from WV 7 to Sabraton Avenue. Thank you.

138

Please stop round about.

139

The proposed changes to Greenbag Road will cause too much damage to existing agriculture, social, and
educational space. The family farm and local nonprofit which will be displaced has created an unparalleled program
in Morgantown. | believe there are better plans which would allow existing farms and buildings to remain in place.

| disapprove of the current plan

140

| live in Preston county and | work in Morgantown. | also own a second home in the city of Morgantown in South
Park. | drive through the Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road intersection at least twice a day, sometimes more. | am
in full support of a round about in the intersection and any other improvements to aid traffic moving.

141

This project is a not a good idea. | support farmers but that aside, put the money to what matters. Work on traffic
where the real issues are and fix potholes. Do not put a round about here.
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142

| do not agree with the proposed Greenbag Road Upgrades. | heard this is being done because of traffic. | live on
the Kingwood Pike and travel the Greenbag Road everyday, in some cases SEVERAL TIMES a day. The ONLY
time there is traffic is when it backs up from the light to the Kennedy Center. Which is between 4:45pm and 5:14pm,
Monday through Friday ONLY. THAT'S IT!!! Any other time you travel this road except for the half an hour you could
go without seeing ANYONE! At the 4-way light more often then not | am the only one sitting at the light. This makes
No sense to me. Money MUST BE SPENT on REPAIRING our roads and ditches. Travel the Kingwood Pike and
tell me that this is acceptable. This winter the pike was treacherous from the Greenbag Road intersection to and
through the slippage due to ice from the lack of ditches. Several years ago there was a concrete berm installed on
the Pike from the intersection to just before the bridge. This has done nothing but make the water drain INTO THE
ROAD. We need help before someone is killed. Stop the Greenbag Road project and put money into the existing
roads.

143

| think the roundabouts are a great idea. They work really well when drivers know how to use them

144

This is another stupid idea someone has. During rush hour traffic only one way gets to go. You risk your life every
time you drive through a round about. Make turning lanes with a light. Now this makes more since.

145

No to the round-a-bout. Is not needed, going to make a heavily traveled area more congested. Look at how worse
the mileground is.  That did not help the flow of traffic. Stop waiting tax oayers money, fix the existing roads that
are covered in pot holes.

146

A roundabout on Green bag would not be good at all and even worst on kingwood pike intersection. can you see the
accidents in winter when roads are slick and there are 2 inclines at the intersection on Kingwood pike area

147

A round a bout on greenbag road would be terrible the lights work perfectly fine. The real issue is the state of
disrepair of our roads the roads we pay taxes for not a unwanted unnecessary round about.

148

Taking away a source of sustainable food and food security in our town is GROSSLY IRRESPONSIBLE

149

| fully support the roundabout project to improve traffic flow

150

Putting a round about on Greenbag road is a waste of resources. The intersection is congested due to a out dated
traffic light. With sensors and a properly timed traffic light these issues could be remedied. Clearly these decisions
are being made by people that do not frequent this area. Put our money to use in repairing our existing roads and
infrastructure.

151

| live in Preston County and work in Morgantown. | travel the Pike everyday. | would much rather see this money
put towards fixing the potholes that are destroying my car than putting in a roundabout. The roundabout at the
Mileground is a disaster. It wasn't properly done, and there is still a huge backup of traffic there. | envision a similar
situation here. There is farm land right at Greenbag Rd that will be affected. As a landowner myself, | would be
furious if the state came in and took over my land. Please fix the existing roads before wasting the taxpayers money
on upgrades that aren't a necessity at this time.
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| believe that Aarons Creek and Lower Aarons creek roads are unsuitable for a detour route. There are numerous
pot holes and almost unpassable areas on both roads. Many areas are one lane and cannot accommodate traffic.
An area just downstream from the bridge cannot accommodate large vehicles. The road is narrow and there is a ten
foot drop off into the creek. Several vehicles including a DOH truck have ended up in the creek. | lived there at the
time and witnessed the whole thing as well as others. There is already so much traffic that it is dangerous crossing
152 the road to get the mail or news or newspaper. | would hope that a different solution could be found.
A roundabout at the intersection of greenbag road, Dorsey ave, and kingwood pike is unnecessary. To fix the traffic
flow there should be added turning lanes on greenbag road and arrows on the traffic lights for vehicles turning on
Dorsey and kingwood pike. The construction is going to be terrible for the school buses traveling to and from south
153 middle and mountainview.
Who owns this land?? Have you secured the land? Isn’t that where the community garden is? Where do you get the
154 right to take land like this?? What about the retaining wall for water drainage??
We have enough round abouts in this town. This farm brings the community together and that's what the community
155 wants. We elected u guys to give us what we want, we dont want any round abouts
156 Community gardens are more important than a Roundabout
157 A roundabout is way more excessive than what is needed; a turning lane and a sidewalk
Against this destruction project. Turning lane is the improvement. Roundabout is absolutely devastating and frankly,
158 a stupid idea.
159 Turning lane! Roundabout is the worst idea in the world
I'm horrified at the idea of taking land from people to build this roundabout. We need a four way stop, or turning lane
160 and a sidewalk, which can be done without impacting a community garden.
A roundabout is a gross misuse of funds and can be avoided by simply adding a turning lane and potentially a
sidewalk. There is no need to take a bunch of land from the surrounding areas, this would also affect the non-profit
161 garden that is in the area which would have a lot of human impact.
162 No roundabout please! A turning lane is a much cheaper option and has WAY less impact on the local environment.
As a west Virginia native | am appalled at this plan. | heard it through the grapevine. And there's no more meetings?
Excuse.my french but WT... ?! Why would yall but that enormous.circle at the bottom of that hills gonna kill someone
in the winter! Y'all are being stupid and all shady. We been on the pike for decades, and we are AGAINST this plan.
Put in a side walk and a turning lane to go with your fancy signal light and leave the land alone. Grrrrrrrr there ain't
gonna be any more grass in the world if people like you keep taking it all, without permission. Any one of those
163 engineers think?
Fix the roads and put in turning lanes with turning signals. Roundabouts are more dangerous than the current set
164 up.
We need the slide on River Road fixed before the state squanders millions on a project that nobody wants. | think
you are only allowed one comment unless you use different name. | have a kingwood pike friend who will lose her
job with an detour (project is going to take 18 mos to 2 years) Otherwise she will have to buy an OFF ROAD vehicle
165 to make it down Aarons Creek Rd. Nobody on the pike except Raese wants it.
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166

District 4 DOH can’t maintain our road worth a shit and they wanna put in another roundabout that nobody wants?
No!

167

I live on Marcus Drive off Dorsey Avenue and use the Dorsey/Kingwood Pike intersection daily. | DO NOT believe a
roundabout is the solution to the traffic issue. All that intersection really needs is a left turn lane with left turn signal to
turn from Greenbag Rd to Dorsey Ave. With the amount of tractor trailers and school buses that use Greenbag
Road, I do not think they would be able to navigate the roundabout, | do not believe there would be enough room.
And I also think it’s unfair to just take away the nice green space used for farming and agriculture. | believe the co-op
uses that space as well as WVU students. Please consider adding a turning lane before paving and forever
destroying the nice shared green space at that intersection.

Thank you!

168

| am from the Morgantown area and would love to see the plans include turning lanes... | think taking away from the
community to do another round about is not the answer

169

A turning lane and a arrow is all this needed too many large log trucks etc to be a roundabout, we are CDL drivers
and roundabouts would make turning there a lot worse and we live on the pike we have to come through there

170

No roundabout.

Would love to see the pike roads be fixed and paved before a roundabout is thought about.

A on off ramp at the pike bridge onto the interstate would be wonderful. | also believe turning arrows or bring the 4
way stop sign back would work out way better then a roundabout!

The roads definitely need fixed, paved, ditches cleaned before a roundabout!!

171

Adding to my previous comment- with all the big trucks that travel up and down the pike a small roundabout would
never work out!!

172

| have lived on and traveled the Kingwood Pike for 48 years. | do not think that the proposed roundabout is a good
idea. Going back to a 4 way intersection and and or adding turning lanes would work better and not destroy family
farm land. | would rather see the money spent on improving the existing road ways and | would much rather see
entrance and exit ramps be built giving access to the interstate which would reduce the amount of traffic traveling
thru the intersection and on to the Kingwood Pike which would also help with the constant caving and collapsing
road between the interstate overpass and greenbag rd intersection. | know it was proposed several years to make
access to the interstate from the Kingwood Pike along with making the road wider but was declined due to the
multiple petitions and objects from the community which | agree with because of so many homes and properties
being lost due tim the widening of the entire Kingwood Pike which is not needed.
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173

| am writing to express my strong concern for the proposed Greenbag Road / Kingwood Pike roundabout project in
Morgantown, WV. The plans have not gone through a process of democratic consensus, nor have they fully taken
into account important social and ecological impacts of losing nearly an acre of viable agricultural land and
greenspace at the edge of a rapidly urbanizing city.

The road expansion would eliminate a community garden that has played a key role in fostering community food
security projects in Morgantown for the past 5 years. Garden spaces there currently provide opportunities for city
residents without access to land to grow food. Garden programs offer healthy food access to low income families at
risk of food insecurity. For example, in partnership with the Friendship Room, residents recovering from substance
abuse have engaged with garden activities over the past three years and residents from Marjorie Gardens, the
nearby public housing complex participate as well.

| am surprised that the state would prioritize the construction of a roundabout in a place where traffic patterns do not
currently warrant such an investment, particularly at a time when so many other urgent road repairs are needed
across Monongalia county.

| urge you to consider alternative solutions that do not place this important community site at risk of further
unnecessary urban encroachment.

174

| travel this road on a daily basis for work and believe you are misguided in your thinking to install a roundabout. The
area it would affect would negatively impact local businesses and is unnecessary. The current stop sign works but at
the very least if you feel any change then a light w turn light signals might be sufficient if any changes were to take
place

175

Please find a new place away from the farm to use for roadways and roundabouts! This farm means so much to my
family and it has a legacy here in morgantown. Please please respect the earth

176

| oppose the proposed round about on Greenbag and Kingwood Pike in Morgantown, WV. As a member of
Conscious Harvest Cooperative, small business owner in Morgantown, and long-term resident concerned about the
loss of access to communal gardening, food production and food justice educational space in my community. The
proposed project would be consuming a large portion of the community stewarded food production land. | am whole
heatedly opposed to this project, due to my own participation in Conscious Harvest, but also a community member
concerned with safety and necessity of this particular round about.

177

I'm glad you guys are embracing roundabouts it would be nice if they were everywhere. The only place in Ireland |
ran into traffic was where they had red lights instead of roundabouts.

178

Gardens are more important than round-abouts

179

Removing this collective garden space and community haven would cause consequential impact for historical folk
life of mon county. Please focus on areas of traffic with greater congestion.
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180

Please stop putting roundabouts in our town. There are far too many people which causes congestion, and a high
number of young drivers, many who are not from our area and do not drive well enough for roundabouts. Our roads
need widened to handle the over populated area, and paved to keep our vehicles free from so much damage.
Please address the more important, functional issues before planning something like this.

181

Although | am sure there are many negative comments about this project | am much in favor, particularly of the use
of rotaries to speed traffic flow. Before the first modern rotary was installed in the Mileground section of Morgantown
I had my doubts, but after using it for a while | realize that it is very different than the rotaries | have experienced in
New England, along the eastern Seaboard, and the Western Reserve of Ohio as, unlike these colonial relics, they
are designed to facilitate modern traffic flow. The major problems | see at this point is that more public education as
to how to properly navigate modern rotaries (for some reason many can't just learn to follow the signs and arrows)
and that combinations of rotaries and traffic lights can slow traffic as is currently the case on the Mileground that
needs one at the other end to make it work.

Count this as a vote in favor of current DOH highway modernization in the Morgantown area.

182

Where are images for the proposed roundabouts??

183

While the decision to construct roundabouts at Kingwood Pike and Mississippi St causes concern, my chief concern
is with the detour routes during closure of Kingwood Pike. The Aarons's Creek detour is NOT suitable for two-way
traffic of the volume that is usual on CR 81 Kingwood Pike). To be suitable as a detour this road would need
substantial widening and paving. There are portions of the upper segment that are too narrow for cars to pass
safely. Of concern also is the truck detour utilizing Summers School Road. This road is not suitable for large truck
traffic in that there are sharp curves that cannot be navigated by large trucks without using both lanes. There is also
one curve closer to Rt 7 that semis cannot negotiate, evidenced by the number of trucks that have failed to negotiate
this turn and had to be towed out. Lastly, with an increase in traffic, some sort of traffic control would be required at
the junction of Summers School Road and Rt 7. Even at the present time, traffic backs up significantly at this
location causing both delays as well as dangerous behavior with motorists trying to turn onto Rt 7 into a continuous
stream or traffic.

184

| have three concerns about the proposed approach:

1) There are several areas of Kingwood Pike near Greenbag Road where the road is in the process of slipping and
sections of the road appear to be in the process of falling off the side of the hill. It seems that preventing a current
road from collapsing should have higher priority over traffic pattern adjustments.

2) During Stage 2, the plan is to divert traffic to Aaron's Creek Road. Has the condition of Aaron's Creek Road been
assessed to confirm that it can accommodate continuous 2 way traffic?

3) If the goal is to increase large vehicle traffic on Greenbag Road, are roundabouts conducive to large vehicle
maneuverability?

Public Meeting Summary Report 40
Greenbag Road Improvement Project
Monongalia County, West Virginia




Comment
Number Comments
| have several concerns with the proposed round-about at the intersection of Greenbag Rd and Dorsey Ave.
1) | often see trucks jumping the curb at the round-about on the Mileground. How will this be designed differently so
this does not occur?
2) The connecting Kingwood Pike is in poor condition with several slips and potholes. These have been repaired
several times recently, but the job was not done properly since it keeps occuring. One reason is the large amount of
water that erodes the road and eventually runs down Kingwood Pike towards the Greenbag Rd. intersection. In the
winter this typically freezes resulting in cars sliding down the hill unable to stop.
3) The proposed detour through Aaron's Creek Rd is in extremely poor condition and one lane in spots. It cannot
185 handle the amount of traffic you propose to put on it.
This land is a:
1. community green space.
2. family owned and operated farm of 117 years.
3. Home to conscious.harvest.cooperative an established nonprofit working on alternative food sourcing strategies to
combat food insecurity and increase food access in morgantown westvirginia
4. recreation space, including a wild mint and wild mushroom foraging area.
5. Participating WV-permitted industrial hemp research program.
6. Established garlic bed that supplying to local families and restaurants.
7. wvu agronomy Student growing garden
186 Please do not destroy these beautiful farm lands. It would be a tragedy.
Green bag road does not have a traffic problem, however the lower section of Kingwood Pike has a serious paving
187 problem. Please use the resources to repair the Kingwood Pike. Thank you.
Leave it alone. Leave people's land alone. That area you’re taking is a great co-op area and heritage land. Leave
well enough alone. Try fixing the 10,000 potholes and stick what is working. You can't fix the roads, you say no
money. Well take the money from this stupid pathetic idea and put towards roads. We pay for road usage from our
188 paychecks but apparently it's lining wallets not road repairs. LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE!1###
189 | am against the roundabout at Kingwood Pike!
The proposed Kingwood Pike roundabout is unnecessary and unwelcome to neighborhood. This is taking valuable
190 green space away. | say NO. Even roundabout down the road is not helpful
The 2 round abouts is a waste of time and money. Put a light in that can account for turning and move on to
191 maintenance on other roads
Please don’t construct the roundabout! | don’t agree with the construction plans, | think constructing a roundabout is
192 unnecessary! It will cost a lot of money and take away land from the lovely farms that are around the area.
My family adamantly abject to the round a bout proposal at the Intersection of Greenbag Rd. and the Kingwood Pike.
No one wants it. The residents who live in this area need to be heard. The pike is crumbling and falling down and
has been for years and yet you overlook that and propose wasting money on a round about? No. It would be a
193 nightmare. Put in turning lanes and the problem is solved.
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194

As a resident of the Kingwood Pike | am adamantly against this project. Did you even bother to contact residents in
this area for feedback? Of course you didn’t. It's full steam ahead and who cares of the hurt in the process. This is
not necessary and a complete waste of funds! Did you consider bus traffic? The value of the home that is
undergoing extensive renovations at the start of Dorsey Ave? The impact on the farmer whose land will be snatched
from them? The round about at the mile ground is a complete nightmare! We do not want that same disaster over
here. Make turning lanes and the problem is solved. I've lived on the Pike for nearly 15 years and | assure you
NONE of us wants this! How about you fix the collapsing Pike and address the poor road conditions??? Just another
way to bully and make a bigger mess!

195

We differently do not need a roundabout at the intersection of Kingwood Pike. They do not work. | drive the
roundabout on Mileground every day. Sometimes | sit in that traffic for 10 or 15 minutes. People blocked the exits
and entrances and traffic can’t move. Please fix the road on Kingwood Pike and Cobun Creek Rd. A roundabout is a
waste of taxpayers money.

196

I think a turning light would be better.
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| am writing to you as a seed farmer and one of the board members of the Conscious Harvest Cooperative (CHC)
that offers the only community garden space available in town to the residents of Morgantown in a region that
typically has steep terrain.

We recently found out that the WV Department of Transportation proposes the construction of a roundabout at the
intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road, acquiring a significant portion of the community garden. The
garden has critical importance to teach kids and families about the sustainable use of natural resources, resource
management, environmental protection, as well as about growing food, food justice, and positive impacts of local,
clean and fair food on human health and local economy. The garden is also an experimental space utilized by WVU
undergraduate and graduate students as part of their internship and/or project assignments.

| strongly oppose the roundabout proposal that takes our garden space away, and | also strongly believe that we can
work together to come up with alternative solutions.

| am writing to you as a seed farmer and one of the board members of the Conscious Harvest Cooperative (CHC)
that offers the only community garden space available in town to the residents of Morgantown in a region that
typically has steep terrain.

We recently found out that the WV Department of Transportation proposes the construction of a roundabout at the
intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road, acquiring a significant portion of the community garden. The
garden has critical importance to teach kids and families about the sustainable use of natural resources, resource
management, environmental protection, as well as about growing food, food justice, and positive impacts of local,
clean and fair food on human health and local economy. The garden is also an experimental space utilized by WVU
undergraduate and graduate students as part of their internship and/or project assignments.

| strongly oppose the roundabout proposal that takes our garden space away, and | also strongly believe that we can
work together to come up with alternative solutions.

| am writing to you as a seed farmer and one of the board members of the Conscious Harvest Cooperative (CHC)
that offers the only community garden space available in town to the residents of Morgantown in a region that
typically has steep terrain.

We recently found out that the WV Department of Transportation proposes the construction of a roundabout at the
intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road, acquiring a significant portion of the community garden. The
garden has critical importance to teach kids and families about the sustainable use of natural resources, resource
management, environmental protection, as well as about growing food, food justice, and positive impacts of local,
clean and fair food on human health and local economy. The garden is also an experimental space utilized by WVU
undergraduate and graduate students as part of their internship and/or project assignments.

| strongly oppose the roundabout proposal that takes our garden space away, and | also strongly believe that we can
work together to come up with alternative solutions.

| am writing to you as a seed farmer and one of the board members of the Conscious Harvest Cooperative (CHC)
that offers the only community garden space available in town to the residents of Morgantown in a region that
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typically has steep terrain.

We recently found out that the WV Department of Transportation proposes the construction of a roundabout at the
intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road, acquiring a significant portion of the community garden. The
garden has critical importance to teach kids and families about the sustainable use of natural resources, resource
management, environmental protection, as well as about growing food, food justice, and positive impacts of local,
clean and fair food on human health and local economy. The garden is also an experimental space utilized by WVU
undergraduate and graduate students as part of their internship and/or project assignments.

| strongly oppose the roundabout proposal that takes our garden space away, and | also strongly believe that we can
work together to come up with alternative solutions.

| am writing to you as a seed farmer and one of the board members of the Conscious Harvest Cooperative (CHC)
that offers the only community garden space available in town to the residents of Morgantown in a region that
typically has steep terrain.

We recently found out that the WV Department of Transportation proposes the construction of a roundabout at the
intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road, acquiring a significant portion of the community garden. The
garden has critical importance to teach kids and families about the sustainable use of natural resources, resource
management, environmental protection, as well as about growing food, food justice, and positive impacts of local,
clean and fair food on human health and local economy. The garden is also an experimental space utilized by WVU
undergraduate and graduate students as part of their internship and/or project assignments.

| strongly oppose the roundabout proposal that takes our garden space away, and | also strongly believe that we can
work together to come up with alternative solutions.

| am writing to you as a seed farmer and one of the board members of the Conscious Harvest Cooperative (CHC)
that offers the only community garden space available in town to the residents of Morgantown in a region that
typically has steep terrain.

We recently found out that the WV Department of Transportation proposes the construction of a roundabout at the
intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road, acquiring a significant portion of the community garden. The
garden has critical importance to teach kids and families about the sustainable use of natural resources, resource
management, environmental protection, as well as about growing food, food justice, and positive impacts of local,
clean and fair food on human health and local economy. The garden is also an experimental space utilized by WVU
undergraduate and graduate students as part of their internship and/or project assignments.

| strongly oppose the roundabout proposal that takes our garden space away, and | also strongly believe that we can
work together to come up with alternative solutions.

| strongly oppose the roundabout proposal that takes the only community garden space that the residents of
Morgantown have access to as this space offers a great opportunity to us to teach our community about sustainable
management of natural resources, growing food, and food security, all of which are critical problems that our state
has to cope with.
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198

WOW. Do | even gotta comment on why this shouldn't happen? | don't wanna get carpel tunnel writing it all.... We
better get a community meeting on this... Where is the communication?!? Governor Jim justice better make his way
to Mon county and HELP.... Give us some reason to get his approval rating up.. we r fed up here. Wow.

199

As a contributor and supporter of the community farming and farm co-op programs being generated from the work at
the Hastings family farms, | strongly oppose the project plan as currently proposed. i would prefer a plan that
minimizes land usage of the Hastings property as it is a beautiful, lasting and shared community spot which is rare
close to town and should be preserved. | believe some turning lanes and sidewalks may be a better approach and
diminish the amount of land needed for a more efficient traffic crossing. Thank you for your time and attention.

200

It's not an improvement by any means. We are against it ! 1.there is no good detour route. 2. They need to fix the
pike and roads that exist instead of building new ones.3. Nothing wrong with the way it works now if they would just
simply put a turning lane and arrow light up for all sides. 4. We have an inside voice that told us the people who
come up with the round about ideas don’t even live here they didn’t even know the one on the mileground doesn’t
work they are just using what works in the big city we are not a big city they are trying to cram a big city in a little hick
town.5. All the big trucks that travel this road they would cause accidents because they don’t make them big enough
and they are so heavy it will just break it up within a year or Two!! We don’t want this

201

The two round abouts being discussed for the greenbag road is the most irrational decision this town can make
there is not enough traffic to justify it for one thing also all the big trucks that travel greenbag will not be able to
make a turn on a round about thirdly if u think it will help the school traffic it won’t just look how bad the one on 705
is it's a nightmare besides all these reasons don’t waste money on this project when all the roads in this town are in
desperate need of repair the pike is ready to cave in use the funds for its repair before somebody gets seriously hurt
or killed don’t let people who don't live in this town tell you what needs done they have no idea listen to the people
who travel these roads every day if you want to do anything at all just add a turning lane it makes more since

202

| use the Greenbag Road in Morgantown on a weekly basis - Greenbag DOES NOT need a roundabout! A left turn
lane with a left turn signal on the light on just Greenbag, (not Dorsey & Kingwood Pike) would solve the majority of
the congestion and at far less cost! A simple problem with a simple solution! NO ROUND ABOUT!!

203

Why couldn’t the DOH purchase Hardees restaurant and tear it down and create a four way interchange controlled
by a stoplight. A turn lane from rt 7 to green bag road could be created. Hardee's restaurant could then purchase
land where the sabraton avenue did intercept rt 7 and adjoining the barbecue diner across from cvs. Rt 7 could then
be widen to 4 lanes with a turning lane where appropriate from long john silvers to Burger King restaurants on rt 7.
This should move traffic smoothly. Create a four way intersection where Hardee's is today. Give a new place for
Hardee's to relocate and also keep sabraton avenue open for local traffic. Thankyou
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204

Please do not use any round abouts on the GREENBAG ROAD PROJECT. For

Please reconsider using roundabouts on the Greenbag road project. | do not think it would be a good fit because of
the heavy trucks and the heavy vehicle use trying to maneuvering it. Why make the road harder to navigate. Look
at the roundabout on the mile ground traffic does not allow people exiting Eastwood grade school merge into traffic.
The green bag road would be the same for people trying to exit Dorsey avenue and street leading to south middle
school. Roundabouts might move traffic but the high traffic and you mix senior citizens and college kids in the
mixture is an accident waiting to happen. I'm a senior citizen and | can confirm that. Why can't you use stoplight.
Thank you

205

Please stop putting in round about. They only work if installed properly and people use them correctly which they
don't because either they don't know how to use them or they are just think of themselves being in a rush and
ignoring other's turn to go. Why not install sensors on the lights and adjust times according to high traffic times.
People are too selfish anymore to consider other people.

206

This is a poor error in judgement and costs. | travel this road every day. A green area turn signal for both turning
onto Dorsey and to the Kingwood Pike would a lot cost effective. This round-a-bout idea is totally unnecessary. If
any planning this would travel 705 every day from 4:00-6:00 would see the back-up of traffic. The traffic from down
town can be backed up to Darst Street also. Why would the DOH spend that amount of money on a project that isn't
going to solve anything. Please, please reconsider this decision. Thank you!!!
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207

| am a Morgantown resident that travels along CR 857, CR 81, and CR 1 by vehicle and/or bicycle. The current
status of these intersections makes it dangerous for travel by any mode because of lack of visibility and continual
congestion due to high traffic load. | am also a member of the Conscious Harvest Cooperative that uses land at the
corner of CR 857 / 81 for farming and supporting local food accessibility for low-income households. This project
proposes using this land to construct the new intersection.

| fully support this project in constructing roundabouts at the intersections of CR 857/81 and CR 857/1. | also support
the inclusion of dedicated bicycle lanes, but highly suggest that they be placed on the road side corresponding to
their direction of travel, instead of only the west-bound side. Sidewalks are also of utmost importance and | support
the sidewalks in this project, with some extension. As a safe route to school, | suggest that the sidewalks be
continued past the Atomic Grill and up Dorsey Avenue to Luckey Lane and continue the full length of Luckey Lane to
the Mountainview Elementary sidewalks and parking lot. This extended sidewalk is of extreme importance to the
safety and well-being of school-children and the community.

| regret that portions of the community gardening space for the Conscious Harvest Cooperative and the Joy and
Hemp Universal permit grow-site will be claimed for the proposed intersection and road construction. However,
improved traffic flow, and pedestrian and bicycler safety is required along this corridor. | believe that the proposed
project will satisfy these scenarios.

| fully support widening of the road on CR 857 as well as roundabout construction at the intersections of CR 857 / 1
and CR 857 / 81. | would not support this project if the proposal was traffic lights at the said intersections.

208

| say no to the roundabout should be able to claim peoples land just for progress plus | don't believe it will be a good
idea there | think if the light timer was longer on the greenbag road that would help more than anything

209

Please do not go forward with building this, it will take away vital farmland which grow crops. This is unethical and
unnecessary | hope you do the right thing and do not go forward in destroying the planet for these “upgrades”.

210

Please consider a tuning lane instead of a roundabout

211

People against the roundabout. How is this a categorical exclusion? You're going to destroy a farm and peoples'
livelihood - how does is that warrant exclusion?! There are so many options: turning lane, 4 way stop. Add a
sidewalk- go ahead. But this rounabaout thing has gotten out of hand it makes no sense here and the people who
have created this plan act like it's the ONLY and LAST option? Yeah right, what's the motive here? Because it's not
the traffic issue, we all know that stop light only works with a turning lane. This isn’t rocket science. NO
ROUNDABOUT
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212

In order to document the “grass roots” effort that occurred on the Greenbag Road Improvement Project, | would like
to summarize the comments that were received by phone. A summation of the exact number of voicemails and
messages did not occur due to various factors; - | was not aware of the action being taken by the public until
some time into the comment period and no “tallies” were documented. - Many of the voicemails were
incomplete; messages such as “No roundabout”, no name given, address etc. were received. In my opinion a vast
number of the calls were overwhelmingly opposed to the roundabout. As an example between the end of business
5/16/19 and the morning of 5/17/19 fourteen voicemails were recorded of which one was for the roundabout and 13
were opposed. | have also included the newspaper advertisement that was used to alert the public to the project.

213

I’'m against the Roundabout. | live right off Greenbag and | volunteer at the community garden there.
A simple turning lane on each side will suffice.
Thank you and God bless

214

Anyways | live on Dorsey Lane and | use that intersection everyday of my life with NO PROBLEM there is NO NEED
to make a roundabout there all it is going to do is cause accidents because people don’t know how to drive here
already. | don’'t know why we are so concerned on making a roundabout somewhere where we don’t need one
instead of fixing all the craters in these roads the road right beside the school on Dorsey Lane is the worst road I've
ever seen and been like that for years yet NOTHING DONE ABOUT THAT cause guess we care more about less
traffic which there barely is any than fixing the potholes so we don’t have our cars damaged or cause an accident.
This just don’t make any sense.

215

No,no no! A round about let alone are not needed on the Greenbag road. It will cause more issues Including traffic
jams, wrecks etc. the one on the mileground has been a complete failure except in the eyes of the politicans

216

| am a 37 year resident of the area where State Project: U331-857-0.67 00 is wanting to be completed at the
intersection of the Kingwood Pike and Dorsey. | believe by simply putting in turning lanes would be a more practical
approach, and less invasive then the proposed round about.

217

| oppose the greenbag road improvement project roundabout. A turning lane should be used instead. This impacts
the surrounding businesses, food security programs, and living arrangements of low socioeconomic status residents.
Please conduct an impact analysis.

218

As a resident of the Kingwood Pike area.....I think putting a roundabout in at the intersection of Greenbag Rd would
be a bad idea. The reason | think this.....is because we have a problem in the winter time stopping at the
intersection the way it is when the roads are very slick & icey. | think putting in turning lanes with lights & green
arrows would be ideal. Thank you for letting me voice my opinion.
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219

| live on Luckey Ln the road in which you said you plan on widening. | have had many concerns on this road since
we moved here a couple years ago and no one wants to help me, so with this project hopefully you guys will help,
especially now if you widen this road it will make matters worse! People drive this road A LOT due to them
bypassing the 4 way intersection of Dorsey and Greenbag. The problem we have is people FLY on this road! | have
fought for Speed limit signs and speed bumps so far only one speed limit sign was posted and of course no one
obeys it. They said they wouldn't put speed bumps in city limits or something of that nature which is ridiculous.
Currently the road is to skinny which works to our advantage as SOME people slow down because of being tight
passing oncoming traffic. We have almost been hit putting our kids and baby in our car because our driveway is right
against the road, school buses have problems pulling out and people have run into the ditch all the time often being
pulled out by a tow truck, and they also smack mirrors from going too fast and not having room on the road. It's very
unsafe for us, the church, neighbors and the school. Widening the road will most DEFINITELY make it worse as
people won’t have to slow down to pass each other and | know they will still travel it probably even more with the
widening regardless of the new round a bout being put in at the intersection. | don't understand why this road is even
being widened its not meant to be a traveled road like that, however i'm not against it as long as we get a sufficient
amount of speed bumps installed, even if at least they start from the stop sign intersection of the school to the end of
Luckey Ln that connects to Dorsey. It’s very unsafe how fast people go for me and my family, the school, and the
Church and neighbors. Ive tried to get police to patrol and they don't which they can’t sit there all the time anyway
and again they don't obey speed limit signs. PLEASE PLEASE install speed bumps | beg you to install a sufficient
amount of speed bumps. This will solve the problem of people flying on this road! It will make the school children
and all of us safer.

220

It is my opinion that the roundabouts in town need to be larger as well as sloped inward. | can think of several
roundabouts in Flemington New Jersey that are so large you cannot see the other side of it. Perhaps Morgantown
should model its roundabouts after those?

221

Although the temporary car detour using Lower Aarons Creek Road is the shortest route, it presents significant
public safety concerns. Several separate areas along the route are narrow; restricted by trees, brush, culverts,
Aarons Creek itself, blind spots, short visibility, and ditches. Cars must find a driveway or wide spot to safely pass.
Signs at two locations indicate "Narrow Road Speed Limit 20 mph" which is not followed by most vehicles using this
as a "short cut". It is suggested someone drive Lower Aarons Creek Road and confirm it will provide a safe car
detour route.
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222

| wish to express my concerns regarding the roundabout proposed for the intersection of Greenbag Rd and Dorsey
Ave/ Kingwood Pike.

| believe that this development would have a disastrous and irreversible impact on land that | have become very
familiar with.

As a Horticultural consultant and educator, | recognise the exceptional significance and potential of the land
currently being used by a community gardening group and the adjacent farmland.

Although | live in Western Australia, | have had the good fortune to visit Wonderful West Virginia on five occasions,
staying with family in Morgantown on each occasion. On every one of those visits from 2002 to 2018, | have spent
several days on the properties | referred to and have been able to contribute to the development of a valuable
community resource.

Even though your climate is vastly different to my “semi-desert” country with a 10-inch annual average rainfall, there
are many fundamental biological processes that are common globally and which need to be understood and
appreciated in order to sustainably manage farming land.

Over the years, | have been contributed in a two-way flow of information on horticulture and land conservation
principals and practices on these properties by sharing information on water harvesting, permaculture, plant
propagation, soil science, composting and many other related topics.

It is gratifying to see some of that information now deployed in the establishment of a community garden that can be
used to educate people, particularly the young, on the intricacies of successfully growing vegetables or fruit trees for
example, without harming the environment.

It would be the envy of nearly every city in the world to have a tract of well-watered, arable land, close to town that
can be used to not only grow conventional vegetable crops for local consumption, but to also trial alternative plant
species useful for other purposes.

Opportunities exist. Here in Australia for example we are only just learning about the chemicals in the plants that
Aboriginal people had been using for thousands of years as traditional bush medicine, with analyses revealing
antibacterial properties capable of combatting resistant infections.

In the face of a changing climate, experiments and trials and record keeping and research, all conducted by
volunteers, should be valued for the contribution it makes to the community, the state, ultimately the planet, for
providing the all important data that we increasingly rely on.

If an alternative to the destruction of this land is available, no effort should be spared in searching for it. It is
irreplaceable.
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223

My husband and I live in Reedsville but travel to Morgantown everyday for work. | have traveled the Kingwood Pike
everyday for 5+ years and it is by far the quickest and easiest route to take. | work in downtown Morgantown so the
pike leads me directly in to town. | have never had any issues with the greenbag rd. intersection and feel that the
only improvements necessary might be to fix the road where it is falling in or bumpy. Closing the pike to putin a
roundabout would cause a huge issue for a lot of people who depend on that route everyday for work. | really have
never seen an issue with traffic in this area. And | really believe it would be more of a burden than any help. The
roundabout we have in Morgantown already does not work well. Thank you for your time.

224

| would like a turning lane instead of a round-about. No need to destroy a beautiful field that helps supply low income
families with fresh local produce.

225

Leave the garden alone. Spend my tax dollars on repairing the roads we have! Shame in WVDOT for considering
taking a public use garden to make a roundabout when there are so many other ways to spend our tax dollars! Fix
the potholes!

226

Great project! Keep it up! Please make sure to incorporate bicycle and Pedestrian facilities.

227

Turning lane! Turning lane!

228

Please preserve the community garden as you work to update the intersection on Greenbag Rd and the Kingwood
Pike.

229

Roundabout is stuip.Before thing of that .Need to be making the safe to drive .what's important rounfasbout or family
with kids out for ride.l hope and pray to god it is not that crazy roundabout to have more accident and injury or killing
more driver .Sorry POTHOLES POTHOLES !!! Fix Fix

230

| feel that this is a very big mistake to spend millions or billions of dollars on a Roundabout when all if our roads are
just horrible and caving in

Even the roads that Dot has repaired, patched are right back to the same potholes again. | think they should try a
turning signal at this intersection by Atomic Grill to turn up Kingwood pike before spending all that money. Even the
streets in town and Mon Boulevard are horrible. Ditches aren't cleaned and brush I'd not been taken care of.
Mountain view School Rd was grated and for about 2 weeks it was nice. No gravel or just sparsely spread and is just
as bad as it was before money was spent to fix it. It just is a temporary thing. Not really fixing the situation. All roads
deserved to be fixed before a Roundabout

231

The round about is an awful idea. | think there should be a turning light so people can turn onto Dorsey. That would
solve the problem. | live on the Kingswood pike and all the money wasted on this could go to fix our road. Wherw the
road fell in there is a huge jump and if you don’t stop to go over it then it could break your kids necks. its very unsafe
and should have already been fixed
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232

No to this project! This project will threaten the conscious harvest community garden. | am the program director of
the Friendship House, which is an addiction and mental health drop-in recovery day center. Please view this
video/article by abc news about how the garden helps people get into recovery.
https://abcnews.go.com/amp/US/west-virginia-community-garden-helps-people-drug-addiction/story?id=61152664
space is so special to us and our clients. We are able to teach people how to grow food and benefit from garden
Therapy. | personally support WV road development, but doing so on land that is accessible to our community and a
community garden space is not ok. Many people benefit from this garden. Including WVU students, mental health
clients, people experiencing homelessness, and other community groups. Please don't take our garden away from
us.

233

| support this project 100%. Please continue with the work as planned. Roundabouts are smart and effective.

234

| am writing today to protest.

The new project plan by the WV Dept of Transportation proposes a large roundabout at the Kingwood Pike and
Greenbag Road intersection. We are reaching out today because the total acreage this projects wishes to
acquire/annex/imminent domain has significant public health, environmental, agricultural, individual & community
impacts. These impacts have not been assessed. We understand the State environment assessment made a
Categorical Exclusion (CE). We are very concerned the State’s plan claims no significant Human or Environmental
Impact, therefore the project has been granted a Categorical Exclusion, which allows for expedited approvals
without traditional public comment. This is alarming.

There is clear human and environmental impact where the proposed roundabout would be located. This is
unacceptable. We request a full environment impact assessment and reassessment of the CE.

{Categorical Exclusion are actions which: do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the
area, do not require the relocation of significant numbers of people; do not have a significant impact on any natural,
cultural, recreational, historic or other resource; do not involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts; do not
have significant impacts on travel patterns; or do not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any
significant environmental impacts.}

We feel the proposed roundabout is too abrasive and would severely impact our agriculture growth and development
activities of the community and Conscious Harvest Cooperative. The land is also widely used by area University
graduate and undergraduate students.

The Hastings Family has always been happy to offer this land to the community for gardening, food justice events,
signage, and advertising for other community events. Community also enjoy harvesting wild mint, foraging for wild
mushrooms, and metal detecting actual archeological projects due to old relics and artifacts at this site. We wish to
continue to offer this green space for us all to enjoy. We are open to alternative solutions including a turning lane,
turning signal, expanding of the road, and building sidewalks.

Public Meeting Summary Report 52
Greenbag Road Improvement Project
Monongalia County, West Virginia




Comment
Number

Comments

235

| honestly feel that this is a misguided project that will do little to nothing of any value as far as improving traffic flow
in the Morgantown area. I'm not sure whose brain child idea this is, probably the city of Morgantown who thinks that
they can get all the trucks off city streets but two roundabouts in 4 tenths of a mile is a receipt for failure.

Tell Mr. Cites that | mailed a letter to him outlining my objections and even suggesting an alternative plan. The
letter was mailed Tuesday and may arrive late but since it was mailed before the deadline, | hope he reads in and
gives it due consideration,
| VOTE NO ON THE GREENBAG ROAD IMPROVEMENT PLAN.

236

| am against the traffic circle planned at Greenbag Road/ kingwood Pike. Winter time people will slide. | grew up in
Preston county and drove the pike. We have 2 circles that work in Morgantown- 1 at university Towne center( which
is being ripped out and moved and made larger for the football stadium) and WVU Medicine’s. The one at the
mileground is not a true traffic circle it's on an angle. It's so called fix for traffic is actually worse- it jammed like
spokes on a wheel. People continue drive backwards in it. Winter months water flows across and freezes and cars
slide into the other lane. We need infrastructure in this town. Turn ins and outs. Was there a feasibility study done
on an a entrance/ exit ramp for 68 from the over pass? = We need roads fixed, drainage fixed before you start
building roads that will not be maintained. Rt7 and Brookhaven rd needs a stoplight for safety of school buses and
children; summer school and rt7 needs a light traffic backs up past my housing development. Semis and Coal
trucks fly on rt7. People of died at these intersections yet we are worried about traffic circles. Fix what is broken
first.

237

To whom it may concern: | am wringing to express my desire to save the Hastings Farm from being taken to build a
round about on the intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road. Over the years that | have lived here the
Hastings have offered use of their land and resources to all who needed. | personally have harvested ramps and
garlic and have friends who did them same. | wholeheartedly believe that other traffic solutions could offer relief from
congestion at the light, such as a turning lane. Please reconsider the destruction of this cherished farm and consider
alternatives to the roundabout. Thank you!

238

Stop destroying natural spaces that make our home among the hills so special.

239

| would like a turning lane and not a roundabout

240

| am against the roundabout on Greenbag road. | would much rather see the money used to improve the Kingwood
Pike or any other road in Preston County. The roads are in desperate need of attention. All the pot holes are
destroying my vehicles and it is NOT safe for me to ride my motorcycle on. To me it is ignorant to use money to build
something new if what is there now is working for now. After the roads are ALL fixed then worry about traffic and a
roundabout on Greenbag road. The roads should be the 1st priority not a roundabout. A roundabout isn't destroying
my car. These deplorable road conditions are unacceptable and should have been fixed a long time ago. | cannot
figure out who or why they were allowed to get this bad. Where is all my tax and the lottery money going? Why does
my vehicle have to have an annual state inspection if the roads are not fit to drive an off road vehicle on? I'm 35
years old and was born and had lived in Preston County my entire life and have never seen roads like this anywhere
but this state. Please fix the roads then worry about other projects.
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No roundabouts. I'm from New Jersey originally but have been here for 13 years and no one out here knows how to
241 use them correctly. They just cause more problems. And NJ is doing away with them because they are not safe.
242 Nay!! Keep the integrity of the community and its people!
What a waste of money and you continue doing it these roundabouts are stupid and do not work nearly as well as
243 you think they do stop being stupid and wasting my tax dollars
| do not support round about at intersection of greenbag road and Kingwood pike. There only needs to be turning
lane additions on greenbag road. | have traveled this road for the last 15+ years and coming down the pike or off
Dorsey does not cause any problems only crossing traffic on greenbag road. The additional round about would be
244 helpful.
245 This project. Stop.
The objective for this plan is okay, but may | suggest a turning lane/turning signal and maybe sidewalks in place of
the round about! This plan will take up much valuable space from the farm across the street of Atomic Grill which is
needed. As a person who works on the Hastings Farm, | see a lot of potential with the crops we cultivate. Therefore
no precious farm land should be taken away for this project. | hope this comment impacts the planning committee for
246 this project. Thank you for you time.
I am writing in support of the proposed changes for Greenbag road as currently designed. | live approximately two
miles south of the Kingwood Pike/Greenbag road intersection and travel through this intersection a lot. Over the
years, | have seen a significant increase in vehicular traffic dating back to when their was a four-way stop signs, then
the addition of the current traffic light, which was an improvement. | very much support and look forward having the
roundabout installed.
247 Many thanks for helping our communty.
Studies have shown that roundabouts are safer than traditional stop sign or signal-controlled intersections.
Roundabouts reduced injury crashes by 75 percent at intersections where stop signs or signals were previously
used for traffic control, according to a study by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please build as
248 many as you can in Morgantown
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| have multiple concerns regarding this project. The impact of the actual construction for those of us who actually live
on Greenbag Road will be significant. | understand that the detour will be through Lower Aaron's Creek Road; have
any of the engineers or project managers traveled this road? It is in significant disrepair from it's current use and in
some areas is unsafe. | am also aware that the plans of the Kingwood Pike roundabout are targeting a farmers field.
These plans have a significant impact on natural, historic and agricultural resources. From my understanding, the
owners are open to alternative solutions including a turning lane, turning signal, expanding of the road, building
sidewalks, or adding signs yet these do not appear to be entertained by the state. This land is:
1. Home to Conscious Harvest Cooperative, a non-profit working to help support low income families with access to
local produce.
2. Family-owned and operated farm of 117 years.
3. Community Green Space, including a wild mint and wild mushroom foraging area.
4. Participating WV-permitted industrial hemp research program.
5. Established garlic bed, supplying local families and restaurants.
6. WVU Agronomy/Horticulture Student growing garden.
Surely there are many other alternatives to solve the traffic/safety issues at these two intersections. Please explore
249 other alternatives while considering those of us who live, work and play here.
Please reconsider placing 2 round abouts on the Greenbag rd. I've lived on the Pike for 16 years and feel the
placement of the roundabouts won't improve traffic flow as well as | feel they will be unsafe because of the ability or
250 lack of ability of many drivers in this area.
Please don't put a roundabout at the end of the Kingwood Pike. It would be a waste of money. Roundabouts don't
work well in Morgantown. If you don't believe it try using the roundabout on the Mileground at 4pm weekdays.
Traffic coming off the 705 DOESN'T yield, therefor no one from any other direction can enter.
If anything is needed, maybe widen Greenbag Road and put in a turn lane. This will help with the traffic congestion
at the end of the day.
It would be GREAT if you could repair the Kingwood Pike road itself. The road is in poor condition. Many people
are blowing tires from the potholes. Also there are many places that people will cross the center line in order to miss
the holes. This is so dangerous.
Also the thought of closing the Kingwood Pike and detouring traffic down Aaron's Creek Road or Summer School
Road is an awful idea. Aaron's Creek Road really isn't wide enough to accommodate the extra traffic. Itis in
desperate need of repair too.
Also the field that is going to be used for the roundabout provides food to food banks for people in need.
There are just so many reason's this isn't a good idea. Please just fix the road we have and don't waste the states
money or time putting in something that will just make it worse.
251 Thank you!
252 Kingwood pike needs a green arrow when turning left
Stop roundabout!! Traffic is only a problem when school is opening or closing and in evening about 5. Turn lanes
would be a better solution. Fixing the Kingwood Pike road would be a start. Obviously the engineer who has worked
253 on it the last 3 or 4 times needs replaced. Arron’s Creek road will never accommodate the traffic as a detour.
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254

| am opposed to the proposed round about on Greenbag road. Taking property from an individual to make this round
about is absurd. | think a simple turning lane would be a better alternative and cheaper. We have so many other
road issues in WV and you want to spend money on a round about. Absolutely ridiculous.

255

Please consider all environmental impacts on such a project. Please also consider what the current and proposed
private land use plans are that this expansion will negatively impact indefinitely for the future ahead. Why change a
good thing that already currently exists? A more comprehensive considerate approach for private land owners and
tax payers is needed at this time before moving forward. In ranked order of road/traffic improvements that are
deemed necessary and important, this project needs to rank towards the bottom of the list. We can do better city
wide and start elsewhere with improvements in much higher trafficked areas. Thank you for listening.

256

In favor of roundabout

257

The Intersection at Green Bay Rd. and Kingwood Pike is horrible as it is currently. Around about would be a
fabulous idea! | left turn lane would be wonderful as well. Greenbag is becoming a hazard with busses, Mylan traffic
and people driving into Morgantown from Preston county.

258

| don't think a roundabout is a good idea but just add turning lanes and light to go from greenbag road to Dorsey ave
or kingwood pike

259

| don’t think the round about is going to help any at the four way stop on the Kingwood Pike. It's hard for those big
trucks to make the turn as it is. A turn lane would make better since. An on and off ramp onto Interstate 68 up by the
bridge would allow the truck traffic to go that way and a lot of car traffic needs to get on 68 or 79 to get to work.
Some in that office must have some common sense somewhere. No one seems to have any.

260

No round about Kingwood Pike or Collinsferry and University Ave

261

Build a turning lane, not a round-about

262

A roundabout is not needed at the intersection of the Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Rd. Turning lanes to allow left
turns to keep traffic flowing would be a much better idea in this particular place. The majority of traffic in the area
seems to be from people wanting to travel straight through on Greenbag being forced to wait on those wanting to
turn left to go up the Pike or down Dorsey who have to wait for the road to be clear to turn. Turning lanes would
allow those traveling straight through to do so, while a signal with a left turn arrow would allow others to turn without
as much of a wait

263

Please do not include a roundabout in the Greenbag Road Project. A turning lane will be sufficient. The construction
of the roundabout could cause potential damage to the local ecosystem.

264

| am writing to comment on the proposed roundabout on Greenbag Road in Monongalia County. | have lived off this
road for close to thirty years and travel the route to be effected multiple times daily. | do agree that some changes
need to be made at this intersection but | strongly disagree with the roundabout. A less costly and more efficient plan
should be considered. Do we the citizens of this state, this county, this town, this neighborhood have no chance for
input before this costly decision is made? Please realize that there is a lot of opposition about this proposed project.
Please consider additional options.
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The roundabouts have been designed to meet the projected level of service requirements for the design year (2048)
and with larger vehicles in mind incorporating truck aprons designed to support the weight and turning radius of
larger vehicles, including school buses.

The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and
defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the
detour routes. Both build alternatives include widening of Luckey Lane. The east end of Luckey Lane will incorporate
two 8-foot travel lanes with curb and gutter on both sides. The west end of Luckey Lane will include a 10-foot travel
lane and a 12-foot travel lane with curb and gutter on both sides.

The shoulder along the north side of Greenbag Road is being designed to accommodate bicycle use by being wider
(3 feet) than the standard shoulder (2 feet). During data collection of existing traffic volumes by doing turning
movement counts, typical vehicles (passenger cars), heavy vehicles (trucks), buses, bicycles and pedestrian at
crosswalk locations were counted and included in the proposed traffic models and analysis..

The City of Morgantown will be responsible for the maintenance of the sidewalks that are proposed to be constructed
within the city limits; the WVDOH will be responsible for the maintenance of the sidewalks that are proposed outside
the city limits. Both build alternatives include widening of Luckey Lane. The east end of Luckey Lane will incorporate
two 8-foot travel lanes with curb and gutter on both sides. The west end of Luckey Lane will include a 10-foot travel
lane and a 12-foot travel lane with curb and gutter on both sides. As part of the EA development, the WVDOH has
examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that
were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of
these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has
the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the
improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current
conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as
much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to
the extent practicable. The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

The roadway alternatives were designed to provide safe pedestrian access from the western end of the project area
along Greenbag Road to the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection. At the intersection the sidewalk follows
Dorsey Avenue north to Luckey Lane and east on Luckey Lane to the connection with the existing sidewalk at
Mountainview Elementary School. All roadway crossings will be marked and signed as crosswalks. The designs for
the roadway and intersection improvements have factored the topography, safety issues, constructability, and current
land use to develop feasible alternatives. Minimizing impacts to the environment, community, and right-of-way were
also considered when evaluating the project alternatives. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to
the extent practicable.
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Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. Projected growth in the Morgantown area will
continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the current
issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives
and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed
include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options
indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated
construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of
service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048
predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the
turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane
option selected). The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons
designed to support the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles, including school buses. The detour presented in
the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and defined during the final
design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes. The
design for Luckey Lane does not take any of the residences or the church and access will be maintained to each
during construction through the use of flagging.

The WVDOH performed a traffic study for the project corridor and have analyzed and evaluated the traffic at the
Luckey Lane intersection near Dollar General, including the option of terminating Luckey Lane prior to the
intersection with Greenbag Road. Changes to the Luckey Lane intersection with Greenbag Road are outside the
scope of the current project but will be considered during additional phases of work on Greenbag Road. Greenbag
Road is currently designated as 40 mph and school zone designation was not included within the traffic study for this
project. Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in
reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection.
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Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address these
issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives
and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed
include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options
indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated
construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to the level of
service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048
predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the
turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane
option selected). The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons
designed to support the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles, including school buses. The detour presented in
the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and defined during the final
design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes.

10

Right-of-way acquisition cannot begin until all approvals for the project have been secured and final design has been
completed. WVDOH right-of-way staff and design engineers will work with the property owners regarding the
acquisition of property. The purchase of private property will follow all relevant federal and state property acquisition
laws, policies, and procedures.

11

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The roundabouts have
been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support the weight and turning
radius of larger vehicles. The sidewalk design has been extended from the western end of the project area along
Greenbag Road to the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection. At the intersection the sidewalk follows Dorsey
Avenue north to Luckey Lane and east on Luckey Lane to the connection with the existing sidewalk at Mountainview
Elementary School. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads
to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.
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12

Community involvement in the development of the MMMPO Corridor study report identified the lack of pedestrian
facilities connecting the neighborhood schools with the commercial and residential areas as a key issue for
community safety and access. Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow
through the corridor is controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in
the Morgantown area will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not
occur. To address the current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has
examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that
were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of
these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has
the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the
improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current
conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as
much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

13

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. Roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the
approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential
directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as
well as pedestrians, and cyclists. Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating the roundabouts.

14

A 4-way stop was not considered at any study intersection within the Greenbag Road corridor. The MMMPO had
completed several previous studies evaluating various transportation plans for the Greenbag Road corridor, with the
ultimate vision of transforming Greenbag Road into a safe, efficient, and attractive multimodal transportation facility.
The scenarios determined to be evaluated in the traffic study evolved from the outcome of the MMMPOQ’s preliminary
studies and findings. Existing two-way stop controlled operations with potential roadway improvements were
evaluated as part of the traffic, as well as traffic signal and roundabout options. The evaluation and analysis of these
intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the
lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the
improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current
conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as
much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
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15

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable. The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an
EA. Per FHWA guidelines, the EA is a concise document that provides evidence and analysis for determining
whether to prepare an EIS or a finding of no significant impact. FHWA determined that based on the comments
received during the first public comment period, an EA should be prepared. The EA will be available on the WVDOH
website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the
Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

16

Comment noted.

17

Apollo Drive is, as you noted, a private road and it is outside of the scope of the current project. The detour
presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and defined during
the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes.
Emergency vehicle access will be maintained during all phases of construction and coordination will occur with the
fire department for each phase.

18

A 4-way stop was not considered at any study intersection within the Greenbag Road corridor. The MMMPO had
completed several previous studies evaluating various transportation plans for the Greenbag Road corridor, with the
ultimate vision of transforming Greenbag Road into a safe, efficient, and attractive multimodal transportation facility.
The scenarios determined to be evaluated in the traffic study evolved from the outcome of the MMMPO'’s preliminary
studies and findings. Existing two-way stop controlled operations with potential roadway improvements were
evaluated as part of the traffic, as well as traffic signal and roundabout options. The evaluation and analysis of these
intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the
lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the
improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current
conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as
much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of
traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers
by not requiring all vehicles to come to a complete stop.

19

Right-of-way acquisition cannot begin until all approvals for the project have been secured and final design has been
completed. WVDOH right-of-way staff and design engineers will work with the property owners regarding the
acquisition of property. The purchase of private property will follow all relevant federal and state property acquisition
laws, policies, and procedures. Right-of-way agents will work to obtain correct records once the acquisition process
begins.
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20

The sidewalk design has been extended from the western end of the project area along Greenbag Road to the
Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection. At the intersection the sidewalk follows Dorsey Avenue north to Luckey
Lane and east on Luckey Lane to the connection with the existing sidewalk at Mountainview Elementary School. All
roadway crossings will be marked and signed as crosswalks. Roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the
approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential
directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as
well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

21

FHWA has evaluated the project and determined that an EA is the appropriate level of documentation given the
scope and details of the project. The WVDOH has prepared an EA to consider the potential environmental
consequences of the project, document the analysis, and make this information available to the public for comment
prior to implementation. The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment. As part of the
EA, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. These
alternatives and options are assessed in the EA for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental
resource factors. Each of the alternatives and options has been designed to meet the purpose and need for the
project to reduce congestion and address the lack of safe non-motorized connections along the CR 857 corridor. The
community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land
to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized
to the extent practicable.

22

A 4-way stop was not considered at any study intersection within the Greenbag Road corridor. The MMMPO had
completed several previous studies evaluating various transportation plans for the Greenbag Road corridor, with the
ultimate vision of transforming Greenbag Road into a safe, efficient, and attractive multimodal transportation facility.
The scenarios determined to be evaluated in the traffic study evolved from the outcome of the MMMPOQ’s preliminary
studies and findings. Existing two-way stop controlled operations with potential roadway improvements were
evaluated as part of the traffic, as well as traffic signal and roundabout options. The evaluation and analysis of these
intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the
lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
Based on studies by the FHWA, changing a signalized intersection to a roundabout showed a 48% reduction in all
crashes and a 78% reduction in fatal/injury crashes. Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic
through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers by not
requiring all vehicles to come to a complete stop. Pedestrians and bicyclists have less risk with roundabouts than
traditional signalized intersections due to the lower vehicle speeds through the roundabout and shorter travel
distances for the pedestrians crossing the roadway. The preferred alternative includes the construction of another
retaining wall at the intersection of Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road.

Public Meeting Summary Report 62
Greenbag Road Improvement Project
Monongalia County, West Virginia




Comment
number

Response to comment

23

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable. The designs for the roadway and intersection improvements have factored the
topography, safety issues, constructability, and current land use to develop feasible alternatives. Minimizing impacts
to the environment, community, and right-of-way were also considered when evaluating the project alternatives. The
WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection
options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and
analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic
congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also
factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both
current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of
service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2
or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

24

The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA to consider the potential
environmental consequences of the project, document the analysis, and make this information available to the public
for comment prior to implementation. The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment.
The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable. When construction is completed and all disturbed areas have been re-vegetated,
Greenbag Road will still be a rural area with a transportation corridor. The designs for the roadway and intersection
improvements have factored the topography, safety issues, constructability, and current land use to develop feasible
alternatives. Minimizing impacts to the environment, community, and right-of-way were also considered when
evaluating the project alternatives.

25

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the
level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design
year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout
and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the
turn lane option selected). During the right-of-way acquisition process and negotiation, concerns related to the
driveway access, billboards, and maintenance of access will be addressed with the right-of-way agent. The sidewalk
is along the north side of Greenbag Road and will not be extended along Kingwood Pike.
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26

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the ROW acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to
the extent practicable.

27

Based on studies by the FHWA, changing a signalized intersection to a roundabout showed a 48% reduction in all
crashes and a 78% reduction in fatal/injury crashes. Pedestrians and bicyclists have less risk with roundabouts than
traditional signalized intersections due to the lower vehicle speeds through the roundabout and shorter travel
distances for the pedestrians crossing the roadway. Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic
through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers.
Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction
in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide,
nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection. Education on the use of roundabouts is an important issue in
order to have full functionality of the roundabout that results in fewer severe crashes, fewer crashes overall, shorter
travel times, and less congestion.

28

Comment noted.

29

Comment noted.

30

We appreciate your input regarding the project.

31

The WVDOH has prepared an EA to consider the potential environmental consequences of the project, document
the analysis, and make this information available to the public for comment prior to implementation. The EA will be
available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment. As part of the EA, the WVDOH examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options will include turning lanes,
traffic signals, and roundabouts. These alternatives and options will be assessed in the EA for impacts to social,
cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. The community garden is located on private
property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way
acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

32

Right-of-way acquisition cannot begin until all approvals for the project have been secured and final design has been
completed. WVDOH right-of-way staff and design engineers will work with the property owners regarding the
acquisition of property. The purchase of private property will follow all relevant federal and state property acquisition
laws, policies, and procedures. Right-of-way agents will work to obtain correct records once the acquisition process
begins.
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33

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the
level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design
year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout
and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the
turn lane option selected). The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route
will be examined and defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor
when determining the detour routes.

34

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

35

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address these
issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives
and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed
include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options
indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated
construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to the level of
service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048
predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the
turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane
option selected).

Public Meeting Summary Report 65
Greenbag Road Improvement Project
Monongalia County, West Virginia




Comment
number

Response to comment

36

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address these
issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives
and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed
include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options
indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated
construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to the level of
service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048
predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the
turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane
option selected). Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which
results in reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers by not requiring all vehicles to come
to a complete stop as is required by a 4-way stop.

37

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

38

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the
Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

39

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

40

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable. Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the
intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have
shown that changing signalized intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle
delays. The improved traffic flow also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide,
and carbon dioxide at the intersection.

41

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.
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42

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the
level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design
year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout
and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the
turn lane option selected). The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck
aprons designed to support the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles, including school buses. The community
garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the
WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the
extent practicable.

43

The WVDOH has prepared an EA to consider the potential environmental consequences of the project, document
the analysis, and make this information available to the public for comment prior to implementation. The EA will be
available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment. As part of the EA, the WVDOH examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. These alternatives and options will be assessed for
impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. Each of the alternatives and
options has been designed to meet the purpose and need for the project to reduce congestion and address the lack
of safe non-motorized connections along the CR 857 corridor.

44

A traffic study was completed in 2018 to determine the current conditions and provide data for estimates of future
conditions. The study showed that the current level of service for the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection to
be C in both morning and evening and for Mississippi Street a C in the morning and an A in the evening. The study
used a forecasted growth rate of 1.16% per year provided by the MMMPO to create projections for the design year
(2048) levels of service. Forecasted 2048 level of service for the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection is C in
morning and F in evening and for Mississippi Street an F in the morning and a D in the evening indicating that as the
Morgantown area continues to grow the traffic congestion at these intersections will increase as well. Increased
congestion leads to longer travel times and more opportunities for safety incidents and serious injuries.

45

Minimizing impacts to the environment, community, and right-of-way were considered when evaluating the project
alternatives. The EA analysis included evaluation of impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental
resource factors, land use, indirect, and cumulative effects.
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46

The EA analysis examined the potential effects to farmland and agricultural soils within the project area. The
WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection
options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and
analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic
congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also
factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both
current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of
service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2
or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Education on the use of roundabouts is an important
issue in order to have full functionality of the roundabout that results in fewer severe crashes, fewer crashes overall,
shorter travel times, and less congestion.

47

The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA. Per FHWA guidelines, the EA is
a concise document that provides evidence and analysis for determining whether to prepare an EIS or a finding of no
significant impact. FHWA determined that based on the comments received during the first public comment period,
an EA should be prepared. The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment. The EA
analysis examined the potential effects to farmland and agricultural soils within the project area, as well as social,
cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors, land use, indirect and cumulative effects. The
community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land
to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized
to the extent practicable.

48

The EA analysis included evaluation of potential impacts to numerous categories including natural resources, cultural
resources, land use, indirect, and cumulative effects.

49

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

50

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
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51

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address these
issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives
and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed
include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options
indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated
construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to the level of
service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048
predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the
turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane
option selected). The EA analysis included evaluation of potential impacts to numerous categories including natural
resources, cultural resources, land use, indirect, and cumulative effects.

52

The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA. There will be another public
meeting to present the EA and allow additional time for comment. The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at
go.wv.gov/dotcomment. The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major
intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and
roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide
the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any
residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and
the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options
do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Any right-of-way required
for the project construction will be purchased from the landowner during the right-of-way acquisition process.

53

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. Drainage issues will be addressed within the project
area. Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in
reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout
allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach.
Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.
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54

Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout
allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach.
Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.
Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers
with navigating the roundabouts.

55

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Road repair beyond the scope of
this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via
the WVDOH website.

56

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

57

Roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more
response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors
improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

58

The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support
the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles, including school buses. The community garden is located on private
property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way
acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

59

Both the Morgantown Monongalia MPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through
the corridor is controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the
Morgantown area will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur.
Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways, a reduction in delays for drivers, and improved safety conditions for drivers, pedestrians,
and cyclists. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to
Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.
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60

A traffic study was completed in 2018 to determine the current conditions and provide data for estimates of future
conditions. The study showed that the current level of service for the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection to
be C in both morning and evening and for Mississippi Street a C in the morning and an A in the evening. The study
used a forecasted growth rate of 1.16% per year provided by the MMMPO to create projections for the design year
(2048) levels of service. Forecasted 2048 level of service for the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection is C in
morning and F in evening and for Mississippi Street an F in the morning and a D in the evening indicating that as the
Morgantown area continues to grow the traffic congestion at these intersections will increase as well. Increased
congestion leads to longer travel times and more opportunities for safety incidents and serious injuries.

61

Both the Morgantown Monongalia MPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through
the corridor is controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the
Morgantown area will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur.
Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways, a reduction in delays for drivers, and improved safety conditions for drivers, pedestrians,
and cyclists. The alternatives and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the
MMMPQ'’s preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were
not considered. The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major
intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed in the EA include turning lanes, traffic
signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout
would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not
displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn
lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The
turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

62

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The Sabraton area is outside the
scope of the current project.
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63

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. Roundabouts are designed to maintain a
constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in
delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89%
average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in reduced vehicle emissions including
carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to
slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and limiting the
number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers,
including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

64

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The need for a sidewalk was
identified by the public in the comments for the MMMPO corridor study as one of the factors to improve safety in the
Greenbag Road corridor. When construction is completed and all disturbed areas have been re-vegetated, Greenbag
Road will still be a rural area with a transportation corridor. The designs for the roadway and intersection
improvements have factored the topography, safety issues, constructability, and current land use to develop feasible
alternatives. Minimizing impacts to the environment, community, and right-of-way were also considered when
evaluating the project alternatives.

65

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The turn lane options do not improve the level of
service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2
or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The roundabouts have been designed with larger
vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles,
including school buses.
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66

Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout
allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach.
Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.
Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers
with navigating the roundabouts.

67

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Roundabouts are
designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on
roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to
roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in
reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection.
Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers
more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these
factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

68

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

69

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

70

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Impacts to Cobun
Creek have been documented in the EA and mitigation measures will be implemented. The business at Dorsey
Avenue will temporarily be impacted during construction sequencing but access will be maintained throughout
construction.
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71

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Designs for the
intersection improvements have factored the topography, safety issues, constructability, and current land use to
develop feasible alternatives. To address the issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the
WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection
options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and
analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic
congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also
evaluates the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for
both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of
service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2
or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

72

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to
the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and
design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the
roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences
(depending on the turn lane option selected). Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic
through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers.
Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction
in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide,
nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the
approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential
directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as
well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

73

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. The alternatives
and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the MMMPOQO'’s preliminary
studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were not considered.
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74

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

75

As part of the EA, the WVDOH examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections.
The intersection options will include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. Road repair beyond the scope of
this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via
the WVDOH website.

76

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating the roundabouts.

77

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

78

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

79

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The community garden is located
on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the
right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.
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80

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The community garden is
located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH
during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent
practicable.

81

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

82

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

83

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Roundabouts are designed to
maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a
reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to roundabouts can have
up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in reduced vehicle emissions
including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are
designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and
limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all
drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

84

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. A turn lane option has been considered in the EA
and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. The analysis
also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for
both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of
service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2
or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
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85

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

86

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

87

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the
Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

88

The WVDOH has prepared an EA to consider the potential environmental consequences of the project, document
the analysis, and make this information available to the public for comment prior to implementation. As part of the
EA, the WVDOH examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options will include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. These alternatives and options will be
assessed in the EA for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. Each of the
alternatives and options has been designed to meet the purpose and need for the project to reduce congestion and
address the lack of safe non-motorized connections along the CR 857 corridor. The EA will be available on the
WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

89

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

90

Right-of-way impacts as well as impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

91

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
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92

Both the Morgantown Monongalia MPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through
the corridor is controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the
Morgantown area will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur.
To address these issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two
build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated
and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these
intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the
lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the
improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current
conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as
much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).. Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of
traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers.
Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction
in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide,
nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the
approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential
directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as
well as pedestrians, and cyclists. Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating the roundabouts.
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93

Property owners will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition
process. Both the Morgantown Monongalia MPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow
through the corridor is controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in
the Morgantown area will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not
occur. Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in
reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout
allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach.
Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists. To
address these issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to
the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and
design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the
roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences
(depending on the turn lane option selected).

94

Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to
Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

95

As part of the EA, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major
intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and
roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide
the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any
residences. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes
at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option
selected). The alternatives and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the
MMMPO’s preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were
not considered. Impacts to the surrounding properties, both residential and commercial, have been minimized to the
extent practicable.

96

This comment is beyond the scope of the current project.
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97

Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout
allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach.
Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

98

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

99

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
Roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more
response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors
improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists. Signage meeting WVDOH
and the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating the
roundabouts.

100

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The community garden is located
on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the
right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

101

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating the roundabouts.

102

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.
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103

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

104

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
Estimated construction costs have been reviewed for each of the alternatives and options. The roundabout option at
Dorsey Avenue (F) represents the least expensive of the estimates.

105

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

106

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. Designs for the intersection improvements have
factored the topography, safety issues, constructability, and current land use to develop feasible alternatives. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Drainage issues within the
project footprint will be considered by the project design. The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was
preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and defined during the final design process. Existing road
conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes. Access to residences and businesses
will be maintained during and after construction.
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107

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and
defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the
detour routes.

108

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

109

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

110

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

111

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

112

The alternatives and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the MMMPO'’s
preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were not
considered.
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113

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the
level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design
year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout
and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the
turn lane option selected). A 4-way stop was not considered at any study intersection within the Greenbag Road
corridor. The MMMPO had completed several previous studies evaluating various transportation plans for the
Greenbag Road corridor, with the ultimate vision of transforming Greenbag Road into a safe, efficient, and attractive
multimodal transportation facility. The scenarios determined to be evaluated in the traffic study evolved from the
outcome of the MMMPO'’s preliminary studies and findings. Existing two-way stop controlled operations with
potential roadway improvements were evaluated as part of the traffic, as well as traffic signal and roundabout
options. The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined
and defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining
the detour routes. The need for a sidewalk was identified by the public in the comments for the MMMPO corridor
study as one of the factors to improve safety in the Greenbag Road corridor.

114

The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA. The EA will be available on the
WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment. The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for
each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes,
traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the
roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost,
and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by
the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted
conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at
Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option
selected). The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the
sale of the land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have
been minimized to the extent practicable.

115

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

Public Meeting Summary Report 83
Greenbag Road Improvement Project
Monongalia County, West Virginia




Comment
number

Response to comment

116

Education on the use of roundabouts is an important issue in order to have full functionality of the roundabout that
results in fewer severe crashes, fewer crashes overall, shorter travel times, and less congestion. Signage meeting
WVDOH and the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating
the roundabouts. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to
Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

117

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The community garden is located on private
property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way
acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

118

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
The evaluation and analysis of the intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.
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119

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. A 4-way stop was not considered at any study
intersection within the Greenbag Road corridor. The MMMPO had completed several previous studies evaluating
various transportation plans for the Greenbag Road corridor, with the ultimate vision of transforming Greenbag Road
into a safe, efficient, and attractive multimodal transportation facility. The scenarios determined to be evaluated in the
traffic study evolved from the outcome of the MMMPOQ’s preliminary studies and findings. Existing two-way stop
controlled operations with potential roadway improvements were evaluated as part of the traffic, as well as traffic
signal and roundabout options. Roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the
roundabout allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could
approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and
cyclists. The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined
and defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining
the detour routes. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to
Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

120

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. Roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the
approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential
directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as
well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

121

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

122

The intersection of Greenbag Road and Route 7 is outside the current phase of work for the Greenbag Road
corridor.
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123

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.

124

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The roundabouts have been designed with larger
vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles,
including school buses.

125

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is
being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH
website.

126

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
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127

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The roadway alternatives were designed to provide safe pedestrian access from the western end of the project area
along Greenbag Road to the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection. At the intersection the sidewalk follows
Dorsey Avenue north to Luckey Lane and east on Luckey Lane to the connection with the existing sidewalk at
Mountainview Elementary School. All roadway crossings will be marked and signed as crosswalks.

128

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the
level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design
year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout
and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the
turn lane option selected). All property owners will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the
right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

129

The WVDOH has prepared an EA to consider the potential environmental consequences of the project, document
the analysis, and make this information available to the public for comment prior to implementation. As part of the
EA, the WVYDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. These
alternatives and options were assessed for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, environmental, indirect, and
cumulative resource factors. Each of the alternatives and options has been designed to meet the purpose and need
for the project to reduce congestion and address the lack of safe non-motorized connections along the CR 857
corridor. The preferred alternative was selected, in part, because it does not result in the take of any residential
homes. The EA details the impacts to each of the studied categories and will be available on the WVDOH website at
go.wv.gov/dotcomment.
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130

As part of the EA, the WVDOH examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections.
The intersection options will include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. These alternatives and options
will be assessed in the EA for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. The
evaluation and analysis of the intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement
to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis
also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for
both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of
service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2
or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Minimizing impacts to the environment, community,
and right-of-way were also considered when evaluating the project alternatives.

131

The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA. Per FHWA guidelines, the EA is
a concise document that provides evidence and analysis for determining whether to prepare an EIS or a finding of no
significant impact. FHWA determined that based on the comments received during the first public comment period,
an EA should be prepared. The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment. The EA
analysis examined the potential effects to farmland and agricultural soils within the project area, as well as social,
cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors, land use, indirect and cumulative effects. The
community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land
to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized
to the extent practicable.

132

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

133

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

134

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. The MMMPO
corridor study in 2015 was a preliminary study and the recommendations are included as options considered in the
EA. The alternatives and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the
MMMPOQ'’s preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were
not considered. The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be
examined and defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when
determining the detour routes. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the
Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.
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135

A traffic study including manual turning movement counts and automatic traffic recorder counts was completed in
2018 showing that the current level of service for the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection to be C in both
morning and evening and for Mississippi Street a C in the morning and an A in the evening. The study used a
forecasted growth rate of 1.16% per year provided by the MMMPO to create projections for the design year (2048)
levels of service. Forecasted 2048 level of service for the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection is C in morning
and F in evening and for Mississippi Street an F in the morning and a D in the evening. The detour presented in the
April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and defined during the final design
process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes.

136

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

137

The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and
defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the
detour routes.

138

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Roundabouts are
designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on
roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to
roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in
reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection.
Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers
more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these
factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

139

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. These
options are assessed in the EA for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors.
The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The community garden is
located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH
during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent
practicable.

140

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.
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141

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. Impacts to the surrounding land have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

142

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the
level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design
year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout
and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the
turn lane option selected). The existing grade on Kingwood Pike requires stopping on a -6.5% grade at the traffic
signal. The grade approaching the roundabout includes a flat grade of less than 2% at the roundabout. In most
cases, the roundabout will not require approaching traffic to come to a full or immediate stop, and does not queue
traffic on the steep grade as the existing traffic signal does. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being
addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH
website.

143

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

144

Education on the use of roundabouts is an important issue in order to have full functionality of the roundabout that
results in fewer severe crashes, fewer crashes overall, shorter travel times, and less congestion. Roundabouts are
designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and
limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all
drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists. Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating the roundabouts. The
WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection
options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and
analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic
congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also
factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both
current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of
service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2
or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
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145

Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to
Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

146

Designs for the intersection improvements have factored the topography, safety issues, constructability, and current
land use to develop feasible alternatives. The existing grade on Kingwood Pike requires stopping on a -6.5% grade
at the traffic signal. The grade approaching the roundabout includes a flat grade of less than 2% at the

roundabout. In most cases, the roundabout will not require approaching traffic to come to a full or immediate stop,
and does not queue traffic on the steep grade as the existing traffic signal does.

147

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Road repair beyond
the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can
be tracked via the WVDOH website.

148

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

149

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

150

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. The WVDOH has
examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that
were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of
these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has
the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the
improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current
conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as
much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The alternatives and intersection options determined to be
evaluated were based on the outcome of the MMMPQ'’s preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing
traffic signal, without other improvements, were not considered. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being
addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH
website.

151

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.
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152

The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and
defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the
detour routes.

153

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). School bus traffic will be
considered during the final design stage when the detour and maintenance of traffic plan are finalized.

154

The land proposed to be used for this project belongs to a mixture of private landowners, commercial businesses,
and the WVDOH (for the existing right-of-way). The land will be acquired for the project during the right-of-way
acquisition process after the EA is finalized. The land will not be taken from landowners but purchased through a
negotiation process. The preferred alternative includes the construction of another retaining wall at the intersection of
Kingwood Pike and Greenbag Road.

155

Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout
allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach.
Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.
Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

156

Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout
allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach.
Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.
Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.
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157

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The roadway alternatives
were designed to provide safe pedestrian access from the western end of the project area along Greenbag Road to
the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection. At the intersection the sidewalk follows Dorsey Avenue north to
Luckey Lane and east on Luckey Lane to the connection with the existing sidewalk at Mountainview Elementary
School. All roadway crossings will be marked and signed as crosswalks.

158

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Roundabouts are designed
to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a
reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to roundabouts can have
up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in reduced vehicle emissions
including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are
designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and
limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all
drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.
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159

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Roundabouts are designed
to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on roadways and a
reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to roundabouts can have
up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in reduced vehicle emissions
including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are
designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and
limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all
drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

160

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the
level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design
year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout
and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the
turn lane option selected).
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161

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The community garden is
located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH
during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent
practicable. The roadway alternatives were designed to provide safe pedestrian access from the western end of the
project area along Greenbag Road to the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection. At the intersection the
sidewalk follows Dorsey Avenue north to Luckey Lane and east on Luckey Lane to the connection with the existing
sidewalk at Mountainview Elementary School. All roadway crossings will be marked and signed as crosswalks.

162

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Estimated construction costs have
been reviewed for each of the alternatives and options. The roundabout option at Dorsey Avenue (F) represents the
least expensive of the estimates. Details of the impacts analysis for each of the categories can be found in the EA
which will be available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

163

The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA. There will be another public
meeting to present the EA and allow additional time for comment. The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at
go.wv.gov/dotcomment. Designs for the intersection improvements have factored the topography, safety issues,
constructability, and current land use to develop feasible alternatives. The WVYDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the
level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design
year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout
and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the
turn lane option selected). The existing grade on Kingwood Pike requires stopping on a -6.5% grade at the traffic
signal. The grade approaching the roundabout includes a flat grade of less than 2% at the roundabout. In most
cases, the roundabout will not require approaching traffic to come to a full or immediate stop, and does not queue
traffic on the steep grade as the existing traffic signal does.
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164

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Roundabouts are designed
to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more response time and limiting the
number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers,
including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being
addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH
website.

165

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was
preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and defined during the final design process. Existing road
conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes.

166

We appreciate your input regarding the project.

167

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The roundabouts have
been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support the weight and turning
radius of larger vehicles, including school buses. Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating the roundabouts. The community garden is
located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH
during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent
practicable.

168

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
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169

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The roundabouts have been
designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support the weight and turning radius
of larger vehicles, including school buses.

170

A 4-way stop was not considered at any study intersection within the Greenbag Road corridor. The MMMPO had
completed several previous studies evaluating various transportation plans for the Greenbag Road corridor, with the
ultimate vision of transforming Greenbag Road into a safe, efficient, and attractive multimodal transportation facility.
The scenarios determined to be evaluated in the traffic study evolved from the outcome of the MMMPOQ’s preliminary
studies and findings. Existing two-way stop controlled operations with potential roadway improvements were
evaluated as part of the traffic, as well as traffic signal and roundabout options. The evaluation and analysis of these
intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the
lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the
improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current
conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as
much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being
addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH
website.

171

The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support
the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles, including school buses and trucks.

172

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The entrance/exit ramps
for 1-68 are beyond the scope of the current project.
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173

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. The WVDOH has
prepared an EA to consider the potential environmental consequences of the project, document the analysis, and
make this information available to the public for comment prior to implementation. As part of the EA, the WVDOH has
examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that
were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. These alternatives and options
are assessed in the EA for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. Each
of the alternatives and options has been designed to meet the purpose and need for the project to reduce congestion
and address the lack of safe non-motorized connections along the CR 857 corridor. Minimizing impacts to the
environment, community, and right-of-way were also considered when evaluating the project alternatives.

174

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. The alternatives
and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the MMMPOQO'’s preliminary
studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were not considered.

175

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

176

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable. Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic
flow through the corridor is controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected
growth in the Morgantown area will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements
do not occur.

177

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

178

Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

179

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Impacts to the
community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

180

Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced
congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized
intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow
also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the
intersection. The current project includes the widening of both travel lanes on Greenbag Road along with the
inclusion of shoulders at the edge of the roadway. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed
through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.
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181

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

182

Renderings for the roundabouts will be provided in the second public meeting and available online at the WVDOH
website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

183

The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and
defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the
detour routes.

184

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was
preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and defined during the final design process. Existing road
conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes. The roundabouts have been designed
with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support the weight and turning radius of larger
vehicles, including school buses.

185

The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support
the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles, including school buses and trucks. The existing grade on Kingwood
Pike requires stopping on a -6.5% grade at the traffic signal. The grade approaching the roundabout includes a flat
grade of less than 2% at the roundabout. In most cases, the roundabout will not require approaching traffic to come
to a full or immediate stop, and does not queue traffic on the steep grade as the existing traffic signal does. Road
repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and
progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary
and the final detour route will be examined and defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will
be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes.

186

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

187

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

188

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the
Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. Both the MMMPO
corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is controlled by the
congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area will continue to
increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur.
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189

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Roundabouts are
designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on
roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to
roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in
reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection.
Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers
more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these
factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

190

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Roundabouts are
designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on
roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to
roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in
reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection.
Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers
more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these
factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

191

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

192

The evaluation and analysis of the intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The turn lane options at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on
the turn lane option selected). Impacts to the surrounding land have been minimized to the extent possible.

193

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.
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194

Feedback has been solicited during the project development process at the April 2019 public meeting and further
feedback will be solicited during the 2020 virtual public meeting. Both the MMMPO corridor study (which included
additional opportunities for public comment) and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the
corridor is controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the
Morgantown area will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur.
To address these issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVYDOH has examined two
build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated
and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these
intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the
lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the
improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current
conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as
much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles
in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles, including
school buses. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to
Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

195

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Roundabouts are
designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on
roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to
roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in
reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection. Road
repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and
progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. Estimated construction costs have been reviewed for each of the
alternatives and options. The roundabout option at Dorsey Avenue (F) represents the least expensive of the
estimates.

196

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

197

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.
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198

A public meeting was held on April 16, 2019. Based on the comments received the project environmental
documentation has been elevated from a CE to an EA. There will be another public meeting to present the EA and
allow additional time for comment. The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

199

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most
improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences.
The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the
roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do
not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike
involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Impacts to the community
garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

200

The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and
defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the
detour routes. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to
Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. A turn lane option has been considered in
the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. The
analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout
option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions. The turn lane options do not improve
the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The roundabouts have been
designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support the weight and turning radius
of larger vehicles, including school buses.

201

The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support
the weight of larger vehicles, including trucks and school buses. Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating the roundabouts. Both the MMMPO
corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is controlled by the
congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area will continue to
increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Estimated construction costs have
been reviewed for each of the alternatives and options. The roundabout option provides the most improvement to
traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. Road repair
beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and
progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated
for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the
improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current
conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as
much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3
residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
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202

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). Estimated construction costs have
been reviewed for each of the alternatives and options. The roundabout option at Dorsey Avenue (F) represents the
least expensive of the estimates.

203

This comment is beyond the scope of the current project.

204

The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support
the weight of larger vehicles, including trucks and school buses. Based on studies by the FHWA, changing a
signalized intersection to a roundabout showed a 48% reduction in all crashes and a 78% reduction in fatal/injury
crashes. Roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers
more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these
factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists. The traffic study
completed in 2018 considered the effect that school traffic has on the corridor.

205

The alternatives and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the MMMPO’s
preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were not
considered. The roundabouts will be designed and installed to meet both Federal and State guidelines and signage
will be placed to assist drivers with navigating the roundabout.

206

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. The alternatives
and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the MMMPOQO'’s preliminary
studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were not considered.

207

The sidewalk design has been extended from the western end of the project area along Greenbag Road to the
Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection. At the intersection the sidewalk follows Dorsey Avenue north to Luckey
Lane and east on Luckey Lane to the connection with the existing sidewalk at Mountainview Elementary School. The
dedicated bike lane remains on the westbound direction of traffic. A 2-foot shoulder will accompany the eastbound
travel lanes. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

208

The alternatives and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the MMMPO’s
preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were not
considered.

209

The designs for the roadway and intersection improvements have factored the topography, safety issues,
constructability, and current land use to develop feasible alternatives. Minimizing impacts to the environment,
community, and right-of-way were also considered when evaluating the project alternatives.
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210

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

211

The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA. The EA will be available on the
WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment. As part of the EA, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and
three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include
turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options indicate that
the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated construction
cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to the level of service
provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048
predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the
turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane
option selected).

212

All public involvement and comments have been noted by the WVDOH, and all documentation is part of the public
record for the project, and become part of the final environmental document.

213

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

214

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. Roundabouts are
designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on
roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to
roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in
reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection.
Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers
more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these
factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists. Signage meeting
WVDOH and the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be placed to assist drivers with navigating
the roundabouts. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to
Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.
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Roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more
response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Based on studies by the
FHWA, changing a signalized intersection to a roundabout showed a 48% reduction in all crashes and a 78%
reduction in fatal/injury crashes. Pedestrians and bicyclists have less risk with roundabouts than traditional signalized
intersections due to the lower vehicle speeds through the roundabout and shorter travel distances for the pedestrians
crossing the roadway. Signage meeting WVDOH and the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be

215 placed to assist drivers with navigating the roundabouts.
A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve

216 complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA. The EA will be available on the
WVDOH website at go.wv.gov/dotcomment. As part of the EA, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and
three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include
turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. These alternatives and options are assessed in the EA for impacts to
social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. A detailed study of the socioeconomic
impacts is included in the EA as part of the Environmental Justice section. There will be temporary impacts to

217 businesses during construction but there will not be any businesses displaced by the project.
Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection, resulting in fewer complete
stops. A turn lane option has been considered in the EA. The analysis factors the improvement to the level of service
provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048
predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the
turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane
option selected). The existing grade on Kingwood Pike requires stopping on a -6.5% grade at the traffic signal. The
grade approaching the roundabout includes a flat grade of less than 2% at the roundabout. In most cases, the
roundabout will not require approaching traffic to come to a full or immediate stop, and does not queue traffic on the

218 steep grade as the existing traffic signal does.
Thank you for enumerating these safety concerns. The WVDOH will examine all safety concerns as part of the final

219 design.
Designs for the intersection improvements have factored the topography, safety issues, constructability, and current

220 land use to develop feasible alternatives. The roundabouts designs meet the DOH and FHWA safety standards.
The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and
defined during the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the

221 detour routes.
The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been

222 minimized to the extent practicable.
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223

A traffic study was completed in 2018 to determine the current conditions and provide data for estimates of future
conditions. The study showed that the current level of service for the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection to
be C in both morning and evening and for Mississippi Street a C in the morning and an A in the evening. The study
used a forecasted growth rate of 1.16% per year provided by the MMMPO to create projections for the design year
(2048) levels of service. Forecasted 2048 level of service for the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection is C in
morning and F in evening and for Mississippi Street an F in the morning and a D in the evening indicating that as the
Morgantown area continues to grow the traffic congestion at these intersections will increase as well. The detour
presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and defined during
the final design process. Existing road conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes.
Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

224

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The community garden is located
on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the
right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

225

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the
Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

226

The sidewalk design has been extended from the western end of the project area along Greenbag Road to the
Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection. At the intersection the sidewalk follows Dorsey Avenue north to Luckey
Lane and east on Luckey Lane to the connection with the existing sidewalk at Mountainview Elementary School. The
shoulder along the north side of Greenbag Road is being designed to accommodate bicycle use by being wider (3
feet) than the standard shoulder (2 feet).

227

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

228

Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.
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229

Roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout allowing drivers more
response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach. Both of these factors
improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists. Roundabouts are also
designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which results in reduced congestion on
roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing signalized intersections to
roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved traffic flow also results in
reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at the intersection. Road
repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and
progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

230

The WVDOH is examining two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options will include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. Road repair beyond the scope of this
project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the
WVDOH website.

231

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

232

The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

233

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

234

The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA. Each of the alternatives and
options considered in the EA has been designed to meet the purpose and need for the project to reduce congestion
and address the lack of safe non-motorized connections along the CR 857 corridor. The community garden is
located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH
during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent
practicable.

235

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. The WVDOH has
examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that
were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. All comments and letters
received by the WVDOH have been included in this response table and considered.
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236

The existing grade on Kingwood Pike requires stopping on a -6.5% grade at the traffic signal. The grade approaching
the roundabout includes a flat grade of less than 2% at the roundabout. In most cases, the roundabout will not
require approaching traffic to come to a full or immediate stop, and does not queue traffic on the steep grade as the
existing traffic signal does. Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's
Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. The entrance/exit ramp for I-68
and the issues on Route 7 are beyond the scope of this project.

237

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land
to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized
to the extent practicable.

238

Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

239

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

240

Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

241

Education on the use of roundabouts is an important issue in order to have full functionality of the roundabout that
results in fewer severe crashes, fewer crashes overall, shorter travel times, and less congestion.

242

We appreciate your input regarding the project.

243

As part of the EA, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major
intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and
roundabouts. Estimated construction costs have been reviewed for each of the alternatives and options. The
roundabout option at Dorsey Avenue (F) represents the least expensive of the estimates. Education on the use of
roundabouts is an important issue in order to have full functionality of the roundabout that results in fewer severe
crashes, fewer crashes overall, shorter travel times, and less congestion.

244

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

245

We appreciate your input regarding the project.
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246

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The community garden is located
on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the land to the WVDOH during the
right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been minimized to the extent practicable.

247

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

248

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

249

The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and
defined during the final design process taking into account the state of the roads proposed and impacts to the
traveling public. Construction sequencing has not yet been defined to determine the length of temporary construction
impacts. The roundabout design does not target the field. Each of the designs for the intersection improvements has
factored the topography, safety issues, constructability, and current land use to develop feasible options. In the
development of the EA, the WVDOH examined two build alternatives for the project and three options for intersection
improvements at each of the intersections. These options include turning lanes and traffic signals, and roundabouts.
The community garden is located on private property and the property owner will be compensated for the sale of the
land to the WVDOH during the right-of-way acquisition process. Impacts to the community garden have been
minimized to the extent practicable.

250

The traffic study and analysis of the 3 options designed for each of the intersections shows that the use of

roundabouts at the Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike and Mississippi Street intersections will improve the flow of traffic
along Greenbag Road. Education on the use of roundabouts is an important issue in order to have full functionality of
the roundabout that results in fewer severe crashes, fewer crashes overall, shorter travel times, and less congestion.

251

The WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The
intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The
turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).
Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity
program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website. The detour presented in the April 2019 meeting was
preliminary and the final detour route will be examined and defined during the final design process. Existing road
conditions will be considered as a factor when determining the detour routes.

252

The alternatives and intersection options determined to be evaluated were based on the outcome of the MMMPO'’s
preliminary studies and findings. Changes to the existing traffic signal, without other improvements, were not
considered.
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253

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address the
current issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build
alternatives and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and
analyzed include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection
options indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest
estimated construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also factors the improvement to the
level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design
year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout
and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the
turn lane option selected). Road repair beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's
Roads to Prosperity program and progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

254

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

255

The WVDOH has prepared an EA to consider the potential environmental consequences of the project, document
the analysis, and make this information available to the public for comment prior to implementation. Road repair
beyond the scope of this project is being addressed through the Governor's Roads to Prosperity program and
progress can be tracked via the WVDOH website.

256

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

257

We appreciate your input and support regarding the project.

258

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

259

The roundabouts have been designed with larger vehicles in mind and incorporate truck aprons designed to support
the weight and turning radius of larger vehicles, including school buses. A turn lane option has been considered in
the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic, and environmental resource factors. The
analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout
option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve
the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected). The proposed interchange at |-68
is beyond the scope of this project.
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260

Both the MMMPO corridor study and the 2018 traffic study determined that traffic flow through the corridor is
controlled by the congestion at the major intersections in the corridor. The projected growth in the Morgantown area
will continue to increase traffic and congestion at the intersections if improvements do not occur. To address these
issues of congestion and lack of safe pedestrian use of the area, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives
and three options for each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed
include turning lanes, traffic signals, and roundabouts. The evaluation and analysis of these intersection options
indicate that the roundabout would provide the most improvement to traffic congestion, has the lowest estimated
construction cost, and does not displace any residences. The analysis also evaluates the improvement to the level of
service provided by the turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048
predicted conditions. The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the
turn lanes at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike involve complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane
option selected). Roundabouts are designed to maintain a constant flow of traffic through the intersection which
results in reduced congestion on roadways and a reduction in delays for drivers. Studies have shown that changing
signalized intersections to roundabouts can have up to an 89% average reduction in vehicle delays. The improved
traffic flow also results in reduced vehicle emissions including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, and carbon dioxide at
the intersection. Additionally, roundabouts are designed to slow speeds in the approach and through the roundabout
allowing drivers more response time and limiting the number of potential directions where traffic could approach.
Both of these factors improve safety for all drivers, including older drivers as well as pedestrians, and cyclists.

261

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

262

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

263

A turn lane option has been considered in the EA and evaluated for impacts to social, cultural, natural, economic,
and environmental resource factors. The analysis also factors the improvement to the level of service provided by the
turn lane options and the roundabout option for both current conditions and design year 2048 predicated conditions.
The turn lane options do not improve the level of service as much as the roundabout and the turn lanes involve
complete takes of 2 or 3 residences (depending on the turn lane option selected).

Public Meeting Summary Report 111
Greenbag Road Improvement Project
Monongalia County, West Virginia




Comment
Response to comment

number
The environmental document for the project has been elevated from a CE to an EA. There will be another public
meeting to present the EA and allow additional time for comment. The EA will be available on the WVDOH website at
go.wv.gov/dotcomment. As part of the EA, the WVDOH has examined two build alternatives and three options for
each of the major intersections. The intersection options that were evaluated and analyzed include turning lanes,
traffic signals, and roundabouts. Estimated construction costs have been reviewed for each of the alternatives and

264 options. The roundabout option at Dorsey Avenue (F) represents the least expensive of the estimates.
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Join us on Tuesday, April 16, from 4:00 to 7:00 PM at the South Middle School in Morgantown,
WV at an Informational Workshop Public Meeting to learn more about the Greenbag Road
Improvement Project. Representatives from the West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH)
and Federal Highway Administration will be available to discuss the proposed project and
answer questions. No formal presentation is planned; however, project information will be
provided for review. This meeting complies with the public involvement requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.

Project Summary:

This project proposes to make improvements to Greenbag Road including shoulder and lane
widening, the addition of a sidewalk along the west side of the road, and intersection
improvements. Both the Mississippi Street and Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersections with
Greenbag Road are planned to become roundabouts. The box culvert carrying Greenbag Road over
Cobun Creek will be widened to accommodate the wider roadway. On Luckey Lane, the project
will improve the width of the travel lane and re-pave the length of the roadway between Greenbag
Road and Dorsey Avenue. During construction, traffic will be maintained via detour on existing
roads and/or temporary traffic signals or flaggers. WVDOH welcomes your input on potential
environmental concerns, including, among other issues, impacts to natural and cultural resources
as well as social and economic impacts.

Comments are due by
Thursday, May 16, 2019
and can be submitted at the
meeting or sent to:

Mr. RJ Scites, P.E.
Director, Engineering Division
WVDOH
1334 Smith Street
Charleston, WV 25301
Comments can also be
submitted via our website at:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment

The West Virginia Department of Transportation will, upon request, provide reasonable accommodations
including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to
participate in our services, programs and activities. Please contact us at (304) 558-3931.

Persons with hearing or speech impairments can reach all state agencies by calling
(800) 982-8722 (voice to TTD), or (800) 982-8771 (TDD to voice), toll free.




DATE:
Mr. RJ Scites, P.E.
Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

DATE: Tuesday, April 16, 2019

LOCATION: South Middle School

SUBJECT: Public Meeting

PROJECT: Greenbag Road Improvement Project

State Project: U331-857-0.67
Monongalia County

COMMENTS DUE BY: Thursday, May 16, 2019

Please consider the following comments:

(Please print the following information)
NAME:

ADDRESS:

ORGANIZATION (IF ANY):

How did you hear about today’s meeting?

Project Information and Comment Sheets can also be found at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment

under Engineering Projects, open and click Greenbag Road Improvement Project.















GREENBAG ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
State Project U331-857-0.67
Federal Project NFA-2317 (022) D

Monongalia County, West Virginia

PUBLIC MEETING Tuesday, April 16, 2019

WELCOME!

Thank you for participating in the public informational workshop for the Greenbag Road
Improvement Project in Morgantown, WV. This meeting is being hosted by the West
Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH) to present the preliminary designs for the project
and to collect public opinion and comments on the plans. We invite you to browse the
displays and encourage discussions with the project team. There will be no formal
presentation during the meeting. There is a comment sheet available on the final page
of this handout. Please submit your comments at the meeting, by mail, or via the WVDOH
website at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

This meeting complies with the public involvement requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act and
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The project is based on a study by the Morgantown Monongalia MPO (MMMPO) Unified Working Program
(FY2014-2015). The overall goal of the study was to identify ways to improve Greenbag Road (CR 857) as an
alternative truck route to reduce and/or eliminate trucks from traveling through downtown Morgantown by providing
a safer, continuous route from WV 7 to US 119. The study reviewed the roadway from the intersection with WV 7 to
the intersection with US 119. Recommendations from the study included roadway improvements, intersection
improvements, multi-modal improvements, and on-going monitory of safety and development. Specific proposed
projects were to widen and resurface Greenbag Road and provide shoulders along both sides; adding turn lanes
and optimizing signals at the Dorsey Ave/Greenbag Road intersection and the US119/Greenbag Road intersection;
and provide a sidewalk along the north side of Greenbag Road to increase pedestrian safety.

The current project will improve and upgrade the Dorsey Ave/Greenbag Road intersection, widen and resurface
Greenbag Road from just west of Mississippi Street to Jonathan Lane, and provide a sidewalk and shoulders along
Greenbag Road, as identified in the MMMPO study. These improvements will address several of the major issues
identified in the study including: inadequate turning radius and intersection delays at Dorsey Ave/Greenbag Road;
limited sight distance at Mississippi Street/Greenbag Road; and the lack of safe non-motorized facilities connecting
the neighborhoods along the corridor.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The current project extends from 2 mile west of the
Mississippi Street intersection along Greenbag Road (CR
857) to the intersection with Jonathan Lane,
approximately '/1o mile east of Luckey Lane and includes
intersection improvements at Mississippi Street (CR
857/1) and at Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike (CR 81).
These intersection improvements will increase the overall
traffic capacity of Greenbag Road (CR 857) between WV
7 and US 119.

The overall roadway improvements include wider lanes
and shoulders along with a dedicated center turn lane
prior to the Mississippi Avenue intersection. A curb and gutter will be installed along the west side of Greenbag
Road to help address drainage issues and to provide a sidewalk along the entire route to the Dorsey
Avenue/Kingwood Pike intersection. In addition, the west side shoulder will be utilized as a shared bike lane for the
corridor between the commercial district and the residential areas. The sidewalks and crosswalks will provide a
safer route for pedestrian traffic from the current commercial area to the numerous residential areas located along
Greenbag Road.

The two major intersections will be reconstructed as a single lane roundabouts to provide for continuous traffic flow
and to increase the safety of the traveling public as they enter each intersection. The roundabouts have been
selected instead of signalized intersections based on traffic analysis and level of service. The roundabouts will also
be developed to allow the safe movement of pedestrians along the sidewalk on the west side of Greenbag Road
and will include lighting on each approach to the roundabout.

The roadway improvements incorporate two 11-foot travel lanes with a 12-foot center turn lane with curb and gutter
on each side up to Mississippi Street. Between Mississippi Street and Dorsey Avenue/Kingwood Pike, the roadway
will be improved to two 12-foot travel lanes and a 4-foot paved east shoulder. A 3-foot paved shoulder with a curb
and gutter will be on the west side. The 5-foot concrete sidewalk will be located along the entire corridor on the
west side of Greenbag Road (CR 857).
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Maintenance of Traffic during Construction

Traffic patterns will be temporarily impacted. A maintenance of traffic (MOT) plan will be in place to minimize
delays, maintain access to residences and businesses, and maintain safety for travelers and construction workers.
The proposed MOT plan will include either the use of a detour on existing roads or temporary signals or flaggers.

The Mississippi Street roundabout will be constructed adjacent to Greenbag Road. When the northern portion of
the roundabout is complete, traff